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When I was a kid, I liked watching people go about their
lives and do their own thing. No, I wasn't looking in
people's windows or anything like that. I was just a
curious child. The only difference between the sepia-
toned 1980s and now is the fact that back then you were
considered a creep if you looked at someone a little too
long. These days watching people is a legitimate thing to
do.

Whatever your reasons for travel, I sincerely hope that
you make it a priority to check out the natives wherever
you may be. It is part of the allure of travel after all: seeing
new and interesting people. The only problem in doing so
is finding an area to people-watch that won't leave you
feeling and looking like a predator.

In the event that you are in Cleveland area, I highly
recommend the exotic locale of Coventry Village. While it
is a bit out of the way with respect to the popular tourist
destinations in Cleveland, it is worth the added mileage.
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Sure, there are other places to people watch around
Cleveland like the West Side Market, Lincoln Park, or
Public Square. While all of these places are great for their
own reasons, none of them come close to the relaxed
diversity that you would find in Coventry.

According to their website, Coventry Village was "once
known as the place to find Cleveland hippies... (The area)
now provides a mix of eclectic eateries and shops
catering to young and old alike. Art supplies, vintage toys
and vegetarians food are offered alongside books,
Birkenstocks, coffee shops, restaurants and live music."

As a former resident of the area, I highly recommend
hitting up one of the strategically located eateries (Fancy
the vegetarian fare? Tommy's is the place to go.
Interested in having a beer to wash down your meal?
Panini's is right across the street!) just before lunchtime
on any given day. I guarantee that it'll make for some
great people watching.

Coventry Village is located (conveniently...) on Coventry
Road in Cleveland Heights, Ohio between Euclid Heights
Blvd. and Mayfield Road.
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Matthew MacDonald is a freelance writer currently
residing in Northwest Florida. There isn't a writing 'hat' he
hasn't worn. 
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