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Non-traditional spaces are evolving to accommodate events

Venues change shape
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City-by-the-bay views, a giant brewery, and spots of 
German architecture make Qingdao easy to become 
enamoured by By Sanjay Surana

E
xtending along a peninsula on the 
Yellow Sea, Qingdao (sometimes 
spelled Tsingtao) is a thriving 
metropolis with the world’s seventh-

busiest port, an extensive naval base, and 
Jiaozhou Bay Bridge – the longest sea 
bridge on the planet. 

For meetings and events, it’s a location 
loaded with possibilities, close to Beijing 
(one hour by plane) and with direct flights 
from cities such as Tokyo, Singapore, 
Frankfurt and San Francisco. 

“It is a fascinating city with beautiful 
weather and good food,” says Tina Li, 
senior events project manager, China, for 
BI Worldwide. “It’s a very good choice for 
sporty programmes, especially sailing at 
the International Sailing Centre, great for 
entrepreneurs, board members and high-

Port of call

Qingdao is a rising star on M&E planner shortlists, favoured for its temperate climate, blend of cultures and unique event spaces

level executives that want to challenge their 
determination and physical training.” 

Qingdao recently popped up on Pacific 
World’s 2019 Emerging Destinations list 
thanks to its booming economy and curated 
experiences such as learning about Taoism 
while enjoying views of Mount Lao, or 
making its famous Jiaozi dumplings.

Violet Wang, head of Pacific World 
China, says: “Qingdao has moist 
air, relatively low rainfall, moderate 
temperatures, and four distinct seasons. 
There is great infrastructure and air 
connections, good seafood and beef, a rich 
culture blended with European colonialism, 
and it’s a famous beach destination.” 

For Wang, it’s especially suited to 
incentives and corporate conferences.  
It is also where World MICE Day —  

a big assembly for event professionals — 
will take place from October 25 to 27. 

Venues that shine
From 1898 to 1914, Germany leased 200 
square miles of Shandong province, with 
Qingdao as its administrative centre. 
The result was a proliferation of German 
architecture dotted around what is known 
as German Old Town. Highlights include 
high-steepled churches, the former 
Governor’s House, the 1907 Movie Club, 
the train station (since expanded and 
updated), and the Tsingtao Brewery, built 
by German Treasury Funds and originally 
called the Germania Brewery. 

Two sites dominate. Qingdao International 
Convention Centre sits within a hi-tech 
zone in the city’s Laoshan district, close to 
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The original Tsingtao Brewery is home to the first and only beer museum in China

InterContinental Qingdao (above); Shangri-La Qingdao Grand Ballroom (below)

two metro lines, allowing for easy access. 
Facilities include 45 conference rooms, 
seven halls with about 60,000 sqm of floor 
space, and almost 50,000 sqm outdoors. 
Events held here include The International 
Conference on ICT in Education and the 
Huawei Eco-partner Conference. 

A key part of the Water City development, 
the International Expo Centre is a striking, 
curving red building with 10 exhibit halls 
for 6,000 booths and a large outdoor plaza.

A clutch of five-star hotels are also on 
offer. Close to financial and government 
districts and the mammoth MIXC shopping 
mall, Shangri-La Qingdao features 702 
rooms across two wings; those in the Valley 
Wing face the sea. Facilities include the 
China Hall for up to 2,000 people. 

With a location by the International 
Sailing Centre, used for the regatta in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, InterContinental 
Qingdao has 410 rooms overlooking the 
city skyline, marina and sea. There are nine 
restaurants and 3,000 sqm of event space 
including two ballrooms. 

With shops and restaurants within 
walking distance, Le Meridien Qingdao 
makes a convenient base for delegates that 
yearn to get out and about. The 341 rooms 
have light, bright tones, while the ballroom 
has a capacity of 1,000. Meanwhile, Westin 
Qingdao West Coast’s pillarless ballroom is 

sightseeing attraction, but also a vibrant 
nautical hub where visitors can rent vessels. 

Beer lovers will not want to miss the 
Qingdao Beer Museum, located on the site 
of the original Tsingtao Brewery. It traces 
the history and technology of brewing here, 
with ingredients displayed and work scenes 
recreated; some spaces are even available 
for groups of up to 100, with options like 
tasting sessions on offer. 

A former seamans’ club, credited with 
showing the first commercial film screening 
in China, was refashioned into 1907 Movie 
Club, a complex with a bar, restaurant, 
private screening rooms and a film museum.

For a full-day excursion, Nishan Holy 
Land, about four hours west of Qingdao 
and near the city of Qufu, is a sprawling 
cultural destination home to temples and 
the birthplace of Confucius. n

more than 2,000 sqm in size and its 1,400 
sqm of foyer space is bathed in natural light. 

Mirroring the Eden Project in the 
UK, Qingdao Eden Project will be built 
in the next few years on reclaimed and 
environmentally compromised land once 
used for prawn breeding. The new Eden 
endeavour will continue the environmental 
and educational programmes that are core 
to its centre in Southwest England.

Groups just want to have fun
The International Sailing Centre, where 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
summit was held last year, is not only a 


