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Kohala Coast
Unwind and embrace the  
raw beauty of Hawaii. 
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IF DENVER HAD A HAWAIIAN SISTER island, it would 

be Hawaii’s Kohala Coast. Perhaps it is the rugged landscape 

or the dry climate, or maybe it is the adventurous spirit of 

its residents, but it is a Colorado kind of place. If you are 

thinking about a honeymoon that will relieve stress–not 

create more–consider the Kohala Coast for its balance of 

outdoor adventure, raw spirit and tropical elegance. 

Developers have peeled back the lava on the Kohala 

Coast to create a paradise that is true to the warmth and grace 

of the Hawaiian people. Hotels offer authentic experiences, 

whether a luxurious resort, such as the Four Seasons, The 

Fairmont Orchid or the Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, or a fun 

beach cottage called the Lava Lava Beach Club. The latter’s 

handful of cottages are so close to the beach that you can hear 

the waves lapping on the shore. 

No matter which hotel you choose, wake early and head 

to the shoreline to meet the island’s oldest inhabitants, the 

sea turtles. Sit quietly and welcome the new day and the fresh 

tide while the turtles head back into the sea. 

There is plenty to keep you busy on the Kohala 

Coast, such as outrigger canoeing at The Fairmont Orchid; 

snorkeling, golf or tennis at the Four Seasons; or a helicopter 

ride from Blue Hawaiian Helicopters. To reset your internal 

clock to island time, take a beach walk and find a cabana for a 

nap in the shade. Don’t forget to book a spa treatment, such as 

the Watsu salt-water massage at the Mauna Lani Spa & Salon 

to wash away any post-wedding stress. 

The Kohala Coast is a food town, where local is kini 

(king). The Waimea Homestead Farmers’ Market is perfect 

for Kona coffee and local edible souvenirs. Chef Paul Prank 

at the Mauna Kea Beach Hotel restaurant, Manta, spins 

magic around seafood, tropical fruits and vegetables. The 

CanoeHouse restaurant is a lesson in sustainable Hawaiian 

fare. At the Four Seasons, the beaches are dotted with tiki 

torches and tables for two with newly married couples 

sharing a private meal under the stars. As the Hawaiians say, 

it is pure ka’ao (romance). 

Need-to-Know Info  
When to visit: For the best rates on hotels and airfare, 
book during the low-seasons of spring and fall. Be  
cautious about traveling the last week of April through 
the first week of May. It’s a Japanese holiday called 
Golden Week and the islands are crowded.

Weather: Any time of year is a good time for the Kohala 
Coast because it is dry, with only five inches of rain per 
year. Temperatures are warm and mild. 

Recommended site: kohalacoastresorts.com

Getting There  
The Kohala Coast is closest to Kona International  
Airport. From Denver International Airport, check 
United, US Airways or American Airlines.
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