
FUNDRAISING LETTER SAMPLE 
Homeless Men Society 

Homelessness Non-Profit Foundation in Toronto, Canada (Mock) 
 

 

 

<Logo>  

 

<Address> 

<Date> 

 

Dear <Name>, 

A cosy Christmas spent warm and safe in front of the fireplace, in the company of your closest family 

and friends is such a wonderful experience, isn’t it?  

For many families, this is their favourite time of the year.  

 

There are Christmas Carols playing softly in the background 

Gift paper wrappings are strewn everywhere, decorating the floors with their colours 

There’s a never-ending buzz of conversation in the air 

The Christmas tree stands majestic in the corner of the living room, its lights blinking over everyone 

And the home smells of all of your favourite Christmas dishes.  

 

But imagine for a second that you didn’t have family or friends surrounding you, you didn’t have the 

warm home, there was no Christmas tree, and singing to Christmas Carols over a warm Christmas 

dinner was just a dream. 

What if you had no Christmas to celebrate?  

Imagine that it was all stripped away and you were one of the thousands of people in Toronto living 

without a home.  

What would Christmas mean to you then?  

Perhaps it would mean searching for shelter from the extreme Torontonian winter in a mall or 24h 

restaurant.  



Perhaps it would mean frostbite due to exposed hands and faces - victims to the frosty wind chill. 

 Perhaps it would mean hunger…not just for food but for the warmth of companionship.  

Perhaps it would mean thoughts of past regret and bad experiences.  

This may not be your reality, but it will be the reality of thousands of men and women just like you 

this Christmas.  

Maybe you stepped out and saw them wandering the streets today, or yesterday you saw them 

huddled up in a group in the shop doorways of your local area, trying to keep warm.  

And you walked away, feeling unable to make a difference.  

But, you can. 

 

<please turn over> 

 

Unemployment, abuse, home repossessions and countless other heart-breaking experiences have 

forced many into despair and onto the streets.  

They need a community of warm-hearted people like you and me to bring hope back into their 

dismal lives, especially during the holidays.  

We at the Homeless Men Society cannot turn a blind eye to their plights.  

Many of the men we help are estranged from their loved ones. The loss of a partner, poor physical 

and mental health, and the downward spiral of poverty have all taken their toll.  

Some may be victims of circumstance whilst others are the victims of plain bad luck.  

We are committed to helping homeless men survive and thrive in the most practical and sensible 

ways we possibly can.  

But this Christmas we too are helpless without you.  

You may have heard of our most esteemed program - The Christmas Cook Out - which got its start in 

1990, to serve hundreds of homeless men a hot drink, a traditional Christmas dinner, gifts of warm 

clothing, and a kind word on Christmas Day, all throughout the city of Toronto.  

Every year, preparations for our Christmas Cook Out begin on Christmas Eve.  

Instead of enjoying the companionship of family and friends, our volunteers go in search of warm 

clothing and the necessary goods to make an unforgettable turkey dinner for our homeless 

gentlemen.  

Gloves, scarves, socks, hats, coats, hot chocolate, cakes, loaves of sliced bread, turkeys and so much 

more are loaded onto our 5 vans. Each van makes its way around a well-memorized route, toward 

the Homeless Men Society Shelter. 

Waiting for us, with anticipation, are many easily recognizable faces blended in with an increasing 

number of new faces too.  



From all walks of life, and each with a unique story to tell, these men look forward to our Christmas 

Dinner.  

Men like William, a 65 year old pensioner who has been attending our Christmas dinners for the past 

6 years. Looking at him, it would never cross your mind that he is without a home and a family. He is 

neatly groomed and well mannered, even though he walks with his head facing downward and his 

clothes reveal signs of being worn out.  

But year after year, it is when you speak to William that you come face to face with the dark shadow 

that homelessness has cast upon him.  

Imagine trying to have a conversation over Christmas dinner with someone whose voice is emptied 

of hope and energy. The joy of life has vanished from his eyes. His spirit has been deflated.  

Instead of a spring in his step, his feet drag.  

Instead of looking up toward the sky, he faces the ground. 

A social outcast for so long, it seems he has lost his enthusiasm to come out of the shadows and 

become an active member of society again.  

We’ve known William for 6 years, but God alone knows how long he has actually been living without 

a place to call home, or how he even got into this position.  

It took him a year to even reveal his name, and whether or not William is his real name, we do not 

know.  

But week after week we speak to him at the Shelter.   

Sometimes together we even say a prayer.  

William may have lost hope for a better future and resigned himself to this fate. However, we have 

not lost our hope for him.  

We hope you haven’t given up either.  

William, and thousands of men like him, have been abandoned and ignored by family and friends.  

They have no one.  

 

You see, this is what life is like every day for those who do not have a warm home to go to or family 

and friends to bond with.  

Tragic.  

This is why our ability to fully fund our Christmas Cook Out has been completely maximized, but we 

still must purchase more warm clothing, serve more warm meals and make more hot drinks.  

Why? 

Because we cannot ignore the desperate needs of the men we see on the streets, not just at 

Christmas, but every night.  

We never judge how or why people become homeless. In most cases we never know. We just 

choose to love them and take care of them as best as we can.  



But we need you to help us give these men a warm, cosy Christmas that comes as close as possible 

to yours.  

This Christmas you can change the life of a man just like William.  

Your generous donation will grant us the ability to reach out to the homeless this Christmas and fill 

their lives with merriment instead of leaving them alone, destitute, outcast and at the mercy of the 

harsh Canadian winter.  

Your continued support with a generous contribution of $10 will provide 2 hot meals and a warm 

drink 

Your gift of $35 will provide a cosy winter hat, scarf and gloves 

Your donation of $50 will provide a pair of comfortable, warm winter boots 

Your gift of $100 will provide a snug, insulated winter coat 

Your generous contribution of $550 will provide an entire year’s worth of hot meals.  

With your tax-deductible gift, we can even provide these men with warm showers, medical needs 

and social-work support - not just during the holidays but all year round.  

You can give a one-time Christmas donation or a monthly gift by cheque or credit card.  

Every bit of your generosity helps us feed a homeless man who is hungry and has lost everything in 

his life.  

The Homeless Men Society runs on the kindness of people like you.  

I should mention that thanks to your generous donations of the past, we have had the opportunity 

to extend ourselves beyond the Christmas dinner to help get even more of the homeless off the 

streets by providing them with overnight shelter at other homeless centres, offer counselling and 

guidance, offer friendship and camaraderie, and even provide long-term accommodation. 

Help us to do that again this year, starting with our Christmas dinner.  

Any contribution you give will fuel our ability to ease the pain, suffering and isolation of the 

homeless men we serve this Christmas and throughout the year.  

Please fill in the Gift Form and return it to us in the enclosed envelope as soon as possible.  

Together, you and all of us here at Homeless Men Society, can make this Christmas season a brighter 

one filled with more love, hope, joy, peace and goodwill to all men.  

Thank you for caring, and may you and your loved ones share a warm and blissful Christmas season 

together! 

 

 

 

Sincerely 

<Name> 



<Image> 

<Signature> 

<Role> 

 

P.S. To ensure that we receive your gift in time for Christmas, please enclose a cheque to cover your 

initial payment. For all monthly donations, we will start your direct debit in January of the New Year.  

 

P.P.S. During our Christmas Cook Out we give each man a Greeting Card. Please show someone that 

they have not been forgotten at Christmas by signing the enclosed card and returning it to us by 

December 20 so that we can deliver it and help to brighten up a homeless man’s Christmas.  


