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Riding the Wind at 
Nanliao
BY DANA TER

新竹南寮 乘風之旅

體 驗
I N S I G H T

A 10-minute drive from downtown Hsinchu City, a sea 

breeze hoists up kites shaped like Pikachu and pufferfishes, 

which then dance in the air above a vast grassy plain. Nearby, 

white and blue fishing boats dock by a black-sand shoreline 

and fishermen unload their catch.

Hsinchu may be named the happiest city in Taiwan, but 

perhaps it’s easy access to places like Nanliao that keeps 

its residents smiling. Once a forgotten fishing port, Nanliao 

Harbor now brims with life, thanks to recent government 

initiatives to revitalize the community. Its bucolic parks, 

picturesque harbor front, and fresh seafood offer the perfect 

low-key weekend getaway.
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1. Nanliao Fishing Port, Hsinchu County, is a popular sunset viewing 
spot. ︱ 2~3. The 17km Coastline Scenic Area has bike paths connecting 
Nanliao Fishing Port, the Bell Tower, and other scenic spots. The area is 
Hsinchu’s most well-known waterfront scenic area.
1. 南寮漁港為新竹欣賞落日的熱門景點。︱ 2~3. 十七公里海岸線沿線設置有

自行車道，串聯南寮漁港、許願鐘樓等景點，為新竹知名的親水風景區。

Start your exploration with a bike ride along Nanliao 

Harbor, which marks the beginning of Hsinchu’s iconic 

17km Coastline Scenic Area. Although lacking beach 

access, it’s a charming route, cutting through mangrove 

trees and manicured plains frequented by birdwatchers.

At Old Nanliao Fishing Harbor is an artificial beach 

popular among families with children, its entrance easily 

noticeable thanks to a gigantic new staircase designed to 

resemble pointed fish scales. That’s not the only unusual 

piece of architecture here — white-walled, blue-domed 

buildings like the Tourist Information Center give the area 

a Mediterranean feel.

Perhaps the most surreal sculpture, though, is that of 

the large blue-bodied, red-tailed fish in Nanliao Fishing 

Harbor, just a short walk from Old Nanliao Fishing Harbor. 

It’s unmissable — the fish’s bulging eyes and half smile 

ceremoniously welcome visitors to Nanliao Seafood 

Market. Outside the market, drivers in colorful pedicabs 

wait, and, for a small fee, can take visitors for a ride by 

the coastline.

The market is a world in itself — large sea snails, 

spider crabs, and a marvelous array of gold, silver, and 

pink-hued fish in tanks abound the first floor. Here, 

visitors can choose what they wish to eat and bring it 

upstairs to have it cooked. Or, simply order fresh sashimi, 

fish soup, and other delicacies from one of the many sit-

down restaurants on the second floor — lunch at the 

market is an endeavor that can stretch for hours.

Wind down the evening at the eight-hectare kite 

field, which hosts the International Kite Festival each 

fall. The annual event draws not only serious kite flyers 

from around the world but gets kite artists involved, too. 

Sprawl out on a grassy hill and marvel at the spectacle of 

dozens of colorfully-patterned kites flying in tandem and 

doing acrobatic tricks. Stay for the sunset and watch the 

kites disappear into the darkness — there’s an insatiable 

air of freedom in Nanliao, like a lull that you don’t 

necessarily mind. 
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