
L
ORD BYRON referred to
Venice as the ‘Fairy city of the
heart’, and as I catch my first
glimpse of Venice from my
water taxi, I know exactly what
he meant. Almost magically,

marble palaces and gigantic bell towers
are born from the depths of the waters. I
half expect the apparitions to disappear
as the boat gets closer — perhaps a trick
that my eyes play on me, post a flight —
but they stand tall against the crashing
waves. Steal your eyes from the magnifi-
cent structures and you’ll notice that art
is everywhere in Venice: from the songs
that leave the gondolier’s lips, to the
hand-painted Venetian masks. There’s a
passion for art, and for life itself that per-
meates everything in Venice. You could
spend days taking in the calm yet invig-
orating vibe as you walk the piazzas, fill
up on gelatos, and learn of local greats
such as Canaletto. But if
you’ve got just 24 hours on
hand, follow our guide: 

HOP ON A GONDOLA
Created by local artisans, the
gondola has existed since the
11th Century. Every inch of the
vessel is an ode to Venice: the
iron prow of the gondola takes
an ‘S’ shape referencing the
twists in canals; the prow bears
six blades, one for each of
Venice’s six districts. 

I take a shared ride on this
icon and am greeted by a tradi-
tionally-dressed gondolier who
serenades us with a tune, as we
take-in the views along the
Grand Canal. I look over at the
imposing Santa Maria della
Salute, a baroque-styled
Catholic church built in the 17th
Century to thank the gods at
the end of the terrible plague;
the Peggy Guggenheim collec-
tion that houses the works of
Picasso, Dali, Miro and the local
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The 99-metre bell tower of St. Mark’s Basilica is one of the most recognisable symbols of the city.

Got 24 hours in the fabled city of canals
and bridges, masks and mystery? 
Here’s how to make the most of it

ONE DAY IN

favourite Canaletto. The ride
makes for a perfect introduction
to the ‘floating city’.

GETTING THERE: Fly Turkish
Airlines from Delhi to Venice,
with a complimentary hotel-
stay at your stopover in Istan-
bul. Business class passengers
get two nights free at a 5-Star;
economy bags you one-night 

at a four-star. 

WALK LIKE A VENETIAN
Lace up your shoes in the city
where cars are banned, and
head out to La Piazza or San
Marco Square to look up at one
of the grandest cathedrals in all
of Europe: Basilica di San

Marco, which houses the body
of Saint Mark. It comes dotted
with priceless artwork: gor-
geous mosaic ceilings, an alter-
piece studded with over 2,000
precious gems, and a 10th Cen-
tury icon of the Madonna. On
the square, you can’t miss the
imposing clock tower with its
facades dotted with carved fig-
ures, or be brave and walk the
steep spiral staircases within
the tower to see, up-close, the
mechanism of this ancient clock
and what makes it tick. 

Walk across the famed Rialto
Bridge, which links San Marco
with San Polo. It is the oldest
of the arches that sits above
the Grand Canal, and is an
architectural feat — like most
of Venice’s historic buildings —
where a stone bridge is held up
by wooden tree trunks that
serve as beams. 

TIP: Overtourism is a pressing
issue for Venice and locals are
left navigating crowds on a daily

basis. So try not to pose on
bridges and slow others down.

VISIT AN ANCIENT CHURCH 
Leave the crowds behind as you
hop on a complimentary speed-
boat that rushes you from San
Marco pier to the Isola di (island
of) San Clement. The island was
once the site of a monastery;
today the private isle houses the
classy San Clemente Palace
Kempinksi Hotel. 

The hotel has been fashioned
from the historic structure. A
walk through the property feels
like you’re entering a portal to
the past that somehow seam-
lessly links you to the present:
wide corridors, grand stair-
ways, and glittering chande-
liers from another era blend in
with the contemporary tapes-
tries and modern furnishings;
the restored church with its
age-old idol comes with mod-
ern art courtesy the biennale;
nestled under vaulted ceilings
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Thomas Cook (India) Ltd has launched
home collection services for its visa
business to enhance convenience and
safety, along with a live-tracking fea-
ture to monitor the delivery of their
visa documents. Customers must log on
to www.thomascook.in/visa to avail this. 
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A trip to Venice is incomplete until you’ve
travelled on a gondola.



you can sign up for a spa treat-
ment that takes-off from mod-
ern science. 

Time your visit with lunch and
choose from one of many
restaurants on the isle. Or sim-
ply head to the church; legend
has it that a heartfelt prayer at
this historic shrine bestows pro-
tection from floods. 

TIP: Looking to tune into the
hustle and bustle of Venice by
day, but be cocooned in serenity
by night? Then this property is
the perfect place. 

SHOP TILL YOU DROP: 
If the walls of the T Fondaco dei
Tedeschi could speak, they
would spill secrets of German
merchants who used this as a

trading centre in the 16th Cen-
tury; later it was used as a cus-
toms hall by Napoleon and
Mussolini. Today, it serves as a
shopping hub that showcases
the best of Italian and global
designers. Invest in 
a time-piece from Longines or
glasses from Gucci. Or just 
sit at a café, sipping on an
espresso while you admire the
architecture. For a bird’s-eye
view of Venice, head to the
rooftop terrace. 

TIP: Want to dress like an Ital-
ian but don’t know where to
begin? Sign up for the loyalty
program by the DFS Group —
which runs this shopping centre
— and you can avail of their per-
sonal shopping experience. 

The cental atrium of Budapest’s Aria Hotel has tiles in the
shape of a piano keyboard running through it.

MAILONLINE TRAVEL has
scoured the world for the best
music-inspired spots in which
to rest your head for the night,
from a disco-themed room in
Germany complete with a
spot-lit bed to a swanky suite
in Taipei dedicated to the
composer Chopin. Scroll
down and tune into these har-
monious hotels...

HARD ROCK HOTEL,
LONDON  
The recently opened Hard
Rock Hotel in London is
crammed full of musical mem-
orabilia, from a coat worn by
Elvis to a Kirkwood piano
practiced on by a teenage
Freddie Mercury. Guests stay-
ing at the 900-room venue get
complimentary use of a
Crosley turntable and can
download curated music
playlists to suit their tastes.
For those wishing to emanate
their favourite artist, it is possi-
ble to rent a Fender electric
guitar with headphone and
create an in-room studio. 

BEVERLAND RESORT,
GERMANY 
At the Beverland Resort in
Ostbevern, Germany, there
are several themed rooms,
including one for disco divas.
The specially designed room
includes a four poster-style
bed that’s designed to look
like a club stage, with dra-
matic spotlights.  

HF FÉNIX MUSIC,
PORTUGAL
The HF Fénix Music hotel in
the Portuguese capital of
Lisbon fully embraces its
name with a reception desk
shaped like a drum kit and a

bar inspired by the keyboard
of a piano. 

In the rooms at HF Fénix
Music, the musical theme
continues with giant murals
on the wall featuring every-
thing from turntables 
to guitars.

POP HOUSE, SWEDEN
Pop House Hotel is located in
Stockholm and it shares the
same address as Abba: The
Museum. The hotel has 49
rooms with a number of these
featuring decor inspired by
its next-door neighbour. For
instance, Mamma Mia! The
party room is decked out to
look like a cosy Greek villa,
while the Abba Gold Room
showcases the band’s private
gold and platinum records,
which are on loan from 
the museum.

ARIA HOTEL,
BUDAPEST 
The Aria Hotel in Budapest fea-
tures a symphony of lavish inte-
rior design inspired by music. In
the central atrium, there are
black-and-white tiles in the
shape of a piano keyboard run-
ning the length of the room. 

Each of the hotel’s four wings
is dedicated to one of four major
genres of music. 

APOSTROPHE 
HOTEL, PARIS 
At the Apostrophe Hotel in
Paris, there is a ‘musique’ room
featuring manuscript wallpaper
and piano keys on the ceiling,
which ‘will inspire you to write
your own music after a restful
and delightful night’. Amenities
in the room include a massag-
ing jet shower and, aptly, a
music player. 

—Daily Mail

Music-themed
hotels you 

can explore

A city built on water, many of Venice’s
fabulous buildings are held up by 
tree-trunks that serve as beams. 

The musique room at the Apostrophe Hotel in Paris.

FLOATING CITY’S
GLORIOUS PAST

IN THE 5th Century, as the
Roman Empire fell, barbar-
ians raided parts of present-
day Italy. People from the
mainland fled to Venice, to
escape persecution. As more
people entered the city, the
wealthy funded a risky
scheme: building a city on
water. Many of the struc-
tures you see floating on the
water are held up by
wooden tree-trunks, which
essentially serve as beams.
With no oxygen at this level,
the wood remained intact
for centuries, and the sedi-
ment strengthened the
wood. But climate change
and rising water-levels, com-
bined with industrial factors,
has led to erosion. Venice is
now often referred to as the
‘sinking city’, even as city
planners work on solutions. 
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AxisRooms, the hospitality industry’s trusted
cloud platform, has retained the position of
preferred software partner for the second
year. The AxisRooms–Airbnb tie-up is Airbnb’s
first business partnership in India with a
booking site controller for accommodations.
Airbnb works with leading software
providers globally.

To promote heritage tourism,
Resbird Technologies Private
limited (part of Bird Group) has
signed an agreement with the
Ministry of Tourism to launch

Audio Odigos, a mobile audio
guide that equips users with
data on monuments with pic-
tures, content and voice-over
support in many languages. 

AUDIO GUIDE APP FOR TOURISTS
AXISROOMS RETAINS AIRBNB 
PREFERRED SOFTWARE FOR 2019
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Some of the best architecture in
Venice includes chapels and 
churches; You can get lost in the lanes
of Venice (left).
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