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Greeks 

bearing

riffs

Two years after opening, Athens punk venue Bad Tooth has  changed the face of the city’s music scene. We braved the mosh pit
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extra-discerning clients there´s The Club, an exclusive area of rooms and The Club Lounge.
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Hotel Jardin Tropical is a unique lifestyle experience located in Costa Adeje on the South of Tenerife. 
It has its own architecture and Ethnic design in a tropical environment. Its modern gastronomy concept 

includes diff erent dining options and fl exible half board, while for extra-discerning clients there´s The Club, 
an exclusive area of rooms and The Club Lounge. Enjoy the open air Ocean Gym, preferential rates on 

all the island’s golf courses - or simply lounge by the sea-water pool and enjoy the view.
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It’s late on a Sunday night, and the 
Greek capital is winding down, 
ready for a new week. But things 
are just getting started over on 

Kakourgodikiou street in the hip Psyrri 
neighbourhood, where young people are 
loitering in the still-warm night, queuing 
to enter a curious narrow building with a 
distinctive pitch-black frontage. A large 
sign, written in thick white paint, reveals 
their destination: Bad Tooth. 

Originally conceived by three 
friends – Angeliki Danopoulou, Stavros 
Petropoulos and Christos Triantafyllou – 
this alternative music venue opened its 
doors in September 2017. Since then it’s 
completely changed the face of the Greek 
capital’s underground music scene, 
becoming not just the city’s number one 
destination for punk, hip-hop and hard 
rock, but the centre of its own egalitarian 
subculture, with its own distinctive style 
and devoted tribe of fans. » 

Previous page⁄ 
Gramm Eleven vocalist 
Ioanna Mpaxti 
From top⁄ 
The iconic frontage of 
Bad Tooth; alternative 
fashion is encouraged; 
the stage where bands 
bring the noise
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Anticipation in the 
Sunday night crowd as 
bands take to the stage

We’ve come for a taster and it’s not 
exactly pretty. The interior is gritty and 
drab, its dark walls are filled with tags, 
graffiti and band stickers; the air with 
smoke and stale beer. Vintage Ramones 
and Bad Religion tracks blast from the 
speakers as scruffy punters sweatily 
bunch around a long bar and a small 
stage equally crammed with Fender  
and Orange amps. 

According to Danopoulou, who 
now exclusively runs the venue, the 
rough edges are all part of the original 
ambition for the place – “We imagined 
this bar would be incompatible with its 
surroundings” – and its charm. “People 
who don’t understand punk aesthetics, 
they immediately leave,” she says. 

The grime’s certainly not putting off 
these crowds. Anticipation mounts as 
local darlings The Overjoyed, a seasoned 
band who have toured across Japan and 
Europe, take to the stage. The first guitar 
notes hit the speakers, and the crowd 
goes berserk. Two minutes into the set 
and some are already crowd-surfing. 

The palpable atmosphere is typical of 
and testament to the Bad Tooth effect. 

By tapping into the alternative scene, 
and staging regular free concerts in a city 
where gig tickets are expensive and music 
venues are in short supply, it’s become 
hugely popular in a very short time. 

Part of this is thanks to the sheer 
volume of live music this stage hosts 
each week. More than 200 punk, garage, 
rockabilly, new wave, alternative and hip-
hop acts have played since 2017. These 
include local heroes Bazooka and Vodka 
Juniors as well as more obscure names 
such as Junkheart, Monovine, Oldschool 
Rednecks, The Periods and Sister. 

Its appeal also owes a lot to its punk 
influences. As some might gather simply 
from looking at its striped frontage, the 
venue’s main inspiration is the legendary 
CBGB, the New York club responsible 
for bringing together the city’s ’70s 
underground scene. Talking Heads’ 
David Byrne, one of the key figures 
to emerge from that era, wrote in his 
brilliant How Music Works a list of the 
essential elements that a music venue has 
to have in order to become the catalyst for 
a thriving music community, including 
central location, laid-back atmosphere » 

“You can 
come as you 
are, even in 
your pyjamas. 
Nobody will 
give you funny 
looks in  
Bad Tooth”
Angeliki Danopoulou, Bad Tooth founder 
owner:
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“I love it, 
because 
it’s the 
only thing 
in the area 
that plays 
this kind of 
music” 
Andrianos Pontikakis,  
Bad Tooth regular
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and musician-friendly policies. Bad 
Tooth shares all these traits, providing 
the right conditions for musicians to 
perform, socialise and thrive. 

Indeed, it’s become the de facto 
meeting point for all local punk-rock 
musicians and DJs. “People who perform 
at Bad Tooth also hang out here,” 
enthuses Danopoulou. “We’ve become 
friends with all the bands.”

“From the first moment, we felt right 
at home on Bad Tooth’s stage,” agrees 
Ioanna Mpaxti, who fronts Gramm 
Eleven, a punk ’n’ roll band who played 
their first-ever gig here last year. 

The venue’s opening coincided with 
an interesting time for Greek music. 
The country is at a cultural crossroads, 
as tastes shift from the mainstream – 
typically dominated by Turkish-Arabian 
influences from the East – towards punk 
and alternative music, as well as local 
stoner rock. 

In today’s Greece, this kind of music 
has become important politically and 
socially as well as musically. It’s no secret 
that the country has gone through some 
pretty turbulent times in recent years. 
The financial crisis led to a rise in popular 
support for the far-right Golden Dawn. In 
2013, rapper Pavlos Fyssas was murdered 
by a member of that group, leading to the 
arrests of others in the party. 

Gramm Eleven’s Mpaxti, who also 
works with a local NGO, explains that 
choosing to play a more Western type of 
music is closely related to social issues. 
“Anti-fascism, homelessness and the 
refugee issue – these are the things that 
fuel our music-making,” she says.

As playing a more westward-looking 
sound has become a conscious choice 
for musicians, those that do have found 
synergy and a haven at Bad Tooth. 
“There’s a common understanding 
in terms of ideas and musical taste, » 

Above⁄ 
The bands that play at 
Bad Tooth look to the 
punk movement of 1970s 
New York for their main 
musical inspirations 

The rise of 
Greek punk
Greek punk rock has 
seen an undisputed 
resurgence in recent 
years. Bands such 
as Vodka Juniors, 
The Overjoyed, 
Junkheart, Day 
Oof, Wish Upon 
A Star, Despite 
Everything, Gramm 
Eleven and Bandage 
have been added 
to the long list of 
local heroes of the 
1980s and ’90s, 
like The Last Drive, 
Panx Romana, Deus 
Ex Machina and 
Grover. Bazooka’s 
recent explosive 
live performances 
– including one at 
Bad Tooth – have 
become a defining 
moment for the 
scene. Alongside 
punk, stoner rock 
has thrived too, with 
groups like Planet 
of Zeus, 1000mods 
and Nightstalker 
becoming prime 
representatives of 
the genre. 

“Bad Tooth 
is like a home 
for us”
Leonidas Theofylaktidis, The Overjoyed 
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which makes us feel more comfortable,” 
explains The Overjoyed frontman 
Leonidas Theofylaktidis.

Along the way, the club – despite its 
scruffy, unsavoury appearance – has 
become a symbol of a more open, 
welcoming culture. “Ideologically, we 
oppose the extremes,” says co-founder 
Danopoulou. “Everybody is welcome 
here, irrespective of gender, sexual 
orientation or religion.” 

It’s gay-friendly and gender-balanced, 
too. “People come here to have fun, not 
at the expense of others,” she adds. “The 
bar staff always keeps an eye out to make 
sure everyone’s alright. If someone’s 
being annoying, we make sure you won’t 
have to deal with it alone.”  

Almost two years since its 
establishment, what’s in store for Bad 
Tooth next? Danopoulou is pragmatic 

about the prospects of running an 
alternative music venue in Greece 
in 2019. Bands don’t earn a flat fee 
anymore. Musicians and venue are 
placed on equal footing, as bar profits 
are shared. “The music and the people 
are the most important,” she says. 
“Money comes second.”  

Yet, she can’t hide her satisfaction 
with the way things have turned out.  
“I like spending my time here,” she 
smiles. “If I can make a living out of  
it too – which I have managed to do  
so far – then even better. If in the  
years to come Bad Tooth stays like  
it is right now, I’ll be very happy.”  
facebook.com/badtoothbar
Norwegian flies to Athens from Oslo, 
Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki and 
New York. Book flights, a hotel and a 
rental car at Norwegian.com 

Barrett 
This punk-ish bar, 
fittingly located 
next door to Syd 
record shop, is 
Athens’ prime 
indie/alternative 
destination. The 
two-storey club gets 
packed early, so 
make sure to arrive 
in time to secure 
a coveted place at 
the bar.
barrett-athens.gr

Crust 
A popular pizza 
place fitted with a 
tiny dance club in its 
basement, Crust is 
Athenian nightlife’s 
ultimate music and 
food double act, 
keeping both feet 
and stomach happy. 
crust.gr

48 Urban Garden
This food truck 
bar inside a 
contemporary art 
gallery is basically 
peak hipster Athens. 
It’s a great spot for 
late night cocktails, 
particularly 
those made with 
herbs from their 
own garden. 
48urbangarden.gr

Three more 
hip Athens 
hotspots

Above⁄ 
Bad Tooth wants 
everyone to feel safe and 
welcome, so the crowd 
tends to be mixed in age, 
sexuality and gender
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