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ai‘anae-born C.J. Kale often goes to extraordinary

tlengths to capture pictures of life — whether here in

‘theislands or in remote locations as Outer Mongolia.
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T

ost photographers

don’t head to the

far reaches of Outer
Mongoliato get those once-in
a-lifetime shots, But then, most
photographers aren’t C J. Kale

“I do things not everyone is
doing."” says Kale 42,

In fact, when he travels o
places such as Outer Mongo-
lia, photography gear in hand.
the areas are so remote that he
considers them “Outer, Outer,
Outer Mongelia.”

“When ldothe Gobi, 1 don’t
dao it like most people. I arnve
at the mam arport, and then fly
eight more hours, then crank
across the Mongohian land-
scape another eight hours by
4WD van to get where [ need
1o be,” explains the Katlua-Ko-
nat resident.

And it's a good thing. be-
cause that's how Kale was able
to capture breathtaking imag
es of Mongolia's famed. elite
eagle hunters; colorful camel

herders: shadowed sand dunes
and: magnificent, palette-in-
tensive landscapes in one of
the most beautiful and remote
places on carth.

But before Kule ever ven-
tured o Mongolia (later this
vear, he will be making his
third trip). he became famous

for his extreme lava photog-
raphy and iconic “through the
barrel” surf shots.

Born and raised on the
Wai‘anae Coast, Kale spent
the early part of his life in the
ocean, sailing, surfing and
lifeguarding, and was a state
champion competitive swim-
mer. He then joined the U.S.
Navy and did a stint as a rescue
swimmer, and later became a
boat captain and dive master.

In search of volcanoes, Kale
eventually moved to the Big
Island, where he developed a
keen interest and passion for
shooting Kilauea, specifical-
ly the Hows from Puu "0'o,
which covered the Middle
East Rilt Zone and have, until
last year, lowed into the ocean
since 1983,

“I love shooting the volca-
no.” Kale says. “That's why |
live here. It’s the only place on
Earth where you can literally
stand within 2 feet of your po

sition the previous day or even
previous hour and never see the
same landscape twice. When
Ansel Adams shot Half Dome
(in California). it didn’t move.
What changes there is the light
and the weather conditions.
“But with the volcano, it’s
dynamic, alive, constantly in

Over the years, CJ. Kale has pointed his camera in many directions, nduding
(clockwise from top) at Kilauea, specifically the lava flows from Pu'u '0'; at
‘mermaids” lounging in a tide pool; and at eagle hunters from Outer Mongolia.
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motion. There's so much op-
portunity to capture the lava
flows. the ocean energy, the
light and landscape ”

Kale and his former partner,
photographer Nick Selway,
gol famous for jumping in
near-boiling water superhbeal-
ed by Kilavea lava flows to get
that epic shot they envisioned:
Dripping, globbing lava falling
intothe sea as seen throughthe
barrel of a wave

Waorking together, they final
ly achieved it after five years of
trying. It was not easy

Wearing 15 pourns of cam-
era gear and only a pair of fins,
they took turns jumping n and
treading water until they got
the millon-dollar shot.

Al all times, they were ex-
posed to lava bombs in the
waler, the possibility of instant
boiling water surrounding
them, and collapsing benches
and beaches.

As a lifelong waterman,
Kale knew what he was doing
inthe ocean. respected Mother
Nature and 0ok proper precau-
tons. including having back-
up on the beach. (Needless to
say. don’t try this at home!)

Today, the volcano is quiet.
For Kale. this is a sad affair.

“Krlauea has been my life
and my biggest dedication,
sccond only to my wife and
children.” he says. “I miss the
beauty of the volcano like a
family member. “Till we meet
again, I will always have a
empty place in my heart for
this fire of creation.”

Froman carly age Kale had
akeen interest in photography.
His mom was a professional
photographer who shot wed-
dings. swimsuil models and
beach scenes. She gave him his
first camera — an old Olympus

SEE PAGE 30
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m. Kale: In Search Of The ‘Epic Photo’

FROM PAGE 23

with a halt wind.

In those days, he was able
toinsert a roll of 24 exposures
and get 48 out of it. He prac-
ticed constantly out in nature
and even sold a few images.

At that point, he decided
photography would be his life,
his obsession and his passion.
He enrolled at the New York In-
stitute of Photography, caming
an associate’s in photography.

Following his old-school
training in fine ant photogra-
phy. Kale strictly adheres to
his principles. as well as acom-
mitment to do the hard work it
takes to get a photo with the
perfect light and conditions
evenif itmeans going back the
nextday,or the day after,orthe
day after.

“1"mthat guy who will teach
you how to take five photos
that arc good the first time out
in the ficld — not how to fix
five bad photos on your com-
puter,” says Kale. “l won't do
it. I don’t cheat photography.
When you cheat, you are show-
ing a fantasy world . not the real
world. I'm that weird guy who
thinks your photography work
should stand on its own, with
no tricks.”

Indeed. on his Lava Light
Galleries door, a sign reads:
“Open most days. closed
when the light is right.”

Sometimes that light calls

you from the other side of the
world.

When client Bill McDowell
planned a trip to Mongolia, he
hired Kale for his photography
expertise and adventure back
ground.

For centuries, the nomad-
1c Kazakh people of western
Mongolia have hunted on
horsebuck with trained gold-
en eagles and other raptors.
They target rabbits. foxes and
marmots for their fur, which is
used in their traditional cloth
ing.

The incredible colors, tex-
tures, perspective and panora-
muas along the mountans and
steppes of this remote arca,
along with the beauty of the
Kazakh cagle hunters. make
for some outstanding photog-
raphy — and is just the next
notch up in Kale's art.

Dense with accolades
covers for National Geo
graphic, Outdoor Photogra
phy Magazine, Professional
Photography Monthly, Surfer
Magazine, UK Daily Mail,
New York Times . BBC. Ocean

Views and One World, One
Ocean — Kale also has had his
work displayed in the Smithso-
nian Institution and has been
recognized with numerous
awards and contests. He is
driven by more than racking
up prestigious honors, though.
His authenticity and dedication
is at the core of what he does,

“If you know how to use
photography equipment prop-
erly. you will get lots of great
shots.” he says. “With land-
scape photography, you are
always atthe mercy of the ele-
ments. So you also have to put
inthe time. If you are constant-
ly out there in the right place,
shooting with the right skills,
and the right light, you're go-
ing to mcrease the number of
amazing shots you gel. Every
day of my life, I hope to get
that epic photo.”

Check out Kale's work at
his two Lava Light Galler
ies locarions in Kailua Kona
and Queen’s MarketPlace in
Waikaloa, or at lavalighigal -
leries.com.

[Top right} With camera in hand, Kale swims closer to the paint where hot lava
meets the Pacific Dcean. (Above left, right and below) A traveller to faraway
locations, Kale perfectly captures the high points of life as an eagle hunter and

camel herder in the Gobi Desert,




