
 

 

February 3, 2018 

COPYEDITING SAMPLES—CLIENT: CLEVELAND WATER ALLIANCE 

 

Cleveland Water Alliance: branding Erie Hack 2017. 

• Key tasks: make the prose sing. Clarify the branding of the “blue economy.” 

• What they gave to me. 

Aqua Hack: United for Lake Erie is a tech-driven international water innovation 

competition and accelerator program that will bring together coders, developers, 

engineers and water experts to generate creative solutions to Lake Erie’s biggest 

challenges. The competition, which will award $100,000 to the winners, focuses on 

creating publicly accessible mobile apps, open data and new technology to elevate the 

value of clean water and leverage its potential to drive the economic vitality of the 

Great Lakes region [aka “The Blue Economy.”] The Aqua Hack is managed by the 

Cleveland Water Alliance in collaboration with IBM and DigitalC as well as local 

champions and funders from each of Lake Erie’s major metropolitan areas.  

• What I returned to them.  

Erie Hack 2017 is a technologically driven competition and accelerator program that 

unites coders, developers, engineers and water experts to generate enduring solutions 

to Lake Erie’s biggest challenges. The competition includes $100,000 in prize money 

for the top five hacks. Working from the challenge statements derived from ideation 

sessions with NASA representatives and regional stakeholders, teams are charged with 

creating publicly accessible mobile apps, open data sources and new technologies for 

“the blue economy”: the emergent economic sector dedicated to the sustainable 

stewardship of bodies of freshwater around the globe. Erie Hack 2017 provides 

regional high school and college students with the opportunity to combine their 

budding expertise with solid mentoring to become stakeholders in the blue economy. 

http://clevelandwateralliance.org/
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Cleveland Water Alliance: sample of prose for grantmakers. 

• Key task: improve the narrative in terms of clarity and concision. The original document  
was over 5000 words. My second edit was 4500 words. 

• Historical stuff: what they gave to me (269 words). 

Northeast Ohio has a unique eco-structure of water related businesses, industry, and 
academic-based researchers, along with a robust and supportive system of business 
accelerators that bring access to capital. These water related businesses, as indicated 
through two studies, contribute an additional $1.5 billion in economic impact to 
Northeast Ohio’s economy (separate from and not to be confused with a similar 
number from tourism, sports fishing, & travel). Many of the water related businesses 
are a by-product of Cleveland’s troubled history with its working river, the Cuyahoga. 
Once treated as a ‘flowing dump’ by both the population and industry in the absence 
of laws/regulations on river dumping, the river carried refining oil, gasoline, oil, paint, 
and meals, and caught fire many times during the 1950s and 1960s. In 1969 the 
Cuyahoga River caught on fire yet again, but this incident gained national attention 
when captured by a Time magazine article (ironically with photos from a fire a decade 
before). By 1969, the river had become dead with no oxygen in it, making it 
uninhabitable for any plant or animal life. Today, after much investment, strengthened 
regulation, and collaborative work by local, state, and federal governments and 
regional businesses, the Cuyahoga is a river in recovery and life has returned, though 
important work still remains. Furthermore, it remains a working river, transporting 
tons of iron ore daily to the steel industry and products back to the world. A similar 
story can be told about Lake Erie, which has seen remarkable recovery from historic 
levels of pollution, but today is again threatened due to high phosphorus loading 
causing harmful algal blooms (HABs).  

• What I returned to them (198 words). 

Northeast Ohio has a distinctive set of businesses, industries, and academic-based 
researchers in the blue economy, as well as a robust and supportive network of 
business accelerators. These water-related businesses contribute a discrete $1.5BN to 
the region’s economy—i.e., independent of the economic impact of tourism, sports 
fishing, and travel. Many of the businesses in the blue economy have their roots in 
Cleveland’s troubled history with the Cuyahoga River. Prior to the advent of river-
dumping regulations, barges of refining oil, gasoline, and paint travelled the river and 
regularly provided the fuel for the Cuyahoga fires of the 1950s and 1960s. In 1969, a 
particular fire on the Cuyahoga River attracted national attention following a feature 
article in Time magazine, which erroneously included photos of a fire from the 1950s. 
By 1969, the river was dead. Its oxygen deficiency made it uninhabitable for plant or 
animal life. Today, after considerable investment, strengthened regulation, and 
collaborative work by regional businesses and local, state, and federal officials, the 
Cuyahoga River serves a waterway for transport and wildlife. Still, important work 
remains. Lake Erie, too, has recovered from historic levels of pollution, but remains 
under threat today from harmful algal blooms (HABs). 

# # # 


