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V
Vietnamese restaurant Anh and Chi 
is known for serving up banh mi and 
wok-fried glass noodles in a clean, 
polished environment. But the food 
isn’t the only thing that stands out at 
this Vancouver eatery.
    “The whole restaurant is very 
minimal. We have gold lighting, off -white 
walls, a lot of  wood to add warmth and 
cool tiles that give off  a vintage colonial 
French feel. Then, when you go to the 
washroom, it’s BOOM. It defi nitely 
makes a statement,” says co-founder 
Amelie Nguyen.
    At Anh and Chi there is no signage 
to point patrons to the restroom. 
Rather, they walk down a corridor 
covered in tropical Martinique 
wallpaper and encounter a communal 
cement trough sink accented by matte-
gold faucets. Large wooden doors for 
each individual stall are embellished 
with an intricate pattern of  lines that 
are “a metaphor for the sun opening 
up into the lush jungle,” while lighting 
is kept moody and dim. “We want 
to create a space where you can 
reconnect with nature and leave feeling 
refreshed and sexy,” Nguyen explains.
    Since opening in 2016 after 
revamping the mom-and-pop joint 
that Nguyen’s parents ran for more 

than three decades, Anh and Chi 
has garnered a tonne of  accolades, 
including being among the most 
beautiful and photogenic restaurants in 
Vancouver. But it was being named a 
top nominee in Cintas Canada’s Best 
Restroom contest in 2018 that was a 
game-changer for the eatery.
    “When I fi rst heard the news, I was 
mortifi ed and embarrassed,” Nguyen 
admits. “Thankfully, we have achieved 
several awards for best Vietnamese 
food and best bartender in the city. As 
the story developed and when people 
fi nally caught on to our intention [to 
create a gender-neutral restroom], I 
was so proud.”
    Anh and Chi is not alone in shaking 
up the public-restroom space through 
décor—or otherwise. Cintas hopes to 
change all that, too, with its annual 
crowning of  Canada’s prettiest potties. 
As in previous years, this year’s contest 
highlights restrooms that have achieved 
top marks in cleanliness, visual appeal, 
functionality, innovation and unique 
design elements. The St. Albert 
Honda dealership in Alberta won 
last year for its hands-free “stepNpull” 
door opener, while an Esso petrol 
kiosk along the Alaska Highway 
clinched the prize in 2016 for its 
modern, classy look.
    Cintas Canada marketing manager 
Candice Raynsford says improving 
décor has been one of  the most 
signifi cant ways that public-restroom 
experiences have changed over 
the years. Besides adopting more 
minimalist features, many now feature 
“vibrant colours, fun wallpaper 
patterns, chic chandeliers and even 
unique elements such as scent, 
furniture and themed doors”.
    Canadian companies and 
businesses, however, aren’t the only 
ones making the throne room worthy 
of  Instagram. Take Squamish-born, 
Vancouver-based infl uencer Jessica 
Luxe: last November, a photo she 
uploaded onto Insta stories showing 
her using her shoe to fl ush a public 
toilet unleashed a wave of  reactions. 
The positive responses she received, 
as well as the opportunity to shoot 
content in a unique-yet-relatable way, 
inspired her to create a sub-community 
she cheekily dubbed #fl ushitlikeluxe. 
    “[My #fl ushitlikeluxe series] is a 
desire to connect with my audience 
over something more than ‘you’re 
beautiful’ or ‘your outfi t is awesome,’” 
says Luxe matter-of-factly. “I want to 
connect with them over something 
that’s real and something we both have 
in common. I guess that happened to 
be fl ushing toilets with my shoe!” 
    So far, a photo featuring her Fila 
dad sneaker hovering over the fl ush 
button has received more than a 
thousand likes and was one of  her 
most-saved posts in the last three 
months. Her insider tips on where to 
fi nd beautiful restrooms in Vancouver? 
Belgian establishment Chambar and 
dim sum resto Pink Pearl. 
    With places like Anh and Chi’s 
around, there’s loads of  restroom 
inspo to draw from when it comes to 
elevating bathroom décor at home 
(tropical jungle vibes anyone?). That 
they have played a part in generating 
a social media trend might also be an 
inkling for what is to come.
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