
Like them or hate 
them, spiders are 
everywhere. They 
have existed for 

over 350 million years and 
there are more than 40,000 
species of spiders crawling 
on this planet as you read 
this. And contrary to popular 
notion, of the thousands 
of spider species known to 
mankind, only about 25 are 
thought to have venom that 
has an effect on humans. 

Most bites can be easily 
cured with an ice-pack and 
some ointment.

The Spiderman series 
definitely helped these 
eight legs creatures 
rise to fame. While most 
spider bites are harmless, 
not all can claim to give 
you superhuman skills.  
The latest one in the 
series, Spiderman - Into 
the Spider-verse is an 
animated movie releasing 

on 14th December in India. It 
is set in a shared multiverse 
called “Spider-Verse” 
and features multiple 
alternate universes. This 
is how the protagonist 
Jim Morales meets 
the other Spider-Men. 
Interestingly, this 
animation film required 
almost 140 animators, 
the largest crew ever 
used by Sony Pictures 
Animation for a film.
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SPIDERS HAVE LONG BEEN LOOKED

DARK CORNERS OF YOUR HOUSE.AS CREEPY-CRAWLERS HIDING IN THE DEEP,

BUT HOW MUCH DO WE REALLY KNOW ABOUT THEM?
BY AYUSHI SHAH



ALL SHAPES AND SIZES
While the members of the class come in all size and 
shapes, larger spiders come under the tarantula 
category and are covered in little hair-like structures 
called setae. The smallest is the pinhead-sized 
Mygalomorph spider while the largest of them all so 
far is the Goliath birdeater tarantula (Theraphosa 
leblondi). However, contrary to its name this South 
American spider which is almost the size of a small 
rodent, barely ever gobbles down birds. It mostly feasts 
on arthropods and vertebrates like mice and lizards.

SKILLED ADAPTERS 
Some spiders have evolved impressively 
with skills ranging from underwater survival 
to deft speed. Spiders can mostly survive 
water submersion, with the duration 
ranging from 20 minutes (Raft spiders) to 
36 hours (wolf spider, Arctosa fulvolineata) 
depending on the species. In fact, the diving 
bell spider (Argyroneta aquatica) is a 
species of spider known to spend almost its 
entire life underwater. 

HIGHLY INTELLIGENT
According a Wired article, South America’s Amazon 
rainforests are home to spiders that use insect 
corpses and wilderness trash to build big, spider-
shaped decoys in its web. A new species in the genus 
Cyclosa, these spiders construct a dummy replica that 
looks strikingly similar and is almost four times bigger 
than their own bodies. Researchers and scientists 
believe that this is done to distract or confuse its 
predators while the spider is well-camouflaged in its 
own creation.

COLOURFUL DANCERS 
The image of spiders being dull and scary is abrogated by a species 

of brilliantly coloured dancing spiders. Peacock spiders are a part 
of the jumping spider family of the Maratus species. Known for 
their kaleidoscopic colours and their crazy mating dance, these 
arachnids can see more colours than a human being. Mating 
often is a question or death for the males. In a National Geographic 

report, Michael Kasumovic the co-author of a study on them also 
said “If females don’t like a male, they’ll eat them.” 
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WATCH SPIDER-MAN: INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE BY SONY PICTURES INDIA IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH MARVEL. THE FILM RELEASES IN INDIA ON 14 DECEMBER 2018 AND WILL  BE DUBBED IN 
TAMIL, TELUGU AND HINDI.

PROMOTION


