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if you’re looking to forge a regional identity, one honest approach is to 
make a cheesy, low-budget ad, run it 20 times a day on local TV, and never 
change it for 20 years. 

Take, for example, the commercial for Grand Prospect Hall, which 
has haunted New York viewers for decades. Over the screeching strings 
of Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons,” Michael and 
Alice Halkias promise, “We make your dreams 
come true!” in thick Greek accents. The hus-
band-and-wife team are the owners of one of 
New York’s most unusual buildings, which has 
held a spot in Brooklyn’s heart since the 1890s, 
when Brooklyn society would step out of their 
opulent Park Slope brownstones to see high-
brow vaudeville shows and operas in the gilded 
auditorium. The original structure—a four-sto-
ry 140,000 square-foot “temple of music and 
amusement”—was built in 1892 by local devel-
oper John Kolle. The building burned down in 
December 1900.

Kolle rebuilt it three years later at 263 Prospect Avenue on an even 
grander scale—when it reopened it included a bowling alley in the base-
ment, a German-style oak-paneled beer hall, a shooting range, a roof 
garden, and at its center, a massive ballroom with 40-foot-high ceilings. 
About 80 years later, rap videos would be filmed in that same room, in-
cluding Foxy Brown’s “Big Bad Mama,” a Cinderella-themed tale wherein 
a Lucite stripper slipper is left behind on the steps at midnight. Over 
the years, the events held in the building echoed the heartbeat of the 

city: a rally by William Randolph Hearst, the first stop on the national 
campaign of the Women’s Suffrage Movement, a mass meeting of more 
than 3,500 New Yorkers demanding a subway on Fourth Avenue. (It 
appears that complaining about the MTA was already the zeitgeist back 
in the 1900s.) Al Capone frequented the Hall’s speakeasy during Prohibi-

tion (he reportedly got the nickname “Scarface” 
from a scrap at the Hall that left him wound-
ed). Capone also had a reserved balcony box in 
the opera house.

The building deteriorated with age until the 
Halkias family bought it in 1981, spending 18 
years colorfully restoring the interiors and exte-
rior. They stripped the original paint and went 
with a chintzy palette of gold leaf and pastel 
green and pink, recreated the original molding 
in a basement workshop, installed reproduc-
tions of Old Master paintings, and salvaged 
fixtures like crystal chandeliers from other shut-
tered event spaces. The result is a sort of Dis-

ney-does-Hapsburg one-stop shop for weddings and banquets. In a review 
from 2000, Time Out New York offered, “imagine Mozart on ecstasy and 
you’ll begin to grasp the outlandishness of this mammoth structure.” Im-
mortalized in the 1986 commercial, Grand Prospect Hall now has a year-
long waitlist to “make your dreams come true.” 

On May 25, the Red Bull Music Academy celebrates 12 Years of 
DFA Records at Grand Prospect Hall. The revelry has been 110 years in  
the making.  -Olivia graham

“It would be Friday, [and] either the boss wanted 
to go on a date, or they wanted to play [the 

record] out in the club that night. That’s why they 
call it the voodoo art—you’d have to fit 24 minutes 

onto one side of a record, get it down to 20 
minutes without it skipping.” — Legendary engineer 
Herb ‘The Pump’ Powers on mastering, May 10, 2013

ChanCe enCOunters
As the participants of Term Two of Red Bull Music Academy 2013 stream into our city from 
all over the world, we asked them to tell us who they’d love to bump into on the streets 

of New York. Responses ranged from comedians to DJs to rich benefactors. (In case you were 
wondering who Daily Note dreams of running into, it’s Walt ‘Clyde’ Frazier.)

KiD smPl
Seattle, waShington

Bumping into Louis CK 
would be really cool. 
I feel like he would be 
one of the more humble 
and normal celebrities 
to interact with in the 
city. He could probably 
recommend a really dope 

diner.

kidsmpl.com

tranCemiCsOul
Pretoria, South africa

It has to be DJ Spinna. 
I’m a huge fan of Mr. 
Williams’ work, be it 

hip-hop or house. I just 
like the fact that he is 
into different kinds of 
genres in terms of music 
production, [rather] 

than being a specialist 
in house. That’s my 
vision and mission as 

well.

soundcloud.com/
trancemicsoul

sQuallOsCOPe
Vienna, auStria

A random millionaire 
who likes my music so 
much that he or she 
is willing to pay my 
rent for the next few 
years just out of plain 

niceness.

squalloscope.com

lOve Cult
PetrozaVodSk, ruSSia

Antony Hegarty. Have 
you seen Shortbus? I 
bet Antony could show 

me such places.

lovecult.net

KraFtmatiKs
lagoS, nigeria

DJ Premier. Growing up 
on his productions, I 
wondered how a producer 
from Texas and an MC 
from Boston carved out 
the New York sound of 
hip-hop. He created 

that standard.

soundcloud.com/
kraftmatiks

hall OF Fame
The wild history of Brooklyn’s Grand Prospect Hall.

reCOrDeD live
FOR RED BULL MUSIC ACADEMY RADIO
TUNE IN AT RBMARADIO.COM
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