
 
3219985_2 

Aspiring Lawyers Learn the Basics from Ropes & Gray Attorneys 
 
Middle School Students from Boston Public Schools Participate in Legal 
Apprenticeship Program  

 
At first, Derrek thought the Discovering Justice Legal Apprenticeship Program 

(LAP) was going to be boring. “When I first got accepted,” he said, “I didn’t want to 
go.” However, after 10 weekly classes held inside the downtown Boston offices of 
Ropes & Gray, “I’ve got a new goal now,” says Derrick. “I want to be a lawyer.” 

 
Derrek is one of nine participants in the Citizen Schools after-school education 

program, which is a joint venture between Discovering Justice and Citizen Schools. 
The program brings inner-city sixth and seventh grade students from Boston Public 
Schools into the offices of Ropes & Gray for a crash course in litigation. The students, 
mostly from economically disadvantaged households, include Sheila, Jonathan, 
Cedric, Derrick, Carl, Gerard, Daquan, Sindel, and Dapheny. 

 
Attorneys Volunteer to Teach Classes 
 

Led by associates Bonnie McGuire, Adam Wright and John Bueker, the one-
hour classes taught the students everything from how to give opening and closing 
statements to how to cross-examine a witness—all the basics of being a trial lawyer. 
The students also learned how to analyze problems, how to improve their public 
speaking skills, and as Sheila, one of the students in the program put it, “the ability 
to question people.” 

 
Adding their expertise to the class discussions were 20 other Ropes & Gray lawyers 
who shared their time and talents with the students, whether it was acting as a 
guest lecturer, playing the part of a witness, or mentoring one of the students as 
they prepared their cases. This individual mentoring may be what is missing from 
their day-to-day school experiences. The one-on-one attention opens the students 
up to a whole new world of opportunities.  Other participants from Ropes & Gray 
included Amy Auth, Kate Cimini, Turner Buford, Tracy Brown, Joshua Levy, 
Cathy Mondell, Abim Thomas, Paula Ingram, Eric Christofferson, Erika 
Reinders and Kristy Nardone.  

 
Real-Life Experience Inside the Moakley Courthouse 
 

The program culminated in an Evening of Mock Trials, held May 11 at the John J. 
Moakley U.S. Courthouse in Boston. The young litigants had the opportunity to argue 
their cases in front of federal and state court judges, VIP jurors, family, and 
community members. Cambridge District Court Judge Jonathan Brant presided over 
the case presented by the Ropes & Gray apprentices. 

 
The students agreed that working with “real” lawyers and arguing their case at a 

“real” courthouse with a “real” judge was an incredible and “exciting” experience—
one that they are not soon to forget. 

 
“At first I was scared about going into the courtroom, because I’ve never been 

there before,” says Carl. “Now, I know how to lay the law down.” 
 
The case, written by the Ropes & Gray associate teachers, was of a student 

accused of breaking into the school and stealing a test. “It was fun to teach the 
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students how to be a lawyer in a courtroom,” says Adam Wright. “We got to write 
the case and see it through from beginning to end.”  
Gaining Life Skills 
 

Another student in the class, Jonathan, learned more than just the law, he said.  
He learned about the importance of eye contact, “talking slowly and projecting my 
voice,” Jonathan says he can use these skills when acting, and when going on job 
interviews. “Now I use enthusiasm in my voice in everyday life.” He also learned the 
art of “being charismatic.” 

 
“It’s amazing to watch how much confidence grows in each one of these kids. 

That’s the biggest benefit,” says John Bueker. At the mock trial event, the larger 
community of judges, lawyers, community and family participates and observes. “It 
shows the students that people are taking an interest in them and supporting them. 
For me it’s a grounding experience that totally changes my perspective and keeps 
me focused on the things that matter.” 

 
Bonnie McGuire, who has been involved with the LAP for three years, says it 

“helps the kids’ self-confidence quite a bit. It’s very impressive.” By coming to the 
law firm every week to learn, “the kids get a better sense of what we do. We want to 
instill in them a knowledge and understanding of law.” 

 
Although the defense won the case, “both teams did an excellent job,” says 

Shawn Paulling, teaching fellow at Citizen Schools. “They ought to be proud of their 
performance.”  

 
Deborah Tracy, events manager at Discovering Justice, praises the staff at Ropes 

& Gray. “We’ve had the good fortune of working with Ropes & Gray. They’ve been a 
tremendous resource. Their hard work and professionalism reflects on the kids’ 
performance at the mock trials.” 

 
One student, Cedric, liked the LAP so much that he signed up for it twice in a row. 

The second semester gave him a chance to “gain more skills.” He is not shy to 
mention that he “won both cases.” This experience will help him pursue his new goal. 
“When I grow up, I want to be a lawyer.” 

 
The class had their final wrap-up session on Tuesday, May 16. This was a time for 

the students to reflect on what they have learned and share feedback with their 
teacher and the Ropes & Gray associates.  

 
Lessons Learned 
 

The lessons learned at the LAP were things that will help them now and in the 
future. “When my teacher talks to me, I know how to speak louder now,” says 
Sheila. Being a legal apprentice “felt good, because I knew I was helping somebody.” 

 
“I thought I did a very good job being able to prove somebody wrong,” says 

Derrick. “I did something that most kids my age wouldn’t do.” Even though he lost 
his case, “I still felt like a winner.” 

 
Yet, it was not just the students who gained something from the classes. “It was 

an eye-opening experience, learning more about the law,” says Shawn Paulling. The 
Ropes & Gray volunteers were “very supportive professionals.” 
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All three associate teachers plan to participate again next year, tweaking some 

things along the way. “We’ll probably do more role-playing,” says Adam Wright. “The 
kids really enjoyed that.” 

 
Looking back over the past ten weeks working with the students from William 

Barton Rogers Middle School, Adam says he improved some of his skills as well. 
“We’ve gotten better at teaching.” 

 
“You’ve all learned a tremendous amount,” Adam said to the class in their final 

wrap-up session. “Something to remember is that you’re not only representing the 
client or the Commonwealth, but you’re also representing yourself.” 
 
 


