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the time, how much excitement it generated, and how divisive 
it was” in the minds of people all around the world. 

Apollo 11: The Inside Story
David Whitehouse. Icon, July
Written by a career astronomer and science correspondent 
who covered the people involved in all aspects of the first 
moon landing, this title’s narrative relies on the author’s old 
notes and tapes, press kits he stashed away in his archive, 
and his own perspective, honed over the course of his 40-year 
career, of what the journey meant to the astronauts 
themselves. 

Carrying the Fire
Michael Collins. FSG, Apr. (reissue)
Collins, who also flew on the 1966 Gemini 10 mission, is the 
only one of three Apollo 11 astronauts who didn’t walk on the 

July 20, 2019, marks the 50th anniversary of Apollo 
11, the first space mission to put humans on the 
moon. For this feature, we rounded up forthcoming, 
recent, and reissued adult and children’s books 
pegged to the watershed achievement, and spoke 
with the authors of several current titles.

Apollo 11
Narratives and pictorials showcase the people and events 
integral to the July 1969 mission.

Apollo 11: The Moon Landing in Real Time 
Ian Passingham. Pen & Sword, Sept.
Historian Passingham offers a day-by-day account of the lead-up 
to the Apollo 11 launch, the flight itself, and splashdown. In 
doing so, he writes, he intends to grapple with “what it meant at 

Moonstruck

Five decades after humans first walked the 
lunar surface, publishers are suiting up to 

commemorate the milestone

By LeLa Nargi



W W W . P U B L I S H E R S W E E K LY. C O M 25

S p a c e  E x p l o r a t i o n

surface of the moon. In 1974, shortly after this memoir was 
first published, he spoke with PW about wanting to tell his 
story “without going through a PR filter” and described the 
feeling of being outside a spacecraft: “There’s just you 
hanging there in deep dark space, with the world going by 
your shoulder.”

First Man
James R. Hansen. S&S, 2018 reissue
Originally published in 2005, Hansen’s Neil Armstrong biog-
raphy, which received a starred PW review, was adapted for a 
2018 film, which won an Oscar for best visual effects. Various 
editions have together sold 87,000 print copies. As the 
author writes in his preface, it took three years for Armstrong 
to agree to cooperate in the book’s creation, but once he did, 
he “sat with me for fifty-five hours of interviews and agreed to 
comment on every draft chapter.” 

First on the Moon
Rod Pyle. Sterling, Apr.
Packed with archival images and documents, some of them 
previously unpublished, this book includes a foreword by Buzz 
Aldrin. It’s one of several new gift-appropriate photo books 
and covers the mission from start to finish. Pyle has written 
several books on space exploration and is also the author of 
The Apollo Missions (Carlton, Sept.), which annotates first-
person accounts from astronauts across the Apollo program. 

Magnificent Desolation
Buzz Aldrin with Ken Abraham. Harmony, 2009
The second, later-life autobiography of the Apollo 11 lunar 
module pilot is an “inspiring” story, PW’s review said, that 
exhibits “a different, perfectly human kind of hero, giving 
readers a sympathetic look at a man eclipsed by his own 
legend.”

Moonbound
Jonathan Fetter-Vorm. Hill and Wang, June
Michael Collins contributes the foreword to this graphic novel 
tracing humankind’s fascination with the moon back to prehis-
tory. Fetter-Vorm depicts the Apollo 11 mission and the lives 
of its astronauts in color, while earlier dreams of lunar land-
ings, including the parallel Soviet efforts to reach the moon, 
are shown in monochrome.

NASA Mission AS-506 Apollo 11 Owner’s Workshop Manual
Christopher Riley and Phillip Dolling. Motorbooks, Apr. (reissue)
The authors, who have worked on numerous science docu-
mentaries for the BBC, look at all the hardware that made the 
mission possible, through photos, engineering drawings, and 
schematics. Originally published in 2010.

Neil Armstrong
Jay Barbree. St. Martin’s/Dunne, 2014
NBC correspondent Barbee’s portrait of Armstrong, a Korean 
War pilot who became a space exploration legend, includes a 
foreword from John Glenn. PW’s review called it “an eye-
opening and entertaining tale of the race to the moon.”

One Giant Leap 
Charles Fishman. S&S, June 
Fishman (The Wal-Mart Effect) focuses on the behind-the-scenes 
work of engineers, factory workers, and others who surmounted 
“10,000 challenges,” he writes, to accomplish the lunar 
landing, as well as the astronauts’ less-recounted stories, 
such as their experiences with the peculiar smell of the moon.

Picturing Apollo 11
J. L. Pickering and John Bisney. Univ. Press of Florida, Apr.
Rare images assembled by Pickering, a space flight historian 
and archivist, concentrate on the months leading up to and 
encompassing the launch, including contact sheets of the 
astronauts, their training exercises, and the recovery after 
splashdown in the North Pacific.

Rocket Men
Craig Nelson. Viking, 2009
PW’s starred review called this title an “exciting read,” 
praising the way it follows Apollo 11 commander Neil 
Armstrong “in nail-biting detail as he tries to find a place to 
land with less than a minute’s worth of fuel remaining.”

Shoot for the Moon
James Donovan. Little, Brown, out now
Donovan, whose previous books delved into the Alamo and 
Little Bighorn, turns his attention skyward with this look at the 
U.S.-Soviet space race, “a perfect volume to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the lunar landing and all that led up to 
it,” PW’s starred review said.

★ ★
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Beyond the Moonwalk
A half-century of scientific speculation preceded the space 
race, which made rock stars out of celestial explorers. 

Chasing the Moon
Robert Stone and Alan Andres. Ballantine, June
The companion book to Stone’s forthcoming documentary 
series, which will air on PBS in July, highlights research into 
the plausibility of moon missions beginning in 1903 with 
Russian father of rocketry Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, who in turn 
was influenced by the science fiction writing of Jules Verne.

For All Mankind 
Harry Hurt III. Grove, July (reissue)
This reissue of a 1998 release examines the years between 
1968 and 1972, when “twenty-four men left the earth and 
flew to the moon,” Hurt writes. It also considers the dichoto-
mous American reaction, he writes, “of joy and disappointment, 
elation and outright disapproval” to the Apollo project.

The Mission of a Lifetime
Basil Hero. Grand Central, Apr.
Former NBC investigative reporter Hero turns his attention to 
the lives of the 12 American astronauts still living who orbited 
or set foot on the moon, as well as to the wives who lent 
support on the home front. New interviews with 11 of those 
men present their thoughts on leadership, kindness, and 
whether science and spirituality can coexist.

The Penguin Book of Outer Space Exploration
Edited by John Logsdon. Penguin Classics, out now
This look at NASA history through more than 100 documents 
is distilled from a seven-volume series titled Exploring the 
Unknown and published by the Space Policy Institute, which 
the author founded in 1987. Included are letters, memos, 
editorials, and presidential statements that tell the story of 
American space exploration.

Reaching for the Moon
Roger Launius. Yale, June
The U.S.-Soviet race to the moon originated in weapons 
research and manufacture during WWII. How missiles and 
other mechanisms of war—and the people working to build 
them—came together in the American lunar program is the 
subject of this book by the former NASA chief historian.

Rocket Men 
Robert Kurson. Random House, out now; paperback ed. pub-
bing in May
Kurson (Shadow Divers) offers a narrative account of 1968’s 
Apollo 8 mission, the first to orbit the moon and return; it’s 
sold 31K copies since it published in 2018. PW’s review 
called it “vibrant [and] accessible,” appealing to “explorers 
and adventurers.”

The Space-Age Presidency of John F. Kennedy
John Bisney and J.L. Pickering. Univ. of New Mexico, Mar.
This unusual assortment of photographs tracks JFK’s Cape 
Canaveral visits, press conferences, meetings with astro-
nauts and families, and his viewing of the Mercury-Atlas 9 
launch from a television in his secretary’s office. 

Spaceflight 
Michael J. Neufeld. MIT, out now.
Neufeld, senior curator in the space history department of the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, traces the 
history of humans reaching beyond Earth, from 19th-century 
scientist Konstantin Tsiolkovsky’s seminal work in astronautics 
through NASA’s recent work to orchestrate a manned mission 
to Mars.

Spaceman
Mike Massimino. Crown Archetype, 2016
Written by the first person to tweet from space, while on a 
Hubble Space Telescope service mission, this is “an 
engaging and uplifting memoir,” PW’s review said, buoyed by 
“Massimino’s almost childlike wonder and enthusiasm, 
coupled with his humility, as he recounts the magnificence of 
space, the camaraderie of NASA in good times and bad, and a 
genuine gratitude for his good fortune.”

★ ★
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In Eight Years to the Moon (Page Street, 
July), Atkinson, an editor and writer for 
Universe Today, gives a year-by-year ac-
count of the steps leading up to the 
lunar landing. She spoke with PW 
about the legacy of Apollo 11 and 
what’s changed in space science since 
she first started covering it 15 years ago.

With so many books releasing 
around the Apollo anniversary, were 
you concerned about setting yours 
apart? 
When I was just getting started, Glynn 
Lunney, who was the Apollo flight di-
rector, told me, “The story of Apollo is 
like a mosaic, and the more people who 
contribute to the view of what hap-
pened, the more complete that view 
will be.” There are at least 150 pictures 
in the book, a lot of which have not 
been published before. Some of them were 
given to me by the people I interviewed, 
some are hidden NASA gems, others are 
from MIT—they’re releasing a large data-
base of images in April and they let me have 
an early look. 

The anniversary aside, why is  
it important to revisit Apollo 11 now? 
It’s estimated that it took 400,000 people 
around the world to get the Apollo missions 
running, and I wanted to tell some of those be-
hind-the-scenes stories. Most of them are from people the 
general public has never heard of, but they made impor-
tant contributions to the effort. I talked to two female 
NASA engineers—Dottie Lee and Cathy Osgood. They 
had challenges, like figuring out childcare and grocery 
shopping, in addition to working incredibly long hours. 
Dottie Lee has dementia, so I used her oral history from 
the Johnson Space Center’s collection, and chatted with her 
two daughters, who were gracious in trying to recall their 
experience with both their mother and father, who also 
worked for NASA, completely immersed in Apollo. 

Have things opened up for women 
and people of color since you started 
reporting about space? 
What’s happened because of Hidden 
Figures, both the book and the movie, 
highlighting the role of women, is so 
important. I think NASA has always 
done a good job hiring [people of 
color] and women, but not neces-
sarily putting them in the spotlight. 

Now, though, NASA has its first 
woman chief flight director, for example, so there has been 
a shift. 

In your research, did you stumble across anything 
unexpected? 
Everybody talks about the Saturn V rocket, but there were 
also these tiny thrusters on the outside of the spacecraft 
that allowed the astronauts to maneuver. Those thrusters 
had a lot of problems early on, which I was not aware of. 
They were blowing up in tests. That would have been 
completely disastrous in space. 
 —L.N.

PW Talks with Nancy Atkinson 

Hidden Figures No Longer
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Objects in Space
Humankind’s first steps to the stars took moxie, 
and a whole lot of hardware.

A History of Space Exploration in 100 Objects
Sten Odenwald. The Experiment, Oct.
Odenwald, an astronomer, embraces the trajec-
tory of space exploration through artifacts that 
tell the story of humankind’s interaction with the 
universe. Included are Galileo’s telescope from 
1609; the V-2 Rocket, the first object sent into 
space, in 1942; and the Mangalyaan Mars Orbiter 
with which India joined the Mars race in 2013.

Spacecraft
Michael H. Gorn. Voyageur, 2018
This book takes a visual dive into the vehicles that 
propelled humans as well as telescopes, rovers, 
and supplies into space, starting with the first 
Mercury capsule in 1957 and finishing with New 
Horizons, the long-drifting probe that just did a 
first flyby of a Kuiper Belt object in January. 
Technical drawings and diagrams appeal to a 
science-curious audience. 

Spacesuit 
Nicholas de Monchaux. MIT, 2011
De Monchaux, associate professor of architecture 
and urban design at University of California—
Berkeley shows how 1940s-era flight suits were 
transformed into spacesuits. He plumbed 
archives and interviewed NASA-employed seam-
stresses to unearth photos of multiple iterations 
of the suits, and draws connections between 
space-wear and science fiction, architecture, 
and couture. 

The Vinyl Frontier
Jonathan Scott. Bloomsbury Sigma, May
The Voyager 1 and 2 probes, launched in 1977, 
each carry an LP of greetings in multiple lan-
guages, including whale, as well as music—the 
meat of this book’s matter—by artists including 
Chuck Berry, Mozart, Blind Willie Johnson, and 
Navajo vocalists and instrumentalists. “Delivered 
with effortless grace,” our starred review said, 
“this buoyant look at one of NASA’s most unusual 
but oft-overlooked efforts will appeal to music 
fans and astronomy buffs alike.”
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The Tides of History
The moon, long a focus of human imagination, continues to 
make its presence felt across society. 

Apollo’s Legacy 
Roger D. Launius. Smithsonian, May
“What has been the long-term significance of 
the Apollo program now that half a century has 
passed?” asks Launius, former NASA chief his-
torian. In 180-some pages he explores its 
impact on science, implications for life on Earth, 
and the ways it isolated the heroes it created.

Apollo’s Muse
Mia Fineman and Beth Saunders. Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, July
This accompaniment to an exhibit of the same name opening 
in July traces the history of lunar photography and examines 
works in other media that were influenced by early images of 
the moon taken from Earth and, later, from its surface.

Houston
Ray Viator. Texas A&M, out now
The Texas city is home to the Johnson Space Center, which 
provides training, research, and flight control for NASA’s 
human space missions. Journalist and photographer Viator 
depicts the ways the city celebrates this connection daily—
pro sports teams the Astros and the Rockets, for instance, 
and the arm patch on every police officer’s uniform that reads 
“Space City USA.”

Moonshot
Richard Wiseman Tarcher. Perigee, June 
Psychologist Wiseman turns the moon landing into a lesson 
for success for those who likely will never journey into space. 

Lela Nargi is an author and freelance journalist in Brooklyn.

What does lunar travel have to teach us? According to 
Wiseman and the members of Apollo’s mission control he 
interviewed: the importance of failure, passion, self-belief, 
and flexibility.

Moon: Art, Science, Culture 
Robert Massey and Alexandra Loske. Ilex, out now
Massey, an astronomer, and Loske, a historian, consider the 
many ways the moon has made its mark on Earth. Featured 
are 180 objects, among them lunar globes and antiquarian 
books, stage sets and Soviet propaganda posters, and paint-
ings, postage stamps, and photographs. 

Safely to Earth
Jack Clemons. Univ. Press of Florida, 2018
A former NASA lead engineer shares his take on various 
events around the Apollo and Space Shuttle missions, such 
as the frenetic days spent rescuing Apollo 13, as well as the 
minute details of the engineer’s toolkit, including the refer-
ence manuals he used to calculate reentry paths.

What’s Next? 
After six astronaut flights and numerous mechanical mis-
sions to the moon, where does humankind go from here? 
These books have some ideas. 

The Moon
Oliver Morton. Economist, June 
British science writer Morton 
(The Planet Remade) contem-
plates “the space between the 
Moon of the past and the Moons 
of the future,” he writes. In eight 
chapters, he discusses its 
phases and orbit, visits by 
humans, and the international 
plans to return.

Moon Rush
Leonard David. National 
Geographic, May
A foreword by Apollo 11’s Buzz 
Aldrin kicks off this look at 
possible moon visits of the 
future, when it could serve as a 
base for launching astronauts 
to Mars. It includes a summary 
of lunar science—what’s known, 
and what isn’t—50 years after 
humankind’s first trip there.  ■

★ ★



Clarke launched science fiction and fantasy magazine Clarkesworld in 2006. It’s 
gone on to win the Hugo Award for best semiprozine three times and has pub-
lished work by genre notables including Catherynne M. Valente and N.K. Je-
misin. In July, Night Shade will release the Clarke-edited anthology The Eagle Has 

Landed: 50 Years of Lunar Science Fiction. He spoke with 
PW about the past and future of moon-related fiction.

You write in your intro about a lull in lunar science 
fiction after Apollo 11. What happened? 
We landed on the moon and everyone was immediately 
on television talking about how we were going to build 
bases there, and families were going to be born in space; 
it was taken for granted that these were things we would 
do. So science fiction writers and editors abandoned the 
moon; it was considered news, not science fiction. They 
didn’t look back for a long time. 

The stories in your book pick up a few years after 
the landing, in 1976, and proceed chronological-
ly. How had space science fiction changed? 
The first story in the anthology, “Bagatelle” by John 
Varlet, was one in a lunar detective series. That was 
a trend in the early years. These days, moon stories 
also depict a far greater range of life out there—
from the perspective of a regular person, to the 

military science fiction side of things, to exploration and 
engineering. I started to see more stories happening around the 30th anniver-

sary of the moon walk—a couple of moon anthologies were done and authors 
were using the moon as territory again. Now that we’re talking about going 
back, we’ll see if this scares science fiction writers off again—I hope it doesn’t. 

Tell us about the most recent stories in the anthology.
The last six stories in the book are from the last six years. They include “The 
Moon Is Not a Battlefield” by Indrapramit Das, an Indian writer, and “Every 
Hour of Light and Dark” by Nancy Kress, one of the more established authors in 
science fiction, which was in Omni two years ago. 

What’s next for space-related SF? 
We’re seeing space exploration come up more frequently in stories. Stories are 
also becoming more outward-looking, with hope for the future. A lot of people 
at NASA are science fiction fans; some of them have said that’s why they got 
into the field—reading this stuff when they were younger inspired them to 
make these things a reality. We need more of that. We need to start dreaming 
about these amazing opportunities that exist for us beyond the next two years. 
Science fiction can provide a window to some possible scenarios for how to get 
there, and what to look out for along way. —L.N.
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Facts and Fancy
For board-book and picture-book readers, there’s a firmament 
of titles ranging from the imaginative to the informational.

Amazing Space
Raman Prinja, illus. by John Hersey. Carlton Kids, June. Ages 7–9.
This fact-filled exploration takes readers from the Earth’s sur-
face to the edge of the universe.

Astronaut Annie
Suzanne Slade, illus. by Nicole Tadgell. Tilbury House, 2018. 
Ages 4–7.
In Slade’s picture book encouraging readers to pursue their 
dreams and reach for the stars, Annie can’t wait to share her 
aspirations on Career Day at school.

Birthday on Mars!
Sarah Schonfeld, illus. by Andrew J. Ross. Penguin Workshop, 
June. Ages 5–8.
This title captures the moment when the Curiosity rover robot 
sang itself happy birthday in 2013, after one year on Mars.

Curious George’s Big Book of Discovery
H.A. Rey. HMH, May. Ages 4–7.
Curious George Discovers the Stars and Curious George Discovers 
Space are among the eight science-themed stories in this com-
pendium based on PBS’s Emmy-winning Curious George series. 
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If You Had Your Birthday Party on the Moon
Joyce Lapin, illus. by Simona Ceccarelli. Sterling, Apr. Ages 7–up.
In answer to the question implied by the title: ride a rocket to 
the bash, make moon angels in the lunar dust, and party for 
an entire month.

It’s a Round, Round World
Ellie Peterson. StarBerry, Sept. Ages 6–11.
Fictional young scientist Joulia Copernicus leads readers on a 
journey through space and time to explain how humans know 
the Earth is round.

Just Right: Searching for the Goldilocks Planet
Curtis Manley, illus. by Jessica Lanan. Roaring Brook, out now. 
Ages 5–9.
A girl investigates the possibility that there is another planet 
with life similar to Earth’s. “Richly informative prose and inti-
mate yet expansive art show a child’s contagious enthusiasm 
for the book’s subject,” PW’s review said.

A Kite for Moon
Jane Yolen and Heidi E.Y. Stemple, illus. by Matt Phelan. 
Zonderkidz, Apr. Ages 4–8.
In this book dedicated to Neil Armstrong, a boy flying a kite 
notices that the Moon looks sad and promises to visit her one 
day—a pledge he keeps after becoming an astronaut. (See 
q&a, p. TK.)
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A Galaxy of Stories

Children’s publishers celebrating the 
moon landing and other feats, both real 

and imagined, of space exploration. 

By SaLLy Lodge
Outer Space
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Let’s Go: Into Space
Timothy Knapman, illus. by Wesley Robins. Silver Dolphin, Jan. Ages 6–8.
Readers join two kids and their dog as they blast off to explore the solar system in 
this oversize board book featuring die cuts.

Life on Mars
Jon Agee. Dial, 2017. Ages 4–8.
A young explorer who heads to Mars to prove there is life there is disappointed to 
find only a flower, until he discovers, on his way back to Earth, that someone has 
eaten his cupcakes.

The Magic School Bus Rides Again: Satellite Space Mission
AnnMarie Anderson, illus. by Artful Doodlers. Scholastic/Branches, July. Ages 6–8.
On a field trip to outer space, one of Miss Frizzle’s students disrupts Earth-orbiting 
satellites when she tries to take a selfie. 

Max Goes to Jupiter
Jeffrey Bennett et al., illus. by Michael Carroll. Big Kids Science, 2018. Ages 4–12.
Intrepid Max the dog and his human friend Tori explore Jupiter in the latest addition 
to this picture book series.

Moon: Earth’s Best Friend
Stacy McAnulty, illus. by Stevie Lewis, Holt, Oct. Ages 4–8.
The moon narrates a lighthearted account of its formation and history.

Moon’s First Friends
Susanna Leonard Hill, illus. by Elisa Paganelli. Sourcebooks Wonderland, Jun. Ages 4-8.
After spending her life watching Earth and hoping someone will come see her, the 
moon is thrilled when she finally gets a visit from the Apollo 11 astronauts. 

Papa Put a Man on the Moon
Kristy Dempsey, illus. by Sarah Green. Dial, May. Ages 4–8.
As a girl gazes at the moon with her father, she is proud that the fabric he weaves for 
his job forms a layer of astronauts’ spacesuits, and prouder still when she watches 
Neil Armstrong take his first steps on the moon. 

Smithsonian Kids: To the Moon and Back!
Jaye Garnett, illus. by Olga Demidova. Cottage Door, 2017. Ages 3–5.
Readers of this board book spin wheels, lift flaps, and slide tabs to learn about the 
Apollo 11 moon landing.

The Sun Is Kind of a Big Deal
Nick Seluk. Orchard, 2018. Ages 4–8.
Comics-style art and commentary by anthropomorphized planets celebrate the 
Sun’s tireless work to keep things on Earth running smoothly.

★ ★
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Space Pioneers and Visionaries
These biographies showcase the accomplish-
ments of influential scientists and space 
explorers:

The Astronaut Who Painted the Moon
Dean Robbin, illus. by Sean Robbin. Orchard, May. 
Ages 4–10.
Alan Bean, a member of the Apollo 12 crew, took photos as he 
walked on the moon. After he returned to Earth, he recreated 
the experience in paintings, some of which are reproduced in 
this book.

A Computer Called Katherine
Suzanne Slade, illus. by Veronica Miller Jamison. Little, Brown, 
out now. Ages 4–8.
PW’s review called this story about NASA mathematician 
Katerine Johnson, whose pivotal role in the launch of Apollo 
11 was showcased in the film Hidden Figures, “an uplifting 
portrait of a no longer so ‘hidden’ figure.” 

I Am Neil Armstrong
Brad Meltzer, illus. by Christopher Eliopoulos. Dial, 2018. Ages 5–8.
An addition to the publisher’s biography series, this volume 
depicts Armstrong’s accomplishments, character traits, and 
childhood heroes.

Look Up with Me
Jennifer Berne, illus. by Lorraine Nam. HarperCollins/Tegen, out 
now. Ages 4–8.
Berne’s biography of astrophysicist Neil DeGrasse Tyson, who 
served as director of New York City’s Hayden Planetarium, 
focuses on “his authentic and enduring sense of wonder,” 
PW’s review said.

The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the Moon
Bea Uusma Schyffert. Chronicle, Apr. Ages 10–13.
This updated edition of the 2003 book relays the story of 
Michael Collins, who commanded Apollo 11 alone, orbiting the 
moon 14 times while his colleagues walked on the moon.

My Journey to the Stars
Scott Kelly, illus. by André Ceolin. Crown, Jan. Ages 5–8.
The Step into Reading edition of Kelly’s picture book autobiog-
raphy recounts his path to becoming a NASA astronaut and 
commanding the International Space Station for almost a 
year. (See q&a, p. TK.)

 
Path to the Stars
Sylvia Acevedo. Clarion, 2018. Ages 10–12.
In her autobiography, Acevedo, currently CEO of Girl Scouts of 
the USA, tells of being the first Latina person to earn a mas-
ter’s in engineering from Stanford and becoming a rocket sci-
entist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Trailblazers: Neil Armstrong
Alex Woolf. Random, Oct. Ages 8–12.
Launching a biography series, this paperback reveals how a 
boy who was fascinated by aviation grew up to be the first 
man to set foot on the moon. 

★ ★
Moon or Bust!
These books track NASA’s Apollo program from 
its hopeful genesis to its triumphant finale.

All About Margaret Hamilton 
Tamra Orr, illus. by Moriah McReynolds
All About the Moon Landing 
Chris Edwards, illus. by Amber Calderon
Blue River, July. Ages 9–14.
These additions to the What About... series focus on the NASA 
computer coder who was the only woman on the Apollo 11 team, 
and on the historic mission that landed astronauts on the moon.

Apollo 8: The Mission That Changed Everything
Martin W. Sandler. Candlewick, 2018. Ages 10–up. 
“The Apollo 8 mission unfolds within the broader context of 
history in this expansive photo-filled volume,” PW’s review 
said. “First-person descriptions from the astronauts recount 
their lift-off, their first viewing of the Earth rising, and their 
journey to the dark side of the moon.” 

The Apollo Mission for Kids
Jerome Pohlen. Chicago Review, June. Ages 9–up.
This activity book chronicles the Apollo missions from the per-
spectives of the astronauts and their families, as well as the 
engineers, controllers, technicians, and politicians involved.

Destination: Moon
Seymour Simon. HarperCollins, May. Ages 6–10.
Simon examines the U.S.–Soviet space race and the science 
and technology that made the Apollo 11 mission a success. 
(See q&a, p. TK.)
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Destination Moon
Richard Maurer. Roaring Brook, June. Ages 10–14.
Maurer discusses milestones in the history of the Apollo pro-
gram, world events at the time of the Apollo 11 mission, and 
the people and technology that made that journey possible.

The Far Side of the Moon: The Story of Apollo 11’s Third Man
Alex Irvine, illus. by Ben Bishop. Tilbury House, out now. Ages 9–12.
This is a paperback reissue of a 2017 graphic nonfiction title 
about Michael Collins. PW’s review said it “makes the vast-
ness of space felt in nearly every panel.”

Flying to the Moon
Michael Collins. FSG. June. Ages 10–16.
Apollo 11 astronaut Collins’s autobiography, originally pub-
lished in 1976, is reissued in an updated edition that includes 
new images and an introduction by NASA astronaut Scott Kelly.

Moonshot
Brian Floca. Atheneum/Jackson, Apr. Ages 4–up. 
This is an updated and expanded edition of Floca’s 2009 
book about Apollo 11, cited in PW’s review for being “as 
poetic as it is historically resonant” and “a stirring depiction 
of a momentous event.”

Smithsonian Reader: Apollo 11: Mission to the Moon 
Courtney Acampora. Silver Dolphin, May. Ages 3–5.
Photos illustrate this book that includes a quiz to reinforce 
reading comprehension.

To the Moon!
Jeffrey Kluger and Ruby Shamir. Puffin, May. Ages 10–up.
Kluger and Shamir profile Apollo 8 astronauts Frank Borman, 
Jim Lovell, and Bill Anders, the first crew to break out of 
Earth’s orbit and reach the moon. 

More than the Moon
A cluster of space-themed 
books casts light on events 
beyond the Apollo 8 mission.

Above and Beyond
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich. 
Feiwel and Friends, 2018.  
Ages 9–11.
Inspired by Rory Kennedy’s documentary 
of the same title, this book offers a hopeful look at 
the future of the Earth and describes NASA’s mis-
sion as essential to its survival.

Awesome Space Tech
Jenn Dlugos and Charlie Hatton. Prufrock, Aug. Ages 9–12.
A copiously illustrated volume introduces readers to powerful telescopes, distant 
probes, and high-speed spacecrafts aiding humankind’s exploration of the stars.

Barefoot Books Solar System
Anne Jankéliowitch, illus. by Annabelle Buxton. Barefoot, Sept. Ages 8–12.
A glow-in-the-dark, interactive guide to the solar system aims to make astronomy, 
physics, and chemistry accessible to kids.

Curiosity
Markus Motum. Candlewick, Mar. 2018. Ages 8–12.
This “accessible look at interplanetary exploration will appeal to a broad range of 
young space enthusiasts,” PW’s starred review said of this illustrated book about the 
Mars Rover.
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Space in 30 Seconds
Clive Gifford and Michael Goldsmith. Ivy Kids, out now. Ages 
8–12.
Thirty topics, including the Big Bang theory and the properties 
of distant planets and galaxies, are succinctly explained with 
the help of cartoon-style illustrations.

Space Race
Ben Hubbard. B.E.S., out now. Ages 8–up.
Major milestones of space exploration and a preview of 
potential future achievements, including reaching Mars and 
finding life on other planets, are covered in an illustrated 
volume. 

★

Seymour Simon, author of more 
than 300 books for young 
readers and winner of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science Lifetime 
Achievement Award, commemo-
rates the 50th anniversary of 
the Apollo 11 Moon landing 
in Destination: Moon 
(HarperCollins, May), which 
examines the science and tech-
nology that made it possible. 

How did you tackle your research for this project?
I’d read many reports about NASA and the space race 
over the years, but I intensified my research and read 
many accounts, including those by Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin, as well as Tom Wolfe’s excellent story of 
the first astronauts, The Right Stuff. Liz Nealon, who 
works on photo research for my books, also did exten-
sive archival research, searching out first-person ac-
counts from periodicals of the time, and scouring NA-
SA’s entire Apollo 11 archive to find familiar and less-
known images and information. This book was as much 
history as science, and that requires a different kind of 
research and writing. 

What are your memories of the 1969 moon landing, 
and how do you hope Destination: Moon will bring 

PW Talks with Seymour Simon

Wonder and 
Excitement
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Space: The Definitive Visual Catalogue of the Universe
Sean Callery and Miranda Smith. Scholastic, 2018. Ages 
8–12.
This introduction to our solar system and galaxies far beyond 
features photos from NASA and the International Space 
Station.

To Pluto and Beyond
Elaine Scott. Viking, July 2018. Ages 8–12.
Scott examines the journey and discoveries of New Horizons, 
the NASA spacecraft that is studying Pluto and the fringes of 
our solar system, featuring photos transmitted by the ship. ■

★

the event to life for 
kids?
My reaction to the Apollo 
moon landing was rooted 
in my early childhood 
fascination with science 
fiction and outer space, 
which colored my de-
lighted and awed re-
sponse to seeing Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Al-
drin walk on the moon. I 
want my readers to feel 

those same sensations of wonder and excitement. This 
quest to explore our nearest neighbor in space was 
only the beginning of a quest to explore the planets of 
our solar system and eventually the stars and even the 
universe. 

What major milestones in space exploration do you 
anticipate your readers will witness in their 
lifetimes?
Many of the imminent breakthroughs in our knowledge 
of what’s out there in space probably will come from the 
James Webb Space Telescope, which will search for early 
galaxies formed after the Big Bang, as well as the for-
mation of stars. We’ll also learn more about the properties 
of exoplanets—planets outside our solar system—as 
well as the planets and moons in our own solar system. 
Other major events to look forward to are future space 
shots to Mars, close encounters with asteroids, studies of 
Jupiter’s icy moons, and the possibility of discovering 
signs of life beyond Earth. Perhaps we may even be able 
to decode radio signals from distant civilizations orbiting 
other stars. Who knows what may happen in space 
exploration in future years and decades? —S.L.


