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NOW CONNECTING

A vintage tram ride up to Victoria Peak acquaints you with Hong Kong’s urban sprawl. As it trundles up the steep 
slope, the ride gives an illusion of surrounding buildings tilting on their axes. Once you reach the peak, head to 
Sky Terrace 428 for a spectacular 360-degree view of the city. Download the Hong Kong Sky Tour app for an audio 
tour of the city. The stylish Peak Tower houses several restaurants, shops, and entertainment options. For a more 
outdoorsy experience, try the sign-posted Peak Circle Walk that winds around Victoria Peak.
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H O N G  K O N G
TEXT PRACHI JOSHI

One of Asia’s most exciting cities, Hong Kong is a smorgasbord 
of cuisine, shopping, art, and culture.
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Stanley’s laidback vibe, casual eateries, and shopping scene make this seaside village a popular haunt. Hop 
on a bus in Central district and within about 40 minutes you will be chilling out at Stanley Main Beach or 
walking the labyrinthine streets of Stanley Market in search of a good bargain. Head over to Murray House, 
a beautifully restored former colonial barrack that now hosts cafes, bars, and restaurants. Sitting adjacent 

  S T A N L E Y

Hong Kong’s former Central Police 
Station underwent redevelopment for 
12 years and has been transformed 
into the Tai Kwun Centre for Heritage 
& Arts, which opened in 2018. The 

architecture and boasts a a striking 
aluminium facade. The centre houses 
an auditorium which hosts a bevy of 
lively music and theatre programmes, 

Shop for chic clothing and accessories 

pick ceramics and home decor at 
Loveramics and Glue & Goods. Stop 
for a bite at the Café Claudel, which 
showcases the charm of 1920s’ Paris, 

LockCha Tea House.

T A I  K W U N  C E N T R E  F O R 
H E R I T A G E  &  A R T S

The former Police Married Quarters (PMQ) building in Central 
is now a cool shopping and lifestyle space. After undergoing 
massive conservation and revitalisation, PMQ reopened 
in 2014 with a slew of small boutiques and indie design 
studios. Shop for accessories, pop art, and clothing at Goods 
of Desire; handmade jewellery at 794729 Metalwork or The 
Little Finger Studio Jewellery; and cool bamboo homeware 
and interior decor at Bamboa Home. Plus there are regular 

markets, events, and gigs in the courtyard. PMQ also houses 

Café Life, artisanal breads and pastries at Levain Bakery, and 
Taiwanese cuisine at the quirky Garden Meow restaurant.

  P M Q

NOW CONNECTING
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  M O N G  K O K
Though the glitz and glam of Central is hard to match and the 
bargains of Temple Street Night Market hard to ignore, if you 
want to shop like a local, then visit the city’s liveliest district, 
Mong Kok. True to its name which means ‘busy corner’, in 

into the Ladies’ Market on Tung Choi Street for inexpensive 
clothes and accessories. Don’t miss checking out the unique 

trainers of every possible brand.

the original facade, wooden roof beams, and arch over the stage intact. On-stage, a cast of extravagantly coiffed 
and heavily made-up actors and actresses dressed to the nines in colourful silk costumes play out folk tales and 

surely leave you enthralled.

 Y A U  M A  T E I  T H E A T R E

 T I M  H O  W A N

teeming with excellent dim sum 
joints (such as Dim Dim Sum, Lin 
Heung Tea House, Jade Garden, 
Duddell’s, etc), not many can 
boast of a Michelin star. Opened 

a Michelin-star the very next 

in Hong Kong. Dubbed as the 
world’s cheapest Michelin-starred 
restaurant, this dim sum place is 

Kong, not to mention branches 
across Singapore, Australia, Japan, 

main attraction is the Baked BBQ 
Meat Bun, a Cantonese-style bao 
bun stuffed with roast meat in 
BBQ sauce. Also try the pan-fried 
radish cake and steamed egg cake.

NOW CONNECTING
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NOW CONNECTING

Also opened in 2018, H Queen’s in Central is the city’s 
newest art hub. An architectural icon in itself, the gleaming 
24-storey building was built as an exclusive art and lifestyle 
tower to house world-class art galleries, installations, and 
auction houses. Currently calling it home are some of the 

Swiss gallery Hauser & Wirth, Pearl Lam Galleries for Chinese 
contemporary art, SA+ a branch of the prominent Korean 
auction house Seoul Auction, and many more.  M A N  M O  T E M P L E

H  Q U E E N ’ S

Jet Airways operates daily 

This is one of the oldest and most revered 
temples in Hong Kong. Located on Hollywood 
Road in Sheug Wan area of the city, Man Mo 
Temple was built in 1847 and pays ode to the 
God of Literature (Man Cheong) and the God 
of War (Mo Tai). The white facade and green 
roof belie the opulence of the temple interiors, 
which are decked out in red and gold, with 
Cantonese writing adorning many of the pillars. 
Inside, it’s rather atmospheric with large spiral 

the temple with a smoky air. At the altar, God 
Man holds a writing brush, while God Mo 
brandishes a sword.

CURRENCY

1 Hong Kong dollar = 8.85 Indian rupees 
(approx.)

UPCOMING EVENT

Until April 15: Attend Bird Watching Festival, 
the winter event of Hong Kong Wetland Park, 
featuring various edutainment activities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Log on to www.discoverhongkong.com

QUICK FACTS

The sight of Victoria Harbour against the iconic Hong Kong 
skyline is one of the most recognisable images of the city. 
One of the best ways to see this panorama is from the water. 
Hop on board Star Ferry’s Harbour Tour, an hour-long cruise 
that goes around the harbour. The evening cruise is especially 
exciting as you can see a lit-up skyline. Star Ferry has pick-up 
points in Central, Wan Chai, and Kowloon. A fun alternative 
is the DukLing Harbour Cruise aboard an authentic Chinese 
junk boat with striking red sails. This is a 45-minute cruise 
with pick-up points in Central and Kowloon. The ticket price 
includes one complementary drink on-board.

 V I C T O R I A  H A R B O U R
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WEEKEND 
GETAWAYS

WHERE I About 60 km west of Hong Kong; less 
than an hour’s ferry ride away. 
WHY I Known as the Las Vegas of Asia, Macau is 
a popular hotspot for travellers to try their luck at 
casinos such as the sprawling Venetian Macao and 
the opulent Wynn Palace among others. Head to 
The House of Dancing Water for a lavish spectacle 
of acrobatics, music, and dance. Take a walk around 
Senado Square and admire its Portuguese-style 

buildings. Walk over to the iconic Ruins of St Paul’s 
– remnants of the original 16th-century cathedral 
that burnt down in 1835. Don’t miss the almond 
cookies at Pastelaria Koi Kei, and egg tarts at Lord 
Stow’s Bakery in Coloane.

WHERE I About 30 km east of the city. 
WHY I If you’re the outdoorsy kinds, Sai Kung in the New 
Territories is a must-visit. It has miles of white-sand beaches 
and a plethora of water sports opportunities. You can go hiking 
on Sai Kung Peninsula – pick between the leisurely Chek 
Keng trail and the steep Sharp Peak. At the bustling Fish Boat 

Grab a bite at the Sai Kung Seafood Street along the seafront 
or dine at either of the two Michelin-starred restaurants – Sing 
Kee Seafood Restaurant and Loaf On.

MACAU

WHERE I 30 km north of the city; accessible by train or ferry. 
WHY I Get a glimpse of mainland China with a quick across-
the-border jaunt to Shenzhen. Head to the Meridian View 

view of the glittering city. A former factory converted into a 
cultural space, OCT-LOFT hosts contemporary art galleries, 
bookshops, cafes, and bars. Window of the World theme park 
has reproductions of attractions such as Eiffel Tower, Niagara 
Falls etc. Finally, go on a shopping spree at one of the malls 
– we recommend MixC World for luxury shoppers and Luohu 
Commercial City for the budget hunters. You need to apply for 
a visa to visit Shenzhen. 

BEYOND HONG KONG

SAI KUNG
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