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By Nicole Pensiero

TRAVELING ON:

We were blazing through a five-day trip to London; five 
longtime friends savoring every moment in the exciting 
English capital. We’d talked about doing a side trip north 
to Liverpool to pay homage to our favorite band, The 
Beatles … and after strolling across the famed Abbey 
Road crosswalk, the deal was sealed: three of us decided 
to become real life “Day Trippers.”

Traveling from London to Liverpool -- about 200 miles 
apart (or some five hours by car) -- is made incredibly 
easy via high-speed rail service offered daily by Virgin 
Trains. It cost about $100 for a round-trip ticket; prices 
vary depending on how far you book in advance. 
Setting off from London’s Euston Station on a 9:15 a.m. 
train, we arrived at Liverpool's Lime Street Station after 
a less than three-hour ride (it was two-hours coming 
back). (And yes, that’s the same Lime Street mentioned 
in the Beatles' song "Maggie May," as die-hard Beatles 
fans will recall).

Liverpool is a true Mecca for Beatles fans; in fact, 
Beatles-related travel pumps some $75 million into the 
city’s economy each year. I’d been to Liverpool before, 
so I knew there were a few don’t-miss attractions for 
true fans of Fabs: The Magical Mystery Bus Tour and 
the Beatles Story, a privately-owned museum about all-
things Beatles related.

We headed by foot from the train station to the general 
direction of the Albert Docks, where both the Mystery 
Tour and Beatles Story are located. Strolling through 
an array of top-flight department stores and boutiques, 
the walk took about 15 minutes, and had us wishing 
for more time in this bustling port city of about half-a-
million people.

The Albert Dock area is bursting with hotels, restaurants, 
bars, museums -- including the Tate Liverpool Art 
Gallery -- and entertainment venues of all sorts. Once 
in ruins, extensive restoration over the past few decades 
has transformed The Albert Dock into an attractive, 
vital tourist attraction. While Liverpool itself lived with 
a rather lackluster image for eons, it’s been massively 
revitalized over the past few decades; 2008, it was 
named the European Capital of Culture.

The statue of John Lennon on Matthew Street in Liverpool, 
just across from the Cavern Club.
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If you take the Magical Mystery Tour (about $25), 
you’ll find yourself sharing the Day-Glo decorated bus 
with Beatles fans from as far away as Japan, Brazil and 
Italy. Together, we set off to learn more about where the 
Beatles grew up (literally, with visits to their childhood 
homes) and influences that shaped them musically 
and beyond. The ride comes complete with colorful 
commentary by a local guide and piped-in Beatles 
songs to correspond with what we saw along the way.

Some of the sites were of the slow-down-and-get-
a-quick-glance variety, such as Ringo and John's 
childhood homes; the church where Paul and John 
first met; and the Empress Pub featured on the cover 
of Ringo's first solo album. But others were full-
fledged, step-off-the-bus photo opportunities: Penny 
Lane; Strawberry Field – a former Salvation Army 
children’s home currently undergoing restoration -- 
George Harrison's modest childhood home and Paul 
McCartney's more middle-class one (which happens 
to be owned by the government and open for private 
tours). We also learned about the Beatles' upbringings 
-- Ringo and George came from rather poor families; 
"Working Class Hero" John Lennon, raised by his Aunt 
Mimi, grew up in the most upscale suburban home.  

While it was a thrill to see the famed barber shop and 
actual ''shelter in the middle of a roundabout'' that Paul 
McCartney wrote about, Penny Lane is, in reality, a pretty 
ordinary suburban street -- something that underscores 
the magic of the Beatles' song. And yes, the suburban 
skies were very blue the day we visited Liverpool.

Our Magical Mystery Tour guide kept things lively 
with plenty of anecdotes, like pointing out the massive 
Anglican Cathedral, where in 1953, 11-year-old Paul 
McCartney allegedly failed to make the cut for the 
children's choir.

The Magical Mystery Tour even includes free admission 
to the most hallowed spot of all for Beatlemaniacs, The 
Cavern Club, where the boys first gained a following in 
the early 1960s On the winter Sunday that we visited, 
there happened to be a terrific band onstage at the 
Cavern, and the packed room went wild when they tore 
into a medley of Beatles songs.

 

By the time we returned to the Lime Street Station to catch our 6 p.m. train 
back to London, we were blissfully "Beatled-out." I hope the next time I 
return to Liverpool, I can enjoy more time there with an overnight stay at 
one of the city's two Beatles' themed hotels: the Hard Day's Night Hotel or 
the Penny Lane Hotel. 

For more information, go to: www.visitliverpool.com and www.cavernclub.org.

Nicole Pensiero, a resident of Washington Township, is a member of the North 
American Travel Journalists Association.

 

The author and her friends at Strawberry Field, a former Salvation 
Army Children’s Home that’s currently undergoing renovations.


