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crew never get in the way of the book’s 
many photos, sketches and paintings.

Split into four sections – Inspiration, 
Characterization, Realization and 
Summation – the book takes a 
chronological look at the making of the 
film. Dotted through each section are 
replicas of illustrated flyers, invitations, 
script extracts and pages from Jim 
Henson’s notebook, which push the 
idea of a visual history in pleasantly 
unexpected directions.

While these inserts give the reader a 
broader appreciation of how the film 
was made, they’re unfortunately 
presented in a way that makes the 
book cumbersome to read. The reader 
can raise the facsimile sheets to read 
the text underneath, but it’s unclear 
whether they were designed to be 
removed or kept in place. If an insert 
pops off by accident, the adhesive 
residue makes the pages stick together.

Despite these issues, there’s still a 
wealth of stunning imagery to enjoy. 
From concept art of Ludo, to sketches 
of the Fireys, the main characters and 
creatures each get a look-in, complete 
with anecdotes from the people who 
brought them to life. Storyboards, 
photographs and full-colour paintings 
from scenes throughout the film round 
off the collection.

 AMAZING ART   Lose yourself in this collection of concept art and behind-the-scenes 
material from the cult fantasy film , which brought Brian Froud’s character designs to life

 ombining the creative might 
of puppeteer and director 
Jim Henson, illustrator 
Brian Froud and executive 

producer George Lucas, it’s no 
surprise that Labyrinth continues to 
fascinate viewers since its release in 
1986. With 2016 marking the film’s 
30th anniversary, there’s no better 
time to explore the making of this 
landmark piece of cinema.

Opening with a foreword written by 
the infant star of the film, Toby Froud, 
and an introduction from puppet 
coordinator Brian Henson, it 
immediately becomes apparent that 
Jim Henson’s Labyrinth: The Ultimate 
Visual History has a wider scope than 
the average art book. Fortunately, the 
exclusive interviews with the cast and 

C

Jim Henson’s Labyrinth: 
The Ultimate Visual History

Photographs taken on 
the set of Labyrinth 
reveal the reality behind 
the fantastical locale.

Standing over Hoggle is Jim Henson’s son Brian, 
who remote-controlled the dwarf’s face movements.

It’s difficult to say whether Labyrinth: 
The Visual History is an art book or a 
broader making-of book. Perhaps, 
given the nature of the film, with its 
population of puppets and surreal 
special effects, the art is always going 
to spill over into the storytelling. Yet 
no matter how you categorise it, Jim 
Henson’s Labyrinth: The Visual History 
is an insightful treat for both fans of the 
film and general fantasy artists. 
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Inspiration Books

Damien Mammoliti taps 
into his own fear of the 
“dark unknown” to 
create this disturbing 
piece of art.

Film concept artist 
Colie Wertz’s attitude 
towards sketching is, 
“If I hand this over to a 
modeller, will they be 
able to build it?”

 ketches have long 
fascinated artists. Indeed, 
the study of sketchbook 
art is a popular way to see 

how the masters worked, and is sure 
to improve your own drawing skills.

This is the thinking behind Masters of 
Sketching, a 271-page softback book 
that assembles 20 contemporary 
sketch artists and explores how they 
bring their work to life. The book 
presents a good variety of styles, 
ranging from impressionist charcoal 

 eyond Art Fundamentals 
looks at how moods and 
feelings are the key to 
creating successful art that 

stick in people’s memories.
Following a short introduction by the 

editor, Beyond Art Fundamentals is 
split into three main parts. The bulk of 
the 222-page softback is devoted to 
the Emotions section, where 18 artist 
tutorials reveal how different moods 
such as anger and nostalgia can be 
interpreted. These articles follow the 

Masters of Sketching

Beyond Art Fundamentals

 QUICK DRAW   Pearls of wisdom from masterful sketch artists are 
shared in this book, dedicated to one of the most versatile art forms 

 FEELING IT   Professional digital illustrators reveal the techniques 
they use to add emotion and drama to their images  

pieces to precise and whimsical work, 
so there’s bound to be an artist in its 
pages you can learn from.

Each artist’s section is broken down 
into a tutorial and a showcase gallery. 
While the galleries can be frustratingly 
brief, sometimes comprising just a 
couple of images, the step-by-step 
tutorials have much more depth and 
provide a fascinating glimpse into lots 
of different sketching methods.

development of an image that conveys 
a certain feeling, with each one offering 
unique takes on composition, character 
details and general working practices.

The remaining quarter of the book is 
set aside to a cooperative project, 
where two artists tackle the same topic 
to reveal how collaboration can 
produce the best work, before closing 
with a gallery in which artists discuss 
their creative process.
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This slightly compromised balancing 
act doesn’t mean readers will be 
unsatisfied, though, because there’s 
plenty to learn and appreciate from this 
book. And with further information 
about each illustrator at the end of the 
book, there’s lots of further research to 
embark upon if you’ve discovered a 
particularly engaging sketch artist. 

RATING 

Beyond Art Fundamentals might not 
be the most technical book around, 
but considering that it deals with 
something as personal and abstract as 
emotions, this doesn’t matter. 
Furnished throughout with beautiful 
images, there’s a wealth of advice and 
insight here for hobbyists and skilled 
artists to enjoy. 
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