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Bae Watch: Alex Hibbert 
You know 14-year-old Alex Hibbert as young Chiron in 2016’s Oscar-winning movie Moonlight and as Kevin in 

Showtime’s newest hit, The Chi, but when he’s not on set learning from the greats or making red carpet appear-
ances, he’s hella normal. Here, the New York native dishes on how he landed the role of a lifetime, his money moves 

for 2K19, and what makes his heart go biddy-da-dum, boo’d up. 
By Princess Gabbara

The Breakthrough
[Being part of Moonlight] was amazing … my first 
experience was my best experience so far. And I feel 
like it made me love the acting game. It made me 
love everything about acting. I never knew [Moon-
light] was going to be so big, so after the awards and 
everything, I knew that I’m here to stay. Most likely, 
I’m gonna be here in the industry for a long time.

A Leap of  Faith
[My drama teacher] told us to do this audition for 
this little film project [Moonlight] that they were 
doing, so I didn’t really think much of  it. I told my 
grandma to take me — I was like begging her to 
take me … I went, I did the audition, and I got two 
callbacks. And then, they called us a week later and 
told us we got the part.

 
The Chi
I feel like we watched [my] character [Kevin] 
progress and grow — not even in an age type of  
way, but in a maturity type of  way. And The Chi 
is real and authentic, and I love Lena [Waithe] for 
that because she made the story so vivid and real, 
and you can relate [to] all the stories. Season two is 
way better, the story line is way better, everything is 
more developed, and you’ll understand and feel the 
true South Side of  Chicago.
 
Bae Criteria
It’s all about personality at the end of  the day. You 
gotta be a nice person. You can’t be the nicest per-
son in the world around me, and then, when you’re 
with me, you talk [bad] about somebody else. Like, 
no, I can’t do that.

 
The Bigger Picture
My aunt, she suffered from breast cancer, and 
I saw it and I couldn’t do anything to help her. 
One of  my closest friends, her mom’s still going 
through cancer right now … so if  I could donate 
[the money I earn from acting toward finding a 
cure], it makes me feel better as a person. At the 
end of  the day, not everything’s about money; it’s 
about helping people.

Priceless Advice
Never get bored and not everything is for you. 
Even if  you don’t win, then it’s not destined for 
you yet. Everyone has their own time, and if  you 
don’t get it, you don’t get it. It’s not your time. So, 
that’s what I learned from Mahershala Ali and 
Barry Jenkins.
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