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SAMA’, also meaning ‘sky’, has made her mark on Palestinian’s underground music scene. Most would associate Palestine with its cur-
rent and historical political unrest. Nevertheless, beneath this unrest is a thriving contemporary culture. Previously known as SkyWalker, 
SAMA’ is an electronic music producer and is the first Palestinian DJ to kindle the techno movement in Ramallah. Funnily, her introduction 
to techno was a mere accident. “I grew up listening to Michael Jackson, my parents played either him or Arabic known music, but it was 
mainly Michael Jackson. With time I got more and more into Rap, I was a huge fan of Eminem. Then I got into rock for a bit, System of a 
Down and that kind of stuff. Then electronic music started getting into my life, till I discovered techno by mistake,’’ she says.

Although a coincidence, it is clear that SAMA’ holds electronic music close to her heart. “It just really got to me, I think the absence of 
words is healthy and the synthesizer sound is insane, you are always limited by words and instruments that you know. Electronic music is 
based on synthesizers which have no limits, you can make any sound with it. Just like animation movies, they are infinite! You can create 
anything,’’ she says.

SAMA’ shares how the techno wave was sparked and how it was not easy for the city to first warm-up to electronic music, to welcome 
this movement. “In the beginning, not a lot of people liked it, a lot of people used to leave or ask me to change. I would just simply re-
ply, ‘I don’t have any other music.’ You have no idea the amount of times someone suggested to plug his phone instead, and how many 
times people asked for their money back. I lost hope in a way after the 3rd party, then I met Fidaa. Fidaa had tolerance for people. She 
had a plan and she was an old time raver. She got Jazar crew to Ramallah, introduced us and put on a party with them, me and Sanaa 
Jamm. She also got the people from Haifa to party in Ramallah. When the people in Ramallah saw the rave, they were shocked, and got 
more and more into the vibe of a rave. Maybe the music still didn’t make a lot of sense, but they got the vibe. The week after, Fidaa put 
on another party, and the week after and so on. When we got to the summer of that year, she organised all day parties, outdoors with 
everyone, all indie bands and DJs. We were getting crazy numbers of people and no one asking for the ticket back anymore. After Fidaa 
stopped organising parties, everyone just continued. It started slowly getting into the culture. In the past 5 years I can say the scene has 
been going INSANE. It is BRILLIANT!’’

SAMA’ is no stranger to putting on parties herself. Starting in her teens, “I did parties that would be 6 hours or so, 8PM to 2AM. When we 
were kids, we used to do parties for friends, hip hop parties and that kind of stuff. Techno parties only became a dream after I attended 
them in Lebanon and was mesmerised. I wanted to have that at home, I did a couple of parties that didn’t work. Then I met Fidaa Kiwan 
who actually had the energy, capability, smartness and stubbornness to make it happen,’’ she says.

Branching beyond the sounds of techno, “I cannot say I am purely a techno person, I produce in a lot of different genres. Sometimes 
you can find me playing experimental and sometimes deep house,’’ she shares. As a sound engineer graduating from a degree in Audio 
Engineering and Music Production from the United Kingdom, SAMA’ exclaims that there is still a need for a club, producers and music 
schools in Palestine. What is otherwise positive is the city’s reaction to her, as a female DJ. She says she would receive, “Good reactions 
of people pushing [her] forward, or not even noticing it, which [she] thinks is the best.’’

What can be difficult for SAMA’ is how many associate her work with politics, due to her nationality. “Unfortunately, it just made me realise 
how much my whole life was in politics, while I never chose it. Palestine is the only country you cannot choose if you want to be interested 
[in politics] or not. It surrounds you by default. It also makes me sad because my baby cousin talks politics and no kid should have to be 
involved in that with no choice,’’ she says. Another difficulty for the DJ is crossing borders when travelling for gigs. SAMA’ has had difficult 
experiences going into occupied territories like Haifa or Jaffa. Moreover, “Travelling out of Palestine takes two days because I have to 
go to Jordan and fly from Jordan, as I cannot access the airport in TLV. Of course I still need a visa mostly everywhere. The amount of UK 
visas I got rejected and had to cancel gigs!’’

For other women who are afraid to break the traditional norms, SAMA’ advises, “It is better to fight than sit wondering what if, but if you 
don’t manage to win, don’t close the path in front of someone else. Try to open the path for who comes next. If you were oppressed, don’t 
oppress someone else, change happens with time and from within.’’ With that message, SAMA’ shouts out the following list of female DJs:  
Makimakkuk, Sanaa Jamm, Yasmine EVE, Ola Hamdan, the new and upcoming Dima Bamyeh, and Yarah Kayal who is worth checking 
out.

DJ SAMA’ is excited about what is to come, from playing big festivals and working on her EP and album to the Sodasy project. Having 
worked in film in Egypt for 5 years, SAMA’ is finding herself in a new path and at the start of a new story, so keep an eye on this lion-
hearted woman.
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