
Due to their nature, sexual offence cases can pose a variety of complex and unique 
challenges. This text is designed to help practitioners overcome a number of obstacles by 
exploring case law, relevant Criminal Code provisions, the Canadian Victims Bill of Rights, 
and other key issues surrounding procedure and evidence. 

The authors—a criminal defence lawyer and a Crown prosecutor—have integrated valuable 
practice insights into their analysis, making this text an essential resource on all facets of 
litigating sexual offence cases.

Emond’s Criminal Law Series offers clear, concise guidance on the practical and procedural 
aspects of criminal law. Ideally suited for members of the criminal bar and judiciary, this 
collection covers discrete areas of criminal practice, anchored by the expertise of General 
Editors Brian H. Greenspan and Vincenzo Rondinelli. Most titles are authored by both defence 
and Crown counsel, lending balance and comprehensiveness to the series.
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Brian H. Greenspan is one of the most prominent and well-regarded 
defence lawyers in Canada, and is the founding partner of 
Greenspan Humphrey Lavine. Brian has been recognized by his 
peers in The International Who’s Who of Business Crime Lawyers, 
The Best Lawyers in Canada, and Chambers Canada. He has twice 
been named as one of the 25 Most Influential Lawyers in Canada 
by Canadian Lawyer Magazine. He received the G. Arthur Martin 
Medal for contributions to criminal justice in Canada in 2010 and an 
honorary doctorate from the Law Society of Upper Canada in 2012.  
Brian H. Greenspan is a past president of the Criminal Lawyers’ 
Association (Ontario) and the founding chair of the Canadian 
Council of Criminal Defence Lawyers.

Vincenzo Rondinelli is a criminal defence lawyer in Toronto, where 
he regularly argues appeals before the Court of Appeal for Ontario. 
He joined the adjunct faculty at Osgoode Hall Law School in 2003 
and is co-director of the Criminal Intensive Program and co-
instructor in the Forensic Science and the Law course. Vincenzo is 
also a sessional instructor at the University of Toronto (Forensic 
Science Program) and recently developed the criminal law 
curriculum for Ryerson’s Law Practice Program. Experienced and 
widely published, he is certified by the Law Society of Upper 
Canada as a Specialist in Criminal Law and is currently the treasurer 
of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association and an executive member of 
the Ontario Bar Association (Criminal Law Section).

about

THE AUTHORS

Daniel Brown, LLB, CS

Jill Witkin, LLB, LLM

Daniel Brown is a criminal defence lawyer and lead counsel at Daniel 
Brown Law LLP in Toronto, Ontario where he has a trial and appellate 
practice devoted to criminal, constitutional, and regulatory law. 

Since his call to the bar in 2005, Daniel has appeared at every level of 
court in Ontario and the Supreme Court of Canada, regularly defending 
clients facing allegations of sexual offences in all corners of Ontario.

Jill Witkin has worked as an Assistant Crown Attorney in Toronto since 
1994. She is currently counsel at the Crown Law Office, Criminal and 
sits as the Chair of the Criminal Law Division’s Sexual Violence Advisory 
Group and the Education and Training Crown for sexual violence. She 
was Deputy Crown Attorney at Old City Hall from 2009 to 2015 and 
was Team Leader of the Child Abuse Team from 2007 to 2009. She 
does much trial and some appellate work involving cases of sexual 
assault and domestic or child abuse.

The authors have collected in one book the most current and essential law necessary 
to the profession in prosecuting and defending sexual offence cases.  It should be 
mandatory reading for anyone doing their first such case and invaluable reference 
for experienced litigators.”

— Marie Henein, LLB, LLM
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UNDERSTANDING CRIME IN CANADA
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SECOND EDITION

Edited by Neil Boyd

“The edited approach, with multiple perspectives from subject experts, is one of the 
real strengths of this text.”

—Michael Seredycz, MacEwan University

“This text is great for university or college level learning, and one of the best 
Canadian criminology books I’ve seen. The case studies are fascinating and very 
effective, and really draw in the reader.”

—Melanie Marchand, Georgian College

Understanding Crime in Canada: An Introduction to Criminology, 2nd Edition 
provides a thorough overview of the foundations of criminology. This edition 
has been updated with new case studies and new coverage of cybercrime and 
terrorism, mental illness, and crime policy. In addition to this new material, the 
text explores important aspects of criminology, including—but not limited to—the 
role of the media, key points of criminal law, and ways of measuring crime. Using 
this comprehensive resource, readers will be able to deepen their understanding of 
crime and its effects on society.
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