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Travelling Cheapskates is  
a social enterprise that 

curates budget travel packages throughout  
South Africa. It is the brainchild of Philile 
Nzimande and Pearl Nkosi and, as the 
former puts it, ‘is run by a bunch of 
millennials with passion and brains.’ 

Philile tells Escapes more about the 
company and their budget-friendly  
travel deals. 

SO, WHAT’S THE STORY 
BEHIND TRAVELLING 
CHEAPSKATES? 
Travelling Cheapskates was unofficially 
born in the year 2007 in Durban in a 
two-bedroom apartment, shared by 10 
students. We always hosted stranded 
friends we found on campus – I think  
we were basically the Airbnb of the time. 

After graduating, we parted ways, but 
that spirit of ubuntu remained with us. 

Pearl went to Cape Town for an 
internship, and I later joined her there. 
She then moved to Florida, in the US, and 
I left for Joburg. When Pearl returned to 
the motherland, it wasn’t long before we 
officially launched Travelling Cheapskates.

Our business was formally registered  
in 2014, but came about in 2012 – after 
some travels around South Africa. We 
called ourselves the ‘travel cheapskates’ 
because we were travelling on an extreme 
budget. We started sharing our pictures 
on Facebook, and people responded  
very positively to what we were sharing. 

But, there was one defining moment  
for us. Once, when we were backpacking 
through Knysna, we realised that we were 
the only black South Africans roaming 
the area for leisure. I remember walking 

into a restaurant in Sedgefield and seeing 
everyone’s heads turning towards us. 
Besides the waitress and cleaners,  
we were the only black people there. 

From that day on, something shifted  
in us. We felt compelled to research why 
black people weren’t travelling, and it 
became our mission to find ways to  
make travel accessible to them. 

WHEN WAS THE WEBSITE 
LAUNCHED AND HOW 
WAS IT RECEIVED? 
I created our first website in 2015,  
but we relaunched it in 2016. We are an 
interactive company – social media is our 
office and, judging from interactions on 
social media, the market seems to have 
fallen in love with us! 

We currently have a combined  
social media following of almost 9 400 
people, and are now also starting to see 
an uptake in international markets. We 
are far from where we want to be, but  
the future looks bright.

WHO IS YOUR  
TARGET MARKET?
The previously disadvantaged and  
those who’ve never had an opportunity  
to experience their own country’s beauty. 
But, we welcome anyone wanting to try 
something different in South Africa –  
no matter who they are or where they 
come from. 

PHILILE NZIMANDE AND PEARL NKOSI ARE THE TWO INSPIRING WOMEN BEHIND THE 
TRAVELLING CHEAPSKATES WEBSITE. THEY’RE NOT ONLY MAKING TRAVEL MORE 

ACCESSIBLE, BUT THEY’RE ALSO ON A MISSION TO UNITE SOUTH AFRICANS  
THROUGH TRAVEL. ESCAPES CHATS TO THEM TO FIND OUT MORE

CHEAPSKATES
ON THE

rise  OUR MAIN GOAL IS TO 
INSPIRE BLACK SOUTH 

AFRICANS TO START 
TRAVELLING MORE 
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FAST FACTS
 The Magalies glamping 

experience is set at a 
family-owned, 21-acre farm 
called Koesterfarm, located  
10 km outside of the small 
town of Magaliesburg. 

 Accommodation is offered  
in a glamping tent, farmhouse,  
or rock house which can 
accommodate up to 10  
guests altogether. 

 The Magaliesberg region  
lies roughly 80 km north-west  
of Joburg and 45 km west  
of Pretoria. The region is 
surrounded by the Magaliesberg 
Mountain Range, and is near 
The Cradle of Humankind.

 R840 per person sharing 
for two nights
083 641 2727, info@
koesterfarm.co.za

CHEAPSKATE!
WE TAKE A LOOK AT ONE OF TRAVELLING CHEAPSKATES’ WONDERFUL 

DEALS. THIS ONE IS IN THE MAGICAL MAGALIESBERG – AN EASY HOP FOR 
JOBURGERS LOOKING FOR A WEEKEND BREAK 

I magine soaking up the summer sun next 
to (or from inside) a splash pool, with a 

drink in hand, and the sound of beetles and birds 
basking in the heat. You’re relaxing just outside a 
comfortable glamping tent in the Magaliesberg 
countryside, and your biggest worry is when to  
put the meat on the braai. 

Travelling Cheapskates is currently offering  
a budget glamping breakaway at Koesterfarm  
in the Magaliesberg region at a budget price of 
R840 per person sharing for two nights. 

This establishment promises peace and quiet, 
views over the Magaliesberg Mountains that 

make for the perfect sunset backdrop, and plenty 
glamping luxuries.

But, when you get bored of chilling poolside, 
there’s plenty to do. Magaliesberg is known for  
its multitude of activities – for adventure seekers 
and culture-vultures alike. You can visit the 
Angela Eidelman art gallery, the Cradle of 
Humankind or the Sterkfontein Caves. Other 
excursions include boat rides, cable car rides, 
hiking, hot air ballooning, and 4x4 adventures.

This package includes your private, self-catering 
accommodation, a braai area, deck, splash pool, 
fully equipped kitchen, and on-site security.

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF 
BLACK SOUTH AFRICAN 
TRAVEL? 
Our business is doing much better in 
2018 compared to 2012. We see that as  
a positive sign, and so we’d say it is on the 
rise, yes. Black millennials, in particular, 
are travelling more.

WHAT ARE YOUR  
FUTURE GOALS?
Our main goal is to inspire black South 
Africans to start travelling more and to 
unite our country’s people through travel. 
Travel doesn’t have to be expensive. 
And that’s what we’re trying to get 
across to the wider South African 
public. Do it like a cheapskate!

KNOW THIS
 Travelling Cheapskates  

has a monthly event called 
#TRAVELYOURBACKYARD,  
that promotes South African  
tour operators and activities. They 
encourage anyone interested in 
getting out of their comfort zone 
to take part and mingle with 
multiple South African cultures, 
and enjoy a tour facilitated by a 
trained tour guide. 

 Follow Travelling Cheapskates 
on social media:

Twitter: @Travlcheapskate

Instagram: @travellingcheapskates

Facebook: travellingcheapskates 

Tumblr: travellingcheapskates

Website: travelingcheapskates.
co.za

TRAVEL LIKE A


