
EUROPEAN IDENTITIES 

(00:18 – 01:50) Thibault 

I’m Thibault and I’m 23.  I’ve crossed Western Europe by bike across more than 8,500 km meeting 

ordinary Europeans, with no preconceived ideas.  This trip took more than seven months and I had time 

to wonder and ask whether Europe was something for a political discourse or if on the contrary we, its 

citizens, are directly involved.  In order to understand, each night I knocked on doors in search of refuge.  

I met hundreds of Europeans who took me in.  If I had knocked on your door, it could have been you.  

Because it is you who inhabit and make up Europe.  So.  What is this European identity?  Is it cultural, 

political, economic? 

But what is Europe?  It’s part of the Eurasian continent where some 750 million people live on 49 

countries.  Speaking not less than 28 languages across 5 time zones from Acores to Russia.  I’ve crossed 

the 14 countries of Western Europe and culturally, the first thing I noticed is the many languages that 

are spoken. 

At each encounter, I had to get by in order to be understood.  In certain countries I could use French, my 

native language, and in others I had to make hand movements in order to get a simple message across 

or quite simply speak English.  Today the majority of us speak this language fluently.  This is the case in 

the Netherlands, for example.  But others have a very difficult time to adapt.  As for me, I only spoke a 

few words at the start of this trip.  I wondered whether it was the same case for everyone. 

(01:50 – 02:04) Unknown Englishman  (Italy) 

In Italy we have a very egocentric view of the world.  If you look at the world map, what is at the center?  

It’s Italy.  So why would you want to learn another language? 

(02:05 – 02:32) Unknown man (France) 

When you come to a country with very little culture, you open up to other countries and right away 

absorb the language.  I think for example the Scandinavian countries are all very small countries.  

Everything that is, for example, relative to movies, all that comes from American movies.  The thing is 

that small countries cannot dub them (unknown woman:  certain ones, yes) they don’t dub them and 

instead watch the original version. 

(02:33 – 02:55) Unknown man (Italy) 

Culturally Spain, Italy and France are usually countries where people immigrate.  This gives people the 

impression that they don’t need to learn another language because we are already in the place where 

we should be. 

(03:00 – 03:10) Thibault 



So that would be a question of culture.  We have everything we need in our country.  So why worry 

about what’s happening next door.  It’s a very egocentric view of the world.  I finished by finding the 

best answers. 

(03:11 – 03:49) Two unknown men (France) 

- Because we think that to speak English well is to master it.  If when a Frenchman speaks with a 

slight British accent, then people say wow, you speak so well. 

- It’s just that it bothers you because you can’t do the same. 

- Oh yes, but in fact that’s it, it’s that it’s expected or that I really admire someone who speaks 

English well. 

- As you know, that relates to me completely.  When I see a French person who speaks English 

and really puts the accent into it. 

- It means he is trying to get your goat. 

- But he’s just trying to speak English. 

- It’s only in our country and only in our country that people do that. 

- But it’s a contest of who is the worst? 

(03:52-04:18) Thibault 

One language thus characterizes a people, a culture and a country.  And on the contrary, in Spain, Italy 

and France where a single language is official.  Certain countries are multilingual like Belgium and in 

Switzerland people speak French, German, Dutch, Italian and Romansh… 

How do you feel Belgian or Swiss in these conditions? 

(04:19-04:39) Unknown man (Switzerland) 

I believe all Swiss people as all Swiss people even when they feel Swiss at the base of their differences, 

problems they have between regions.    Very low to the South, very few people speak Italian, from the 

capital to Berne, it’s far it must be mountains between the two.  Sometimes it’s not easy to manage I 

would think! 

(04:40-05:02) Unknown man (Belgium) 

We are all Belgians there are differences there are things that are a bit delicate but the national 

sentiment is well ingrained.  Yes, in every region, in every fourth region because there is also the 

Brussels region which is large enough by itself. 

(05:03-05:21) Unknown English man (Switzerland) 

The Swiss Romandy section does not want to be French. The Swiss German definitely does not want to 

be German.  The Italian section does not want to be Italian. We have the same type of mentality. 

 



(05:22-05:42) Unknown Italian Man (Switzerland) 

Finally when someone tells me “you are Italian,” I answer yes I speak Italian.  But I was born in 

Switzerland and I hold fast to my culture, to my country, especially since I live here, I eat here.  And it’s 

thanks to the Swiss that we work, that we have a salary and so I feel Swiss and not Italian. 

(05:43-06:04) Unknown man (Belgium) 

Now it’s not a huge overstatement to say you’re either Wallon or Flemish. One can have several 

identities; you can be Belgian and European so…!  There is a Belgian identity in the North as well as the 

South.  Which is more developed? I don’t know. But… one does not exclude the other. 

(06:06 – 07:04) Thibault 

However the fact that one does not speak the language of his countrymen does not detract at all from 

their national identity.  A Swiss person is Swiss and a Belge is Belgian, whichever language he speaks. 

The language barrier does not remove people’s hospitality even if we don’t always understand. I have 

often had access to a warm bed after 100 kilometers on my bike. 

In the South of Italy, I met Sergi who has been traveling in a kayak with his dog for two and a half years. 

He can cover about 100 kilometers per day and often sleeps on the beach.  I realize the extraordinary 

luck I’ve had to travel by bike and to meet him.  But when you travel, destiny always has its responsible 

role. Sergi left from Barcelona but he does not consider himself Spanish, rather he is Catalan. 

(07: 05 – 07:27) Sergie (English version) Spain 

Spain is a marvelous, multicultural territory.  We are not all the same, we are different. In certain 

regions you will eat certain things, speak one language, have traditions.  In another region it will be 

different.  This is quite interesting and rich. It’s a very pleasant value. 

(07:28-07:42) Unknown woman (Spain) 

Catalan country is a very rich and powerful nation and they know what Spain possesses and what exists 

in Spain is due largely to the Catalans, culturally, economically, and for everything. 

(07:41-07:56) Female unknown friend (Spain) 

So they know and do not want to leave and so from there, they begin their threats, “if you leave you will 

leave the European Union.” All banks, all companies will leave. 

(07:58-08:08) Unknown female (Spain) 

They always play on culture and fear. They will give birth to fear in society so that it changes its mind 

and that it will cease being a current thought for 50 years now. 

(08:09-08:42) Unknown female (Spain) 



I don’t believe it’s only because of money, but also due to the fact of having a clean culture, a clean 

Type equation here.language, traditions, history.  It’s the feeling of being a “nation state”.  This, too, is 

the chance for me to create something new, to be able to take back everything from the beginning, from 

the bases. 

Catalogne, from a sociological, historic point of view, has always been a region that is leftist and 

progressive.  As a result, it’s also a chance to create something different. 

(08:43-08:53) Sergie: 

What a beautiful adventure to begin with our own chief and we are not afraid. 

(08:54-10:29) Thibault: 

Of Spanish nationality, the Catalons wished to be considered such while at the same time be considered 

as another country having its own government. At 7.5 million inhabitants, they are just as numerous as 

the Swiss who do not feel fairly treated by government. The Catalans reclaim their independence. They 

are proud of their language and their culture. It is the richest region of Spain. It is thus understandable 

that the government would not want to relinquish its hold on this part of the country. 

Another existential question would also figure into this problem. If Catalogne were to become 

independent, the question of European identity could be raised again. However, it is strange to speak of 

a political choice as if its hands were tied in advance. In effect, the Catalans do not express themselves 

regarding their belonging to the European Union but rather their life in common with the rest of 

Spaniards. 

In parallel, I traveled to Ireland, a Celtic destination. There English is spoken as the major language, but 

in certain regions, Irish is also spoken. The Irish number 6 million on a territory that is almost three times 

the size of Catalogne. People say the grass is greener elsewhere. This is expressed in every sense in this 

country. My objective was to not plant my aunt a single time. Because the weather could go from hail to 

sun and then return to rain in less than ten minutes.  This island is made up of Northern Irish and Irish 

from the Republic of Ireland.  They have a distinct nationality but are they so different. 

(10:31-11:17) Unknown woman (Ireland) 

We are now the North and the South. We are two different cultures. It is a bit ambitious to grasp that 

the North and the South could be under the same government. 

At the economic and financial level, I think that we are happy the way this works today. We are happy to 

see peace. It will come, perhaps in our lifetime, but certainly in the future. But perhaps it would be good 

or perhaps they would be happy. We are happy. We do not have any problems to welcome them to the 

South. 

(11:18-11:57) Unknown man (Northern Ireland) 



They like to think that we are different.  I can guarantee that the superstitions they practice here are 

exactly the same as those they practice in Dingle (Irish Republic). They say they are different.  People, in 

the South, must accept my identity as being Northern Irish, of being Irish.  When you leave Northern 

Ireland and go anywhere in the world, you are Irish. No one ever makes the distinction between the 

North and the South.  Everywhere in the world, you are considered Irish. 

(12:00-13:12) Thibault 

If the Northern Irish consider themselves quite simply as Irish, I have understood that this disorder came 

from the neighboring island. English Protestants have tried for centuries to colonize them. In 1921, they 

accepted to declare their independence on the condition that they keep a small section.  Northern 

Ireland. If languages could form significant cultural divides across Europe, another aspect is primordial. 

Religion certainly attracts conflicts, but it is in permanent flux on our continent. 

In Western Europe. There are Catholic Christians and Protestant Christians, but it is not only in England 

that Anglicanism is declared the state religion. All other countries are secular. However, religion is still 

very present in many countries. If young people are less and less Catholic, Italy and Ireland are certainly 

countries where religion is the most important. 

To be religious, this is an enigma. What does this signify? Is it learned? Is it assumed from generation to 

generation? 

(13:13 – 13:33) Unknown Man (Italy) 

It comes spontaneously to every man, whether by confession or not. That a being created all this. All 

things. The identification of nature itself as well as natural phenomena with a higher power.  

(13:34-13:42) Unknown men (3) Ireland 

I am anti-religion. They say I am very, I am very religious. But the only time they go to church is at 

Christmas. 

(13:54-14:23) Unknown female (Italy) 

Despite the fact that we consider ourselves Catholic, that we follow the Pope, that we follow Saint Seuil, 

finally Saint Peter, often we are pro-abortion, pro-divorce and thus we follow those who follow Christ, 

so this Catholicism, I do not know up to what point it is real and true. 

(14:24-15:05) Thibault 

To be religious is not simply to go to church on Sunday. Europe evolves from year to year. Thus it is 

necessary to reflect on what to keep and what to change. Religion attacks a major problem in Europe.  

Abortion. 



Following legislation, all these countries authorize a woman to abort between 10 and 22 weeks.  Even if 

Ireland has evolved with gay marriage, this country stubbornly maintains its position against abortion 

and is among the strictest countries in the world. A woman risks 14 years in prison for illegal abortion. 

(15:06-15:41) Unknown female (Ireland) 

It is not allowed in this country. We know that at this time, young people go to England in order to 

abort.  I don’t think I would like to see that, I don’t think I would want that to come to this country 

because it could be seen as an easy solution for people, on how to get rid of their fetus, but it depends, I 

think, on the personal situation of the mother, of the baby and of the family. 

(15:42-16:00) Unknown female (Spain) 

  


