
38 39

Where to stay

Caldera House
One of the smartest additions 
to the area in recent months, 
Caldera House is set at the base 
of the mountain with direct 
ski-in, ski-out access and superb 
mountain views. The eight suites 
are chic with warm wood features, 
fireplaces and mohair throws. 
At the Old Yellowstone Garage, 
diners can enjoy a post-ski bowl 
of spaghetti with wagyu meatballs 
and a glass of Italian wine.
calderahouse.com

Anvil Hotel 
Located in downtown Jackson,  
the overhauled Anvil Hotel is a 
short walk from all the town’s 
hotspots. The 49 rooms are 
modern and low-key, kitted 
out with iron beds and woollen 
blankets. During the winter, 
enjoy campfire s’mores around 
the outdoor fire pit and daily hot 
chocolate in the lobby. The hotel’s 
Italian restaurant, Glorietta, is 
one of the most sought-after in 
Jackson.
anvilhotel.com

Where to eat

Persephone Bakery
Freshly baked loaves and 
traditional French pastries that 
are made by hand are the order 
of the day at the bright white 
Persephone Bakery. Along with 
baked goods, the menu features 
wholesome comfort food, such as 
seeded avocado bowls and warm 
quinoa porridge. 
persephonebakery.com

Bar Enoteca
A Mediterranean-style restaurant 
and wine bar from Gavin Fine, 
the menu at the shiny Bar 
Enoteca features tasty bites and a 
solid wine and beer list. Set at the 
base of the mountain, it’s one of 
the more upmarket après spots. 
enotecajacksonhole.com

Glorietta
There couldn’t be a homelier 
place to eat than at the wood-
panelled Italian restaurant, 
Glorietta. Set next to the 
Anvil Hotel, Glorietta serves 
plates of pasta (ricotta cavatelli 
or fettuccini with roasted 
mushrooms) and large meaty 
dishes, such as confit rabbit  
and a herby tomahawk ribeye, 
to warm you up. The restaurant 

draws a crowd of locals and 
foreigners and a night out here is 
casual yet sophisticated. As one 
of the most popular restaurants 
in town, reservations are 
recommended. 
gloriettajackson.com

Where to drink

Million Dollar Cowboy Bar
A honky-tonk that’s been around 
since 1937; the leather saddle 
stools that run along the extensive 
wooden bar are reason alone to 
visit. You’ll also find taxidermied 
animals on display, live music and 
plenty of dancing. 
milliondollarcowboybar.com

Bin22
Tucked away at the back of a 
bottle shop, Bin22 is ideal for a 
casual après-ski glass of wine and 
selection of tapas. It also serves as 
a wine shop and grocer. 
bin22jacksonhole.com

Mangy Moose
A true Jackson institution that  
has been keeping locals well 
sated for 50 years. It’s a laidback 
restaurant and grocer but mostly 
it’s a comfy drinking hole that 
starts with some beers at après-
ski o’clock and keeps the party 
going into the early hours of the 
morning. 
mangymoose.com

Where to shop

Mountain Dandy 
The owners of Mountain Dandy 
travel twice a year to source 
vintage furniture and art for the 
shop. But its not all one-of-a-
kind antique finds: it also stocks 
modern furniture and handmade 
artisan items, including ceramics 
and toiletries. 
mountaindandy.com 

Where to swim

Granite Hot Springs Pool
Been shredding up Jackson’s 
slopes all week? There’s nothing 
like a good soak in a steaming 
bath to ease aching muscles. 
This pool is tucked away in the 
mountains at Granite Creek Road 
and is accessible by snowmobile, 
dog sled, skis or fat bike – what a 
way to arrive. 
Granite Creek Road
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Jackson Hole isn’t just about skiing: there are 
interesting shops, great hotel and restaurant options 
and – if your legs need a rest – even the odd place to 
slow down and unwind. Let us show you around.
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FACTS AND 
FIGURES

Population
10,500

Summit 
elevation

3,185m

Runs
133 named 

trails

Uphill 
capacity

17,833 skiers 
per hour

Snowfall
11.7m of snow 

per year 

Winter season 
24 Nov 2018 – 
7 April 2019 

Date 
Wyoming’s 

first ski area 
opened

1939

Europe has some of the best ski resorts in the world so 
why are so many people making the journey to Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming, to go skiing? “The terrain is truly phe-
nomenal,” says Jimmy Chin, professional climber, skier 
and photographer – who moved here from California in 
1999. Home to more than 1,200 hectares of back-country 
skiing and some of the most dramatic mountains in the 
US, Jackson Hole isn’t your average American ski resort.

Located on the western edge of Wyoming, 2.5 hours 
from Yellowstone and a short drive from Grand Teton 
National Park, Jackson’s access to pristine wilderness 
feels limitless. “I’ll never get tired of skiing, climbing and 
adventuring here,” says Chin. Come springtime the snow 
thaws and the jagged ice-capped peaks reveal innumer-
able hiking and biking trails. It’s this year-round accessi-
bility that’s attracted people from outside the region who 
now call the small town home. “You come for the winters 
and stay for the summers,” says Ali Cohane, co-owner 
of restaurants Persephone and Picnic. Cohane moved to 
Jackson from Colorado to work a ski season after college 
and never looked back. “It has an immediate connection 
to the Wild West and is one of the last great Western ski 
towns to be developed. It wasn’t long ago that this was a 
town of cowboys.”

Before Jackson became a ski resort, the area’s great 
swathes of land drew nomads, ranchers, traders and 
adventurers, some of whom still live there today. It’s 
one of the last remaining authentically Western places in 
America. You only need to drive past the ranches pep-
pered with horses and barns, or swing by the Million 
Dollar Cowboy Bar, to see that Jackson’s cowboy cul-
ture is alive and kicking. Unlike ritzy Aspen it hasn’t 
yet become a celebrity playground but it also isn’t all 
cowboys and cattle. “There’s a convergence of different 
people coming here for the same great things, whether in 
a camper van or private plane,” says Cohane. 

In the past few years the town has seen the open-
ing of small businesses that are both sophisticated and 
deeply rooted in local culture. “The town is large enough 
to host cultural events, such as the New York City Ballet 
at the arts centre, but small enough that people enjoy 
and appreciate the personal interactions with shop- 
owners,” says Christian Burch, co-founder of furniture 
and homeware shop Mountain Dandy. Jackson’s restau-
rant scene has also transformed in recent years. “When I 
first moved to town there was little diversity in the food 
offerings and restaurants were either high-end or casual,” 
says Gavin Fine, who has been instrumental in shaping 
the town’s food culture through his Jackson-based restau-
rant group Fine Dining. “Now the restaurant scene offers 
everything.” 

Landing in Jackson Hole you can see the monumen-
tal mountains rise from the flat valley, the jagged peaks 
ascending in all their glory. “It really is a unique setting 
that calls to the wide gamut of American culture,” says 
Cohane. Yet maintaining Jackson’s beauty and small-
town feel doesn’t come without its challenges. As tourists 
discover the fierce beauty of the Wild West, the numbers 
of visitors will continue to rise. But Cohane believes the 
townspeople will maintain Jackson’s distinctive culture. 
“We are fighting to keep this unique character.”

Monocle 24: Tune in  
for a soundtrack to your 

travels plus news and 
insights on the go.  

monocle.com/radio

R E S O R T  /  U S A

SNOW-
CAPPED 
WEST
Once a cowboy town, now a stunning 
ski resort with a blooming cultural 
and dining scene, Jackson Hole in 
Wyoming is becoming the go-to 
destination for those looking for  
a unique skiing experience.
writer Mary Holland

Ski runs
Mary Kate Buckley, president of the Jackson 
Hole Mountain Resort and a JH 100 Club 
member, recommends some slopes.

Beginner
Buckley recommends Pooh Bear, which is 
accessed from the Sweetwater Gondola, 
Teewinot Lift or the Solitude conveyor. 
“It always has perfectly groomed, easy 
pitches.” She also suggests Solitude 
Station, a new learning centre that 
opened this season. “It’s perfect for taking 
breaks in front of a beautiful fireplace 
and resting tired beginner legs.” Grab a 
bite at the new rPK 3 kitchen and bar, 
located adjacent to the Tram, which serves 
wholesome comfort food.

Intermediate
“Casper, Teton and Après Vous chairs offer 
some of the best intermediate skiing in the 
world,” says Buckley. For a mid-ski lunch, 
head back down to Piste Mountain Bistro 
in the valley for burgers and craft beer. 

Advanced
Buckley recommends linking some of 
Jackson’s more notoriously challenging 
terrain in one seemingly endless run. 
From the top of the summit-based 
Aerial Tram (the iconic centrepiece of 
the mountain commonly known as “Big 
Red”), at an elevation of 10,450ft, ski 

upper Rendezvous Bowl to East Ridge 
to Tensleep Bowl. From there, Expert 
Chutes to lower Paintbrush to Toilet 
Bowl and then cut over to Study Plots to 
drop into Amphitheater. “I love this route 
because it feels like it goes on forever. 
And that’s what Jackson Hole is known 
for: a sense of neverending vertical,” says 
Buckley. At the top of Aerial Tram is 
Corbet’s Cabin Top of the World Waffles, 
where skiers can refuel. 

Itinerary for non-skiers
Love ski resorts but hate the skiing? 
Visitors can still enjoy the snow without 
having to clip on a pair of ski boots. 
Take a snowmobile trip to Old Faithful, 
a cone geyser in one of the US’s greatest 
national parks, Yellowstone. If you’d prefer 
something closer to home, Grand Teton 
National Park is on the town’s doorstep 
as well as National Elk Refuge, where elks 
can be spotted from the back of a horse-
driven sleigh. Back in downtown Jackson 
there are thriving retail and restaurant 
scenes. Swing by Gaslight Alley, a quaint 
narrow pedestrianised street that’s lined 
with shops such as Valley Bookstore, 
Mountain Dandy for furniture and Made 
for knickknacks. Let lunch commence at 
the homely Persephone Bakery or airy 
Picnic café followed by après ski at the 
lively Mangy Moose or Million Dollar 
Cowboy Bar. Who said après ski is only 
for skiers? 

Not every hotel has this potential but the Anvil 
did,” says Warner.

Mary Kate Buckley
President, Jackson Hole  
Mountain Resort
“Establishing permanent residency and the 
pursuit of big-mountain outdoor life in the 
Tetons proved the best move of all,” says 
powerhouse Mary Kate Buckley, who has lived 
everywhere from New York to Hong Kong 
during her corporate career. Although she’s 
been skiing here since 1985, it wasn’t until 2005 
that she made her presence more permanent 
and bought a property. In 2018 she was named 
president of Jackson Hole Mountain Resort. 
Buckley is also a member of Jackson’s esteemed 
100 Club, which requires 100 days of skiing 
per season to gain access. “I 
promised myself, when I gave 
up my corporate career, that if 
I was going to move to Jackson 
I would ski every day that’s 
humanly possible.” And it 
wasn’t just the skiing that drew 
Buckley here. “Jackson Hole’s 
people are linked by a love of 
the outdoors. They explore these 
globally sought-after landscapes 
in all seasons to seek a higher 
quality of life.”

Gavin Fine
Co-owner, Fine Dining 
Restaurant Group
“It’s impossible to ignore the 
beauty of this town,” says Gavin 
Fine, whose restaurant group is 
responsible for opening some 
of the town’s finest food joints. Places such as 
Bar Enoteca, Bin22 and Roadhouse Brewing 
Pub are responsible for Jackson’s exceptional 
dining scene, which has transformed over the 
past decade. “When I drove out here after 
college I remember turning the corner in my 
Buick LeSabre and catching a straight-on view 
of those mountains,” he says. Since 2001, Fine 
Dining has opened six restaurants and one 
speciality grocer here. 

Travis Goodman and Chas Marsh
Owners, Jackson Hole Still Works
Jackson Hole Still Works makes handcrafted 
small-batch spirits distilled from Wyoming-
farmed grains. Originally from Philadelphia, 
its founders Travis Goodman and Chas Marsh 
both ventured to Jackson to find nature and 
ended up staying for good because of the 
town’s low-key feel. “You never know if the 
man tending the bar is heading to the Olympics 
next week, or if the woman sitting over there 
is one of the most sought-after artists in the 
world,” says Goodman, who cites Jackson as a 
small town that draws people from across the 
globe. “There’s an incredible amount of culture 
here, be it from the mountain-sports lifestyle, 
the remarkable food and drink scene or visual 
and performing arts. It’s all here.”

Tommy Moe
Olympic skier, alpine guide 
and ski instructor
Hired as an ambassador for Jackson in 
1994 after he won gold and silver medals  
at the Olympics, alpine ski racer Tommy 
Moe knows good snow. “The mountains 
and skiing in Jackson are unique because 
of the quality of terrain,” says Moe, who 
also works as an alpine guide and private 
ski instructor. “I take most guests up the 
Tram and Bridger gondola to ski Sublette 
and Thunder lifts. The snow is the best  
on these lifts and has great terrain for 
most people.”

Meet the villagers
Erik Warner
Owner, Anvil Hotel  
Originally opened in the 1950s as a ski hotel, 
the Anvil Hotel reopened in 2017 after being 
bought by Erik Warner and overhauled by 
Brooklyn’s Studio Tack. “What made this 
transformation meaningful is that I worked at 
the front desk of the hotel about 20 years ago 
during a college summer,” says Warner, who 
has been coming back ever since. “It’s hard 
to come to Jackson and not fall in love with 
this place,” he says. For Warner the beauty 
of the mountains and national parks that 
simultaneously exist in a sophisticated town, 
that maintains its cowboy culture and identity 
from the 1800s, is what makes it so distinctive. 
The Anvil is one of the town’s few modern 
lodgings with bona-fide local appeal. “Over the 
past few years I’ve been creating hotels that 
have the potential to [live] in harmony with the 
cultures and communities in which they exist. 

LISTEN
Monocle 24: Get the world’s 
top stories, plus opinion,  
from our editors at Midori 
House and abroad. You can 
also browse our archive of 
podcasts from shows covering 
news (The Foreign Desk), 
business (The Entrepreneurs), 
culture (The Monocle Culture 
Show, The Sessions at Midori 
House) and much more.
monocle.com/radio
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