
49

50

 DEVINA SETH 
DIRECTOR, MEDIA OPERATIONS AT DAZED 

GROUP, CO-OWNER OF GUNPOWDER 
RESTAURANTS, LONDON 

“The closest thing to home for me is food and films,” says 
Devina Seth, who opened her second restaurant with 
husband Harneet Baweja in London this August. “The 

first Gunpowder we started was in Spitalfields, where we 
upcycled an old ‘curry house’ and opened shop in 2015.” 
Beyond moonlighting as a consultant at her husband’s 
restaurant, Seth is a publishing marketing magnet. She 

spent six years at Vice, where she witnessed the team grow 
from 40 to 500, and now as the future of print comes under 

speculation, she finds herself at the Dazed group, testing 
and integrating new products for online. The dress code 

her job demands? “I always ask myself: How would Phoebe 
Philo want me to dress? So, I go clean and understated—

smoking jackets, overcoats, a few well-cut suits and a lot of 
shirts. I reserve my smock dresses for date night with my 

husband at the restaurant.”—Akanksha Kamath

 GARIMA ARORA, 
CHEF, BANGKOK 

When Garima Arora opened GAA 
in Bangkok in April 2017, little did she 

imagine that in less than two years 
it would be awarded a Michelin star. 
Before opening her own restaurant, 

she worked at the legendary Noma in 
Copenhagen. “My biggest takeaway 
from Noma was to tap into my own 

culture. To see them do amazing 
things with such limited produce 

they have in Scandinavia was eye-
opening,” says Arora. The nouvelle 

cuisine at GAA doesn’t fit any 
label—Thai produce, Indian flavours, 
and international techniques come 

together to create unexpected plates. 
Arora runs a packed dinner service 

seven nights a week, so her wardrobe 
is primarily her chef uniform. “When I 
do take a day off, I just want to be as 
comfortable as possible. My personal 

style is very casual; I basically live 
in jeans and sneakers outside the 

kitchen,” she says.—Prachi Joshi  n
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 NAHEMA MEHTA, 
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER, 

ABSOLUT ART, NEW YORK 
“My career path is more of a jungle 

gym than a ladder,” explains Geneva-
born, New York-based Nahema 

Mehta. She’s referring to her stints on 
Wall Street, Sotheby’s and even the 

Supreme Court of the US. In her free 
time Mehta also managed to launch 
Art Remba, a “Net-a-Porter for the 
art world.” This venture caught the 

attention of vodka giant Absolut, who 
bought her out and led her to co-

found Absolut Art, a globally curated 
artist-to-consumer e-commerce site. 
“I wanted to address the art-buying 
gap between posters and Picassos,” 

explains Mehta. Her work takes 
her around the world, from Hong 

Kong to Sweden and everything in 
between—a familiar feeling from her 
childhood years, when she shuttled 

between Belgium and Kenya. For her 
travels she swears by Maria Cornejo 

wrinkle-proof jumpsuits that look 
good enough for a meeting after 
a long-haul flight. She also packs 

Brunello Cucinelli separates, Prada 
metallic brogues and Anamika 
Khanna for post-8pm events. 

—Rishna Shah

 CHITRA 
GANESH, VISUAL 
ARTIST, NEW YORK 
 The year 2018 saw Ganesh 

work on two large-scale 
projects. The Scorpion 

Gesture, a suite of 
animations commissioned by 
the Rubin Museum of Art in 
New York, was transformed 

into an immersive installation 
for the 2018 Kochi-Muziris 

Biennale. The second, 
a  multi-part print project 

inspired by Sultana’s Dream, a 
feminist utopian text written 
in 1905, culminated in a solo 
exhibition, Chitra Ganesh:  

Her Garden, A Mirror. “I draw 
inspiration from a variety 
of visual languages, from 

Surrealism and Expressionism 
to Islamic architecture, 

comics and sci-fi,” she says.  
—Sheree Gomes Gupta

47

M
AR

YA
M

 M
O

RR
IS

O
N

; @
SA

RU
JA

YA
RA

M
AN

/T
W

IT
TE

R;
 R

O
BE

RT
O

 C
H

AM
O

RR
O

; R
EX

 F
EA

TU
RE

S;
 S

H
UT

TE
RS

TO
C

K.
CO

M

48


