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M A S T E R  M A K E R

After beating out seven contestants for the title of Master Maker 
on the first season of the NBC reality craft show Making It, Austin wood-
worker Khiem Nguyen plans to take his wife and business partner, Amanda 
McKeever, on a long overdue honeymoon to Japan. The couple married 
in October 2017, just one month after the show finished filming. 

“We had our wedding and couldn’t tell anyone that Khiem had even 
been on a show,” McKeever says. “We saw our friends and family and 
had to keep our big news all bottled up.”

Nguyen and McKeever can start spreading the news. Of course, Aus-
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tinites have known for years what viewers of Making It, which ended 
in September 2018, just learned: Nguyen and McKeever have a unique 
gift working with wood and creating handmade goods.

Since starting A&K Woodworking and Design in 2013, the couple 
have turned heads with their unique, midcentury modern pieces with 
elements of traditional Japanese design. They specialize in cabinets, 
stools, tables, consoles, credenzas and other functional pieces, made 
from locally sourced, raw wood, such as black walnut, maple and cherry. 
While Nguyen focuses on constructing their signature furniture pieces, 

Nguyen and McKeever (top 
left) have made sought-
after wooden pieces and 
handmade goods since 
starting A&K Woodworking 
and Design in 2013; their 
Oto Credenza (above) 
features a built-in sound 
bar compartment, hand-cut 
dovetails and gaboon-ebony 
inlay door pulls; small bowls 
(near left), in walnut and 
cherry, sell for $25 but, as 
of late November, were on 
back order.
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McKeever specializes in crafting their best-selling laser-cut mini-lanterns 
and other small pieces. Their designs are rooted in quality craftsman-
ship and creativity.

In 2017 their work caught the eye of a casting agent, who invited the 
couple to an open casting call for Making It in Austin. They impressed 
the casting people, but, unable to compete as a couple, they decided 
Nguyen should continue the process alone. He learned he’d made the 
final cut a few days before filming began, in September 2017.

The six-episode competition of Making It entailed tackling two projects 
per episode in hopes of impressing judges Simon Doonan and Dayna 
Isom Johnson. Throughout the show, hosted by the funny (and punny) 
Amy Poehler and Nick Offerman, Nguyen wowed the judges with his 
skillful craftsmanship, creativity and risk-taking.

He earned his first of four patches (the winner of each challenge was 
awarded a patch) for an outdoor theater and bench-style seating he built 
out of recycled pallet wood, canvas and construction privacy screens. A
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The judges commended his use of bright colors and incorporation of a 
home movie he and McKeever had made.  

Nguyen earned patches for his midcentury modern wooden light 
fixture and his Halloween costume that resembled their dog Rowdy. His 
projects for the season finale—a hope chest featuring a record player 
and speaker bar and a gorgeous wooden outdoor arch—stole the show.

“I was shocked that I won,” he says. “It was so unreal and happened 
so quickly.”

Life has changed significantly for the couple since the end of the show. 
Business, predictably, has boomed, and so too has Nguyen’s Q Rating.

“People come high five Khiem when we’re out,” McKeever says. “We 
received a flood of congratulatory messages from people all over when 
the final episode of the show aired.”

So what does the couple plan to do with the $100,000 that Nguyen 
won? They hope to open a showroom in Austin in 2019. And, oh yeah, 
that honeymoon to Japan is on the books too. 
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The couple made a custom 
walnut bar cabinet (top right) 
with laser-cut door panels for 
Houndstooth Coffee’s North 
Lamar location; laser-cut wooden 
mini-lanterns (right), which 
McKeever crafts, sell for $20 
each and were on back order as 
of late November.

Since starting in 2013, 
the couple have turned 
heads with their 
unique, midcentury 
modern pieces.
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