
3 Common Mistakes to Avoid While Using LinkedIn 

 Even though LinkedIn is approaching their 15th birthday in 2018, it is alarming how many 

people I meet that either don’t have an account or signed up and their profile is laying dormant. 

Some of the responses I hear as to why this is range from comical to sad; “I already have a 

resume, I don’t need LinkedIn,” “Isn’t it just like Facebook?” “Oh yeah, I signed up a long time 

ago, but I don’t even think I have a profile picture, lol.” Chances are, you know the same types 

of people. Or if you don’t, maybe this person is you? 

 If you aren’t utilizing all the components of this site, then you are not maximizing your 

full professional potential, and I advise you to do your research and create yourself a profile. 

That being said, just having a profile doesn’t cut it. As always, there are some noteworthy do’s 

and don’ts when it comes to your LinkedIn profile. Here are some of the don’ts, in no particular 

order: 

1. Don’t use LinkedIn only when seeking a new job: People tend to wait until they get fired 

or are quitting their current job before focusing on their profile. The most valuable 

aspect of the site is the fact that you can connect with people from all walks of life, so 

why not utilize every connection you can make on there? Never stop networking. 

Because you never know when that “can’t miss” opportunity awaits you.  

2. Don’t “over-connect”: When Facebook began, users would friend everyone within a 10-

person radius of their network. At first, I thought “wow, that person is really popular!” 

Eventually, I realized they were either desperate to fit in or stalked and friended 

everyone they crossed paths with, making their “friendships” meaningless. The same 

principle goes for LinkedIn. It is critical to connect with all people that you feel will 

benefit you, while at the same time, not oversaturating your homepage with people 

that may not be worth the space they occupy. The other thing to remember is that your 

People You May Know section directly correlates to your current connections and may 

end up filled with people you do not know, causing you to miss out on actual relevant 

connections. Understand the difference between actively using LinkedIn and going 

overboard.  

3. Avoid careless mistakes: LinkedIn is a professional platform. You should treat your 

LinkedIn profile more like your resume than your Facebook profile. Proofread 

everything about yourself to ensure accuracy. When you post or share an article, check 

your grammar and make sure there are no grammatical errors. You never know which of 

your connections are reading what you write. Make it count on LinkedIn, because you 

never can tell what impact it will have on your career.    


