
Leading architects and designers say that living 
in harmony with Mother Earth starts at home.
Words Christian Razukas
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MAKING GREEN  
HOMES WITH 
SUNSHINE, BAMBOO  
& MUSHROOMS

Courtesy of  Atelier Cosmas Gozali
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IbuKu regularly holds Bamboo U 
(bamboou.com) classes to share its 
expertise with a global audience of 
architects, designers and enthusiasts.

Meanwhile, in Lembang outside 
Bandung, West Java, three architects 
have repurposed what was a gourmet 
mushroom company into MycoTech 
(mycote.ch), a start-up offering an even 
more alternative building material: fungus.

MycoTech has 60 or so local farmers 
cultivating mycelium, a mushroom growth 
medium that matures in a month. It’s also 
easily shaped into a material that has a 
compression strength rivalling brick. 

Mycelium is full of surprises, according 
to chief marketing officer Ronaldiaz “Aldy” 
Hartantyo. “We haven’t tracked all of its 
characteristics. We know it is fireproof, 
soundproof, and can be used for thermal 
absorption and insulation.” 

Turning mycelium into a building material 

also absorbs carbon that would otherwise 
go into the environment, since mycelium is 
usually disposed of as agricultural waste.

MycoTech currently offers 30 cm-by-30 
cm “BioBo” panels made from mycelium 
that have been used in Europe, where 
regulations limiting formaldehyde, gypsum 
and polyurethane make mycelium, while 
admittedly pricey, more attractive than 
traditional building materials.

Near-term plans call for mycelium to 
be repurposed as planks as a plyboard 
substitute, giving MycoTech a chance to 
produce furniture that would be branded 
as “fungiture”, according to Aldy.

“In the next five to 10 years, 
sustainability is not going to be a trend,” 
he says, as green tech costs will remain 
high. “But if you don’t stop [the pace of] 
building in the next 20 to 30 years, you 
will run out of materials. When that time 
runs out, our products will be ready.”

“You can have a lot 
of wealth. You cannot 
buy a better world.”

Urban Quarter was launched in 2016 as an online 
destination boasting the most comprehensive and 
coveted online collection of local furniture and 
housewares. 

Following the success of its online store, Urban Quarter aims 
to introduce more of the brand to cater toward its market through 
offl  ine stores in Kelapa Gading and Plaza Indonesia. 

“We provide a unique concept and lifestyle store like no other, 
to transform the way people decorate their spaces by creating an 
engaging, story- centric shopping experience,” said Urban Quarter in 
a press release. 

“Our style ranges from modern, contemporary, mid-century to 
Scandinavian living,” it adds.

With Christmas around the corner, a visit to Urban Quarter is 
the perfect time to pick up a stylish gift or something for yourself to 
transform your home.

“You can pick up a gift or treat yourself to a leisurely warm and 
relaxing feeling,” it says. 

Urban Quarter off ers an opportunity to pick up stylish, crafted 
pieces that make your space a sanctuary, and an opportunity to fi ll 
your home with items both practical, but importantly, beautiful to 
look at. 

“We just released the new collection of stylish and modern items, 
each product promising to be the perfect new addition to any home,” 
it says. 

Furniture and accessories are precisely selected, curated and 
styled with a homey feeling.  From a simplistic three-seater sofa to 
natural rattan chair, each design can help transform an ordinary room 
into a one-of-a kind hangout that your family and guests can enjoy. 

URBAN 
QUARTER 
PROVIDES STYLISH 
FURNITURE 

Courtesy of  Stephen Johnson Hornblow Hardy Courtesy of  IbuKu
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COSMAS GOZALI is thoughtful when talking 
about sustainability and urban living in 
Indonesia: “We don’t want to live in the trees 
in an underdeveloped nation. We want to live 
in New York City, but we want to learn from 
the mistakes of New York, so we don’t make 
them again.”

As one of Indonesia’s most prominent 
architects (ateliercosmas.com), Cosmas has long 
been worried about making greener homes in an 
increasingly crowded and warmer world. 

“I started more than 10 years ago to 
convince clients how to make projects more 
sustainable,” he says.

It’s been a tough sell, although Cosmas 
has convinced some cost-sensitive clients 
that sustainable design makes sense. For 
example, Cosmas designed West Jakarta’s 
De Oaze Tomang as 46 small residences. 

Since the residential plots aren’t 
dominated by houses that cover every 
available square meter, there are “green 
bonuses” like space that can be used to 
funnel cool air into a residence, thus reducing 

the need for air conditioning. 
There’s also more space for smart water 

management, including better drainage and 
biotech wastewater treatment that mitigate 
flooding as the climate changes. 

Developers were worried that De Oaze 
Tomang would be inundated during the 
monsoon rains, but that hasn’t been the case.

Sustainable building was a must, Cosmas 
said. “You can have a lot of wealth. You 
cannot buy a better world.”

It’s an idea echoed by Danny Wicaksono, 
another Jakarta-based architect:  “How we 
built 40 years ago doesn’t meet our lives 
today. How we build today has to change.”

Over the last four years, Danny’s Studio 
Dasar (studiodasar.squarespace.com) has built 
up a reputation for designing homes for young 
creatives, like the members of indie rock band 
White Shoes & The Couples Company. 

While his clients can’t afford green 
tech, they don’t mind houses with smaller 
architectural footprints – and that’s green, 
says Danny. Using less traditional building 
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materials is good for the environment.
Smaller homes also match the smaller 

budgets of millennials, Danny’s key 
concern. “Young Indonesians are defining 
contemporary culture, but have a problem 
having a house,” he said.

Studio Dasar has created plans for modest 
homes ranging from 54 square meters (sqm) 
down to a miniscule 9 sqm. The bed size 
determines the structural shape.

“Architects need to persuade clients that 
they don’t need a big space,” Danny says. 
“The creativity goes with how to achieve 
your goals with the materials that are 
available on the market.” 

In Indonesia, bamboo is a readily available 
material that’s ideal for building. Easily and 
sustainably cultivated, bamboo grows faster 
than timber, captures carbon dioxide and has 
a compressive strength greater than wood. 

Looked down on by Indonesians as 
déclassé and fit only scaffolding, bamboo 
has been a “guilt-free, no-limits” material 
for Elora Hardy, who has been exploring 
architectural uses of bamboo in Bali under 
the aegis of IbuKu (ibuku.com).

Hardy and her team of architects, 
designers and artisanal builders have created 
about 80 bamboo buildings, including 
more than a dozen homes in Green Village, 
a sustainable development of villas in 
Sibangkaja. The bamboo for the buildings, 
which use minimal steel supports, has been 
soaked in a boron solution to reinforce the 
plant’s structural strength. And it lasts for 
years in pristine condition.

“It is such a wild thought,” Hardy says, 
given that bamboo takes perhaps four years 
to grow and a year to turn into a house. 
“You’re standing in a solid space that was 
only five years ago sunlight.”

Courtesy of  Danny Wicaksono
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