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THE BOY LOOKED AT JOHNNY
On break from Springsteen on Broadway, Bruce lands with Patti Smith
The Monday night
screening of the
documentary Horses: Patti
Smith and Her Band was,
after all, another star-
studded Tribeca Film
Festival premiere, so the
appearances of the likes of
Clive Davis, Jon Landau,
and Jimmy Iovine wasn't
exactly unusual. Given that
the film captures a live
performance of Smith's
now-classic debut album
during the tour launched to
commemorate that
record's 40th anniversary,
it made sense that the
head of the label that
signed Smith out of CBGB
would be there, along with
the upstart producer that
helped her achieve what's
widely regarded as her
commercial breakthrough,
and, well, the manager of
the guy who let the upstart
producer take an
unfinished demo cassette
across town to a sister
Jersey swamp rat. Ancient history, but you could be easily forgiven if your mind
connected those dots.

After the 70-minute film, the screen went up and the Patti Smith Group were in
place behind it. The set had been advertised as "Patti and her Band will perform
the title track of Horses along with some of their signature songs.” It was a lovely
bonus to hear the band whose history was just shown on film play live, but no one
expected more than a handful of songs. From the right angle, you could see Iovine
sitting in the wings, which made sense given his Executive Producer credit and the
involvement of Apple Music as the film's distributor.

But what absolutely no one truly expected to happen was when, after performing
"Land,"” Patti stepped up to the mic holding an I<3NY mug and, with a mischievous
grin, offered thanks to Mr. Iovine before adding, "And I want to thank this
fellow...."”

There was a bit of a pregnant pause before none other than Bruce Springsteen
strode onstage with an impish grin as the entire Beacon Theater lost their marbles.
The two embraced, and Patti came back to the mic to note, "This song always
makes me think of three men: Fred 'Sonic' Smith, who inspired it; Jimmy Iovine,
who produced it; and Bruce Springsteen, who wrote it." Playing a sunburst
Telecaster, Bruce joined Smith on the first chorus before stepping up for the
second verse. "Because the night belongs to... Bruce," Smith sang, cueing him into
a compact but satisfying solo. It was delightful to watch Bruce sing the words to
himself on Smith's verses, only for her to do the same when he was at the mic.
[video]
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The two exchanged another embrace at the end, and just when we thought Bruce
was going to be departing the stage, Kevin Buell made an appearance for a guitar
change. "I have another song for you," Patti announced, before bringing on her
daughter and... Michael Stipe! "Fred 'Sonic' Smith and I wrote this song with the
great hope that it would inspire and incite people to action,” Patti introduced what
was, of course, her great anthem "People Have The Power" [video], which Bruce
last performed (along with Stipe and R.E.M.) on the Vote For Change tour in 2004.

At the end, Smith hugged Stipe and her children and then Bruce, and the two
walked offstage companionably holding hands. Six songs, two surprise guests, a
theater of buzzing music fans, and a set of beautifully connected dots spanning
across 40 years.
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- April 24, 2018 - Caryn Rose on the scene - photographs by Ruth Barohn

Backstreet Records is the
mailorder division of
Backstreets, delivering
Springsteen merchandise
to fans for more than 25
years. We carry
numerous collectibles,
tour shirts, books,
magazines, and imported
CDs and records.
The world's best
selection of
Springsteen
collectibles, all
available by mail.

See all the new arrivals
in our online shop

THE BGSS MAGAZINE

#91 IS HERE!
Our massive new issue
honors a very Big Man.

More than half of the 116-
page, perfect bound
Backstreets #91 is a
tribute to the life and

music of... do we have to
say his name?

* Full contents list

# Subscribe now!

* Order a single copy
* Back issues
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THE WIRE..

# "Headlines You
May Have Missed" by
Bob Odenkirk [New
Yorker]

* 'Springsteen on
Broadway': How's the
Boss Holding Up 5
Months In? [Variety]
* Reese
Witherspoon loved
Springsteen on
Broadway, y'all
[app.com]

+ Talk About a
Dream and more on
Pitchfork's list of "8
Best Bruce
Springsteen Books"

‘m[ cONCERT CALENDAR

We also post all known
concert dates for some of
our favorite Jersey Shore
(and Shore-adopted)
musicians:

* Willie Nile

+ Bobby Bandiera
* Southside Johnny
* John Eddie

* JoBonanno

* Joe D'Urso... and
more.

For more information

on upcoming shows

such as these, check
out our Concert

Calendar.

SAVE TILLIE

Many from the
Springsteen community
banded together to
preserve this Asbury Park
landmark.... and Tillie
has now been saved!

Check our Save Tillie
page for the latest
developments.

THE SPRINGSTEEN
SPECIAL COLLECTION

Organized by Backstreets
in 2001, this storehouse
of Boss books and
magazines is the largest
such collection outside of
Bruce's mother's
basement. Thanks to the
generosity of fans around
the world, total holdings
are now well over 11,000.
But the collection is by no
means complete.

Check out the
Springsteen Special
Collection page for

more info.
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