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T H E V I N TAG E
By Ali  Wunderman

Some of the world’s best sparkling wines are bubbling up from Tasmania

If someone asked you where “Little Champagne” was 

on a map, it’s unlikely that Tasmania would be your 

first guess. Yet the island state 150 miles south of the 

Australian mainland is home to a young sparkling 

wine–producing industry that some consider second 

only to the original in France.

“The Tasmanian terroir produces sparkling wines 

of great power and structure but also elegance and 

driving linear acidity—the hallmarks of world-class 

sparkling,” explains Jennifer Doyle, vigneron at the 

Jansz Tasmania winery.

Recent years have seen Tassie bubblies beat out 

more established wines for awards—last year, House 

of Arras was named the Best Australian Producer 

at the International Wine & Spirit Competition in 

the U.K.—and now brands like Moët & Chandon are 

buying up Tasmanian grapes.

Geographically, Tasmania is well suited for the 

growth of the cold-climate grapes most often used 

in sparkling wine—pinot noir and chardonnay—

thanks to its cool latitude and the chill wind from 

the Bass Strait, the body of water between the island 

and the mainland. “Mild spring and summer tem-

peratures with warm autumn days and cool nights 

allow grapes to ripen slowly on the vine, resulting  

in intense varietal flavor development and the reten-

tion of high natural acidity,” says David Milne,  

marketing manager at Josef Chromy Wines.

There are several options for exploring this bubbly 

bounty. Every November, Effervescence Tasmania, a 

5-year-old festival organized by Josef Chromy, offers 

the chance to meet the island’s winemakers. And 

any time of the year, tasters can follow the Ultimate  

Winery Experiences Australia self-guided trail 

through a few of Tasmania’s prominent wine regions.

Even if you can’t get Down Under, why not flip 

things upside down this New Year’s Eve and toast to 

Little Champagne? It may not be little for long.

Devilish Bubbles

Premium Cuvée
Jansz Tasmania
This pale golden 

sparkling wine has 
refreshing citrus 
and strawberry 

flavors and a 
dry finish. The 

chardonnay and 
pinot noir grapes 

are batched 
separately until 
blending time 
to maximize 

complexity. $22, 
jansz.com.au

Blanc de Blancs
House of Arras

Delicate aromas 
of seaspray and 

jasmine precede a 
complex palate with 
notes of honeycomb 

and truffle. $35, 
houseofarras.com.au

 

Tasmanian Cuvée
Josef Chromy

A majority–pinot 
noir wine with 
the aroma and 
taste of a crisp 

green apple, this 
refreshing bubbly 
pairs wonderfully 
with oysters. $23, 
josefchromy.com.au 

Three to Try

The scenic Josef 
Chromy vineyard  
in Relbia, Tasmania
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