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It’s ‘Killer’ season 
Scottish Rite’s 20th anniversary concert season aims
to blow your mind
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It’s ‘Killer’ season Playing an iconic rock star like Freddie
Mercury onstage is no easy feat. Just ask
Patrick Myers, who plays that part in the
English tribute band Killer Queen.

He’s been Freddie Mercury incarnate for
25 years now, longer than the original
Queen lineup was even together. And he
says, the pressure is always on to live up to
the type of performance fans would expect
from the real Freddie Mercury and Queen.

On Friday night, Myers will again don his
Freddie costumes and set out to wow the au-
dience at Collingswood’s Scottish Rite Audi-
torium with his powerful vocals on hits like
“Bohemian Rhapsody” and “We Are the
Champions.” It’s a gig he’s never grown tired
of.

Killer Queen concert is one of several
much-anticipated shows at the 1,000-seat
Scottish Rite Auditorium happening as part of
the 20th concert series offered by the Camden
County Freeholders, in conjunction with Col-
lingswood and concert promoter BRE Pre-
sents. 

“Everyone in the group, myself included,
finds this job somewhat magical,” said Killer
Queen’s Myers said in a recent phone interview.
“It sounds cheesy, but we just adore doing this
music and love the effect it has an audience.
Queen always knew how to put on a great show.”

The Killer Queen members (who have
changed over the years, aside from Myers) were
young college students who had all missed the
chance to see Queen in concert when the shock-
ing news of Mercury’s death was announced in
November 1991.

“It was such a bolt out of the blue when he
died,” Myers recalled. “Back then, you didn’t have
any YouTube videos on demand; it was just the
music you could go to. We were disappointed we’d
never had a chance to see a Queen show – we were
all a bit young when they stopped touring in 1986.
After Freddie died, we spent a lot of time together,
playing their songs.”

There wasn’t the “big tribute band scene” then
that there is today, Myers said, and he and his bud-
dies had “absolutely no idea what they were doing”
when they landed a gig doing Queen songs a Lon-
don University ball. That “sheer fluke” became the
jumping-off point for what has become a lifelong

career for Myers.
“I’d grown up studying acting and I’d been

in my own band, so I had a foundation to take
on Freddie,” Myers said. He and his band-
mates tracked down Queen’s London-based
costume designer, studied videos to get down
the band’s trademark moves and practiced
relentlessly.

By 1995, Killer Queen had built a sturdy
fan base, and secured a residency in Lon-
don’s famed West end, attracting wide-
spread national press and TV coverage.
Since then, the group has become the only
Queen tribute band to sell out several of the
same massive arenas Queen played in their
heyday. They also were selected by Sir Bob
Geldof to perform alongside him in 2006 in
Malta in a tribute re-staging of Live Aid.

“We do about 120 shows a year; it’s a lot
of work and a lot of travel, but I’ve never
gotten tired of it,” Myers said. “Queen’s mu-
sic is so incredible; there’s such quality
songwriting. They still exist in a sphere of
their own.” In fact, Myers says, Queen
managed to never get typecast, even when
the band toyed with various genres, like
glam-rock and disco – “they graced all
those different musical tables kinds of ef-
fortlessly.”

For Myers, it’s great to become Freddie
Mercury onstage, and then enjoy com-
plete anonymity offstage: “I get the best
of both worlds.” And each time Killer
Queen steps onstage, its band members
step into a mental space “where we’re
presenting the Queen concert we all
missed out on,” he says. (Myers, by the
way, has seen the Hollywood hit film
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” released earlier
this month, and says he found actor Ra-
mi Malik’s performance as Freddie Mer-
cury “beyond amazing.”).
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Killer Queen channels the spirit of Queen.
KQ PRODUCTIONS
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“Everyone in the group, myself included,
finds this job somewhat magical. It sounds
cheesy, but we just adore doing this music
and love the effect it has an audience.”

Patrick Myers
Killer Queen band member
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‘Something For Everyone’ at
Scottish Rite

“It’s a really strong lineup,” said Bill
Rogers of BRE Presents of this seasons
offerings at the Scottish Rite.

“There’s really something for every-
one, with just about every type of music
covered; rock, jazz, country, folk – you
name it” Rogers said.

Some of the acts scheduled to per-
form before the close of the year include
jazz musician Dave Koz, alt-country
stars The Mavericks, Fleetwood Mac’s
Lindsey Buckingham and Crash Test
Dummies.

For a beloved repeat act like the In-
digo girls, which will play the Scottish
Rite two nights in March, the venue is
one that lends itself to “a special kind of
intimacy,” as singer-musician Emily Sa-
liers said by phone recently. The duo,
who will perform acoustically with vio-
linist Lyris Hung, are gearing up to begin
work on a new album in January. They
plan to play some of their new songs at
the Scottish Rite, along with tried and
true favorites like “Closer to Fine” and
“Galileo.”

“Both Amy (Ray) and I have children
now, and it’s hard to be away when our
kids are growing up, so we don’t tour as
much as we used to, but we still love it,”
said Saliers, who met fellow Indigo Amy
Ray in grade school in the 1970s, and
who began singing with her as a teen.

The two, she said, share a “deep his-
tory, love and respect for each other, as
well as a commitment to social activ-
ism.” Their performances, Saliers said,
feels “like a gift” to her and Ray as they
connect with audiences “during these
crazy times we’re living in to share some
music. We love it.”

Dave Koz’ Christmas Tour returns

It started as a way for two musician
friends to channel their emotions in the
months following the loss of a parent,
and morphed into a beloved holiday tra-
dition that has reached millions of mu-
sic lovers coast to coast.

Renowned saxophonist David Koz
and jazz pianist David Benoit were both
feeling “somewhat rudderless” follow-
ing their respective losses back in 1997,

when they came up with the idea of do-
ing a holiday tour with some fellow mu-
sicians.

“We did maybe six or seven shows
that first year that weren’t all that well
attended,” Koz, 55, recalled in a recent
phone interview. “But it was a fun show
and we got invited back and it grew from
there. Never in a million years would I
have thought that this nice Jewish boy
would still be hosting a musical Christ-
mas tour.”

This year, Koz and friends will play 27
shows as part of the “Dave Koz & Friends
Christmas Tour 2018” beginning later
this month and running up to Dec. 23 –
“the most we’ve ever done.”

The tour will make a stop at the Scot-
tish Rite on Dec. 5. Some of Koz’ musical
guests include South African singer/
guitarist Jonathan Butler, and up-and-
coming vocalist Shelea, who Koz com-
pares to Whitney Houston in terms of
her vocal prowess and stage presence.

The shows, Koz says, feature the vari-
ous performers “doing their own thing
and also collaborating in duos, trios and
with us all together onstage.” The shows
focus on mostly holiday music – some
traditional, some not – as well as a Ha-
nukah song, “something that’s impor-
tant to me and other people.”

“This has become a multi-genera-
tional tradition for many families,” Koz
said of the Christmas tour. “It’s beyond
gratifying that people have made this
part of their holiday tradition year after
year.” Koz says the performances are
both “a precious gift to me, and a great
responsibility, as I do my best to get peo-
ple in a good frame of mind for the New
Year.”

The holidays, he said, are a time for
people to reflect and connect on many
levels, “and this is a great opportunity to
remind people, through the music, who

they are, and what’s important in life.”
Over the past 25 years, Koz has raised

nearly one million dollars in support of
the Starlight organization, which sup-
ports hospitalized kids across the U.S.
Through a $300,000 donation from Koz
and the Dave Koz Fan Network, dona-
tions of mobile entertainment units and
“starlight gowns,” featuring a saxo-
phone-themed design for young pa-
tients, will be donated at one hospital in
each the 30 cities along the Christmas
Tour. For more info, visit www.starlight-
.org.

Below is a listing of upcoming Scot-
tish Rite shows. Doors open one hour
prior to show time. Tickets for all shows
are available at www.ticketmaster.com;
or by calling 1-800-745-3000. You can
also purchase tickets at the County
Store in the Voorhees Town Center and
at the Scottish Rite box office, 315 White
Horse Pike, Collingswood.

Friday, November 16 – Killer Queen –
The Premier Tribute to Queen (8 p.m. -
$29.50 - $59.50).

Saturday, November 17– Renais-

sance: Day of The Dreamer, featuring
the Renaissance Chamber Orchestra,
plus special guest Leo Kottke (8 p.m. -
$45 - $79).

Thursday, November 29 – Crash
Test Dummies – God Shuffled His Feet:
25th Anniversary Tour (7:30 p.m. -
$39.50 - $59.50).

Friday, November 30 – Will Down-
ing: Soulful Sounds of Christmas featur-
ing Alex Bugnon & MAYSA (8 p.m. -
$49.50 - $76).

Saturday, December 1 – Lindsey
Buckingham, plus J.S. Ondara, sold out.
(8 p.m. - $39.50 - $69.50).

Wednesday, December 5 – Dave Koz
& Friends: Christmas Tour 2018, featur-
ing Mindi Abair, Jonathan Butler, and
Keiko Matsui (7 p.m. - $49.50 - $69.50).

Saturday, December 8 – The Maver-
icks – Hey! Merry Christmas! Tour, sold
out. (8 p.m. - $49.50 - $69.50).

2019

Saturday, January 26 – Lou Gramm
of Foreigner with ASIA featuring John
Payne (8 p.m. - $59 - $85).

Saturday, February 9 - ABBA Mania
– The Original from London’s West End
(8 p.m. - $29 - $59).

Tuesday, February 12 - Joe Jackson
– Four Decade Tour, sold out. (7:30 p.m.
- $49.50 - $79.50).

Saturday, February 23 - Lyle Lovett
& John Hiatt: An Acoustic Evening (8
p.m. - $59.50 - $79.50).

Sunday, March 3 - Procol Harum
(7:30 p.m. - $35 - $69).

Friday, March 8 - Graham Nash: An
Intimate Evening of Songs & Stories (8
p.m. - $45 - $69).

Friday, March 22 - America – 50th
Anniversary Tour (8 p.m. - $49.50 -
$75).

Saturday, March 23 - – Natalie Mer-
chant & Lunasa, sold out. (8 p.m. -
$39.50 - $59.50).

Thursday and Friday, March 28 and
29 - Indigo Girls (Thursday, 7:30 p.m.;
Friday, 8 p.m. - $45 - $69.50).

Saturday, March 30 - Poco & Jim
Messina (8 p.m. - $39.50 - $69.50).

Tuesday, April 9 - – Dave Davies of
the Kinks (7:30 p.m. - $35 - $59.50).

Thursday, April 11 - – Boney James –
The Honestly Tour Spring 2019 (7:30
p.m. - $35 - $59.50).

Friday, May 3 - Beth Hart: A Special
Solo Performance (8 p.m. - $35 - $59).
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Renowned saxophonist David Koz.
ANTONIO DIXON

“Lyle Lovett & John Hiatt: An Acoustic
Evening” returns to Collingswood in
February. MICHAEL WILSON

Crash Test Dummies will perform Nov.
29 as part of its “God Shuffled His
Feet: 25th Anniversary Tour.”
COURTESY CRASH TEST DUMMIES


