
CANDLES: A Place of Hope and Healing  
 
CANDLES is a museum and education center dedicated to illuminating the lessons of the 
Holocaust, to educate and empower future generations.  Our mission is clear: to create a world 
free from hate, prejudice, and genocide.  We do this through educational programs featuring the 
stories of survivors, extracting key principles that emphasize the universal lessons of hope, 
healing, respect and responsibility. 
 
The Terre Haute museum was founded by Holocaust survivor Eva Mozes Kor, a survivor of 
inhumane medical experiments performed on twin children at Auschwitz.  At only ten years of 
age, Eva Kor became a child survivor of the Holocaust.  In 1995, she and several volunteer 
docents founded the CANDLES Holocaust Museum so that others could find meaning and hope 
from the tragedy that she and so many others faced.  
 
Serving all of Indiana, CANDLES is the state’s first Holocaust museum, and the only institution 
dedicated to the memory of the twins of Auschwitz.  Since its inception, the museum has 
welcomed as many as 10,000 visitors each year, a majority of them students and attendees of our 
critically-acclaimed “Be The Change” film and speaker series.  As a global force for human 
rights education, CANDLES also leads up to 100 corporate and community leaders from across 
the country on what has become one of the largest annual educational missions to Auschwitz.  
 
The Need For a Major Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center  
 
Indiana is home to more than one million public school students, and some 62,000 public school 
teachers.  In 2007, like many states, Indiana state legislators passed a mandate requiring that the 
Holocaust be taught in high school history classes.  However, teachers are rarely equipped with 
relevant resources on this subject.  This is where CANDLES steps in as a vital resource, 
providing instructional materials and grade-appropriate curricula and speakers on the Holocaust. 
Students throughout the state have had the unique opportunity to hear the powerful firsthand 
testimony of Holocaust survivors, led by the extraordinary CANDLES Founder, Eva Kor. 
 
But CANDLES, as well as other international institutions, now faces a looming challenge.  As 
the world loses the last generation of Holocaust survivors, how do we continue to effectively 
impart the lessons of the Holocaust and ensure that the world does not forget its essential 
lessons?  How do we ensure that this history continues to be fully conveyed with depth and 
understanding and not become consigned to a paragraph in a history book? 
 
We believe that now is the time to secure our museum’s future, so that our survivors’ stories and 
artifacts can be preserved -- before it is too late.  And now is the time to apply technology to the 



formidable task of creating what we hope will be a lasting gift to the people of Indiana and the 
world.  
 
Why Indiana?  
 
Today, amidst a rising tide of global anti-Semitism, xenophobia, bigotry, and extremism, we are 
reminded of the importance of this work. The opportunity now exists for CANDLES to 
demonstrate the values of citizenship and inclusion. 
 
In uncertain times, it is more important than ever that we impart to young people the power of 
conscience, and the ability to make a difference in the world. Together, we can make Indiana’s 
“chief export” a dedicated group of citizens who will inspire the next generation to speak out 
against injustice, and build a better world.  
 
 OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
 
In 2015, a new Candles logo was introduced highlighting a new look to complement our mission 
of remembrance, healing, perseverance and responsibility.  But to CANDLES, the new logo 
meant much more.  It meant a shift in our identity from CANDLES Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center to a genuinely statewide institution.  
 
The proposed expansion of our facility represents the transformation of CANDLES as an 
organization, furthering its educational mission and broadening its reach.  As part of our 
proposed expansion statewide, we have initially purchased an historic 17,000 square foot 
building, located in Terre Haute’s revitalized downtown.  This major step was the culmination of 
a “Strategic Listening Tour,” in which Holocaust museums and organizations worldwide were 
consulted about the future of Holocaust and genocide education. Our new facility will feature an 
expanded Permanent Exhibition, a Hologram Theater, a Library and Archive Center, Conference 
Center, Classrooms and much more.  
 
  
TRANSFORMING HOLOCAUST EDUCATION  
 
CANDLES Museum and Education has been invited to participate in an historic undertaking. 
Through a special collaboration with the USC Shoah Foundation, founded by Steven Spielberg, 
the anchor educational experience of the expanded CANDLES museum will be the new 
“I-Witness” Holographic Theatre.   This will use state-of-the-art technology to visually 
illuminate the Holocaust to museum visitors.  Survivor testimonies will be recorded and 
presented in an immersive, interactive environment.  The testimony is designed to engage 



visitors by responding to commonly-asked questions, powered by a supercomputer filled with 
indexed keywords.   
 
This unprecedented initiative, called  “New Dimensions in Testimony,” will bring to life the 
stories of Holocaust survivors when they are no longer with us.  Specifically, NDT will capture 
the testimony of Eva Kor and allow it to be projected in three dimensions, as a hologram.  By 
indexing the testimony via keyword and utilizing voice recognition software, the hologram will 
be genuinely interactive.  Students and other visitors can literally ask questions of Eva and 
receive appropriate answers in real time.  The opportunity to participate in this breakthrough 
technology is an honor and privilege for CANDLES, as Eva will be one of only twelve survivors 
worldwide to be recorded.  
 
The overarching goal of New Dimensions is to develop interactive 3-D exhibits in which learners 
can have simulated educational conversations with survivors through the “fourth dimension” of 
time.  Years from now, long after the last survivor has passed on, New Dimensions in Testimony 
will enable young people to listen to a survivor and ask their own questions directly, encouraging 
them to reflect on the deep and meaningful consequences and legacy of the Holocaust.  
 
 
Programming and Outreach Opportunities 
 
By significantly expanding programming at CANDLES and outreach throughout the state of 
Indiana, the museum will have the capacity to multiply its reach from the very young to the very 
old.  Some of our new and established programming includes: 
 

● Leadership Training Institute: designed to give students, educators, schools, law 
enforcement personnel, religious groups, and public officials the tools to teach 
citizenship, peaceful conflict resolution, and anti-bullying.  

 
● Film and Speaker Series: Featuring renowned scholars, authors, survivors, and 

human-rights activists. 
 

● Educational Travel: Our annual tour of Auschwitz draws 100 leaders nationwide.  This 
immersive experience is one of our most powerful learning tools.  Combining the 
expertise of our scholars with the powerful testimonies of survivors, we hope to expand 
our offerings to other sites such as Rwanda, Bosnia, and Cambodia.  

 
● Field trips for students: subsidized by the Walter & Louise Sommers Education Fund 

 



● Global Outreach Service: Classes and seminars to be offered online, developed in 
partnership with Indiana colleges and universities.  

 
● Survivor Network: We facilitate online and in-person counseling for survivors of more 

recent genocides.  A survivor of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda will work with Sudanese, 
Burmese, Somali, and other local refugee populations. 

 
 NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

● CANDLES Campus ($3,000,000): A newly renovated, highly visible historic building in 
the heart of Terre Haute’s revitalized downtown.  17,000 square feet on three 
above-ground floors and one below ground, three blocks away from our educational 
partner, Indiana State University. 

  
● Permanent Exhibition ($2,000,000): A 4,000-square-foot curated exhibition featuring 

artifacts and interactive exhibits.  Through historical examples, the exhibit will 
emphasize choices -- the power we each have to stand up for our neighbors, resist 
extreme ideologies, and make a difference.  Highlighted stories will include Eva Kor’s 
journey out of Auschwitz, Walter Sommers’ account of the Kristallnacht attacks, Salo 
Levite’s swift action to rescue several family members from the Nazis, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Andrew Nehf’s humanitarianism in finding a home for Mickey Kor after the war. 

 
● Peace Garden of the Righteous ($1,000,000): A peaceful space where visitors can reflect 

on the stories they have encountered in the museum.  Visual imagery will also facilitate 
exploration of pathways to healing, and an individual’s power to make positive change in 
the world.  

 
● I-Witness Hologram Theater: ($500,000): With the support of our colleagues at the USC 

Shoah Foundation, we will feature an interactive recording of Eva Kor’s testimony 
projected as a hologram.  This state-of-the-art technology has already been tested and 
produced with one survivor, and Eva will tentatively be filmed this fall.  The testimony is 
designed to interact with visitors by responding to questions, powered by a 
supercomputer full of indexed keywords. 

 
● Global Education Center ($500,000): Classes and seminars will be offered online and in 

cities around the world, with endowed fellowships and scholars-in-residence developed 
in partnership with Indiana’s universities. 

 



● Library and Research Center: ($250,000): Our library and research center will further our 
mission to support scholars, writers, and researchers documenting the Holocaust and its 
twin victims.  Papers and documents related to our survivors - Eva Kor, Mickey Kor, and 
Walter Sommers - will also be available as a resource. 

 
● Conference Room or Classroom: ($100,000): A multipurpose space where educators and 

students can conduct workshops. 
  

● Artifact Preparation Studio ($50,000): A dedicated space for professionals to curate and 
conserve the physical remnants of the Holocaust. 

 
● Entry Foyer/Welcome Center ($50,000): The first space that visitors will encounter will 

be our entry foyer, which will set the tone for a visitor’s experience at the museum. 
 

● Volunteer Center/Lounge ($25,000): Survivors, guest lecturers, and volunteers will be 
able to read, study, relax, and prepare for their educational work in this engaging but 
comfortable volunteer center and lounge. 

 
 
Support for CANDLES  
 
CANDLES Museum offers a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to help educate and shape future 
generations.  Our capital campaign is attracting individual, corporate, and foundation donors at 
all levels.  Ranging from public spaces and exhibitions to classrooms and research centers, 
naming opportunities offer many ways to provide recognition and support our museum. 
You can also celebrate or honor the memory of a loved one with a one-time gift of any amount.  
Naming opportunities begin at $25,000 and are payable in installments over time.  
 
Ways To Donate 
 

● Cash: A one-time gift in the amount of your choosing for a dedicated space or initiative, 
with rights and privileges agreed upon by you and our leadership team. 

 
● Pledge: A gift amount of your choosing for a dedicated space or initiative, with rights and 

privileges agreed upon by you and our leadership team, made in installments over time. 
Example: $500,000 gift to name the Global Education Center, made in annual donations 
of $100,000 for five years. 

 



● Testamentary Gift: A gift made by a legally viable will, with rights and privileges agreed 
upon by you and our leadership team.  Request of cash or assets (will or trust).  The gift 
of real or personal property may be made by naming the museum as a beneficiary on a 
retirement or investment fund, life insurance policy, or estate planning vehicle. 

 
Please contact Executive Director Kiel Majewski at kiel@CandlesHolocaustMuseum.org with 
any questions. 


