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COURTESY/CHRIS WHITON, WHITE MOUNTAIN IMAGES
Santa arrives on the “Polar Express,” a train fashioned from a Bethlehem resident’s old truck.
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Small town, home spun
Christmas fun in Bethlehem

Saturday, Dec. 2: Full day of holiday fun planned

for expected crowd of 500.

By EMILY REILY

Special to the Union Leader

Regardless of how much it
costs to put together Christ-

| masin Bethlehem, every-

thing, including the food, is
always free.

Jack Anderson makes sure
of that.

The soft-spoken Ander-
son, the town’s fire chief
who founded the annual
event, wants the celebration
to be something everyone
can attend, recognizing that

COURTESY/LARCOM STUDIOS
Christmas in Bethlehem
committee members dress in
Victorian-era clothes for the
annual holiday celebration.

Family Traditions

- CutYour Own Trees,

Horse Drawn Rides,
Fresh Wreaths,

Gift Shops & More!

\ Open 10am-4:00pm :
> November 18th - December24th
4 Christmas Lane, Bethlehem, NH. <
603-444-6228

the holiday season can be a
trying time for some.

“A mother of three that
might be really struggling;
(she) may not go to an event
because kids would be ask-
ing for money for this and
that. She shouldn’t have
to worry about that here,’
Anderson said.

Anderson seems to enjoy
the entire process that goes
into making Christmas in
Bethlehem.

“If I sound excited about
it, I am. I get excited every
year. No matter how busy
I am, I'm always looking
forward to it. I'm always
looking forward to the end
ofit too,” added Anderson,
laughing.

“It’s all about community
and celebrating the begin-
ning of the Christmas sea-
son,” said organizer Angel
Larcom. This is her third
season planning Christmas
in Bethlehem.

Activities for everyone

Larcom said a new ad-
dition is the “shop local”
weekend, where participat-
ing business will offer store
discounts.

The post office will also
provide their annual Bethle-
hem stamp for those wish-
ing to mail their Christmas
cards from the tiny town.

“They always make sure
that that stamp is avail-
able through the night
and through the festival,’
Larcom said.

During Christmas in

Bethlehem, the names of
the town’s veterans on two
memory trees will be read
at the village center. There
is also a community dinner
and a grant-a-wish tree at
town hall.

And at the giving tree,
people can pick a boy or girl
to send a Christmas gift.

“Kids have a great time.
We try to give them some
sort of a lighted toy. We've
expanded our entertain-
ment. We do bonfires and
even fireworks. But it’s all
done by donations,” Ander-
son said.

Live music will include
the Bells of Grace and local
talent. A bonfire will warm
the crowd, while fireworks
will round out activities.
About 500 people are ex-
pected.

“There will be warm
drinks and hot food and
fireworks and a bonfire.
There will be the reading of
the names of the memory
tree, the lighting of our town
Christmas tree, a children’s
costume parade. There’s
different ornament making
workshops. There’s a holi-
day bazaar at the church,’
Larcom said.

At the costume parade,
children and their pets can
get dolled up in the holiday
spirit. “Everybody gets to
cheer them on,” she said.

Larcom said Santa and
the Grinch will arrive on the
North Pole Express, a fire
truck festooned with lights
and specially modified with
a train engine, as a sort
of motorized “train” that

See Bethlehem, Page E3

COURTESY/LARCOM STUDIOS
Santa and the Grinch share a hug during Christmas in Bethlehem.
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oliday Express
Santa is on board with his mischievous elves
who have hot chocolate and cookies for everyone!

Nov 24-26, Dec2 & 3,9 & 10, 16-23
Departures at 11:30am & 1:30pm
— W@
Christmas Vacation Trains!
We are running trains daily Dec 26 - 31

mres at 11:30am & 1:30pm




