
Earlier this year, presidential candidate Hillary Clinton and US Senator from New York Chuck 
Schumer,  convened to further fund a flawed program that won't do more than aggravate what it 
claims to prevent. Together, these Democratic politicians perpetuate racism, culturalism, and 
finely lined classism, in the form of police militarization in neighborhoods of particular 
demographics, including those that may be defined as opposition to the corrupt gambles of the 
establishment. In so doing, making it as clear as day what's been building up against 
communities of color, and those that dissent alongside them; therefore Robin Laverne Wilson, is 
calling it as it is: state repression. 
 
The New York State Green Party candidate to replace the pay-to-play senator mentioned 
above, Robin, in her years as an artist and activist has seen first-hand how policies such as the 
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) have further marginalized people of color from various 
cultural backgrounds. In the increasing police armament there is also an atmosphere of 
oppression, such that can only possibly agitate deeper the individuals that such programs, in 
word, seek to mitigate. The methodology of UASI and programs similar to the Department of 
Defense's 1033 program, that arm state and local police departments, are to many, including 
progressives like Robin, a misdirection for billions of dollars in taxpayer funding of anti-terrorism 
and security funds. 
 
The best methods to prevent terrorist threats and truly keep our communities secure, as anyone 
living in them would know, is to better fund improvements that directly improve the quality of life 
of those neighborhoods and cities. Clean water, heating during the winter, food, clothing, 
sanitation, education, and recreation programs instead of tanks, military armor, and automatic 
rifles for police departments, to name a few. Robin is running for her own life, as a woman of 
color, and as an outspoken activist; however, first and foremost, she's running for our lives 
because the 20th century Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) of the US government 
left bodies and questions in communities of color and movements not too different from today's 
Black Lives Matter. 
 
With militarized police forces in already preyed upon communities standing up against police 
impunity, progress becomes all that much clearer: these people, their sponsors, and their 
powers, have long been called for surrender. It's been long overdue for a change from the 
established system of control, and those profiting from the status quo, in an effort to secure their 
own interests, more than cities or communities, have been showing us for decades that they will 
do anything to keep that power for themselves, and those on their side, with methods such as 
UASI and unpunished state violence. Young people now, are in fact experiencing the pushback 
of decades worth of aristocrats refusing to allow the country to become any more a republic, let 
alone a democracy, in a time when a democracy in its best form is completely within reach.  
 


