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City Lights
In Hyderabad’s vibrant HITEC City, ITC Kohenur, 
true to its name, shines bright like a diamond.

Words : Prachi Joshi
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H
yderabad is the ‘City 
of Rocks’, whether 
it’s the 2,500 million-
year-old spectacular 
rock formations that 

dot the city or the other, more 
precious sort of rocks from the 
mines of Golconda. Legends 
say some of the world’s best-
known diamonds came from 
here, the most iconic being 
the Koh-i-Noor. So when ITC 
Hotels decided to open its 
second property in Hyderabad, 
it’s natural that they would be 
inspired by the brilliance and 
rarity of these rocks. And thus, 
ITC Kohenur was unveiled in 
June 2018 – a contemporary 
business hotel with the 
inimitable ITC hallmark. 

The hotel’s angular ship-like shape, 
the jagged (but curvaceous) edges, 
and the gleaming glass and chrome 
façade all catch your eye even before 
you make an entry. The location is 
picturesque overlooking the Durgam 
Cheruvu Lake and just beyond, you 
can see the mighty Golconda Fort. 
Standing in the heart of Hyderabad’s 
HITEC City, ITC Kohenur is the 
perfect business hotel. Add to it 
the understated elegance and warm 
hospitality of ITC Hotels, and you 
have a luxury hotel that caters to both 
work and play. 

Koh-i-Noor means ‘Mountain of 
Light’, and that light is everywhere 
at ITC Kohenur, from the vast, 
uncluttered lobby filled with natural 
light to the massive crystal chandeliers 
overhead. Everything shines and 
shimmers, be it the stark-white 
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The hotel’s angular ship-like shape and the jagged (but curvaceous) edges overlooking the Durgam Cheruvu Lake catch everyone’s eye
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marble f loor, the polished mirrors, 
and the curved wood-and-marble 
reception desk. And hanging above 
the reception is the most dramatic 
element of the décor – hundreds of 
bangles suspended from the ceiling, a 
sparkly ode to the city’s Laad Bazaar 
and its innumerable bangle shops. 
Across from the reception, your 
eyes go straightaway to the Peacock 
Bar, more specifically, its inlaid 
ceiling with an elaborate, low-relief 
paisley design in peacock blue-
and-green tekri glasswork. The bar 
takes inspiration from Shah Jahan’s 
Peacock Throne and is done up with 
plush velvet sofas in deep turquoise 
and warm wood panelling. There’s 
even an elaborate silver throne in 
one corner. The lobby also leads 
to Golconda Pavilion, the all-day 
dining restaurant with eye-catching 
pillars of bidri work, the 14th-century 
black-and-white inlay metalwork 
that Hyderabad and nearby Bidar are 
famous for. The restaurant serves an 
extensive buffet as well as à la carte 
options with ITC’s signature ‘local 
love’ selection of regional Telangana 
and Andhra cuisine specialities 
presented with finesse. 

I
TC Kohenur’s 271 rooms 
(including 9 suites) carry the 
jewel motif forward with the 

angular diamond pattern making an 
appearance on the door, the carpet, 
the headboard, in the light fixtures, 
etc. Each room category features 
a different gemstone colour with 
the upholstery coming in luscious 
blue, green, purple or gold. In-room 

iPads help you control every aspect 
of your room, from the lights and 
temperature to the room service and 
TV (which also offers Netf lix). The 
nifty valet cupboard has external 
access so you can leave your laundry 
in, press a button, and it will be 
collected without the staff having to 
disturb you in the room. Floor-to-
ceiling windows look out over the 
city, and many of the rooms have 
a sweeping view of the lake and 
the Golconda Fort. Single women 
travellers have an entire f loor to them 
with EVA rooms serviced by female 
staff, while wellness enthusiasts have 
13 dedicated rooms with Vitamin 
C showers, in-room plants, an 
organic mini-bar and yoga mats. 
ITC Kohenur has two sprawling 
presidential suites as well – the Koh-
i-Noor (spread over two levels) and 
the Daria-i-Noor, both of which have 
expansive bedrooms, a dining room 
and bar, an office and meeting room 
with independent access, as well as an 
attached gym. 

The 2,200-sqft fitness centre is done 
up in soothing blues and whites, and 
is well equipped. Spread over three 
levels, the 10,000-sqft Kaya Kalp Spa 
is the ideal place to pamper yourself 
with ITC’s signature treatments and 
massages. Or relax at the outdoor 
infinity pool, which is surrounded by 
greenery and is open to the sky. The 
steam-sauna-Jacuzzi (with a charming 
porthole-window), the salon with 
expert stylists, and a separate mani-
pedi room (with a lake-view) are all at 
your service. 
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The vast, uncluttered lobby of ITC Kohenur filled with natural light and the massive crystal chandeliers overhead
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The reception has the most dramatic element of the décor – hundreds 
of bangles suspended from the ceiling, a sparkly ode to the city’s Laad 

Bazaar and its innumerable bangle shops.
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A
part from the Peacock Bar 
and the Golconda Pavilion, 
ITC Kohenur has three other 

culinary concepts. The opulent Dum 
Pukht Begum’s showcases the grand 
cuisine of India with a special focus on 
the royal cuisine of Hyderabad. With 
its elaborate chandeliers and gold-and-
silver ambience, the restaurant is a regal 
setting for a truly memorable meal. 
Feast on melt-in-the-mouth kebabs, 

fragrant biryani, and other flavourful 
dishes. Vegetarians have been given 
special attention and there are plenty of 
choices. The other standout is Yi Jing, a 
new ITC concept restaurant that offers 
classic and creative Chinese cuisine. 
Savour the meticulously prepared 
dumplings, noodles, jasmine-scented 
rice and more. The hands-down winner 
is the Beijing Duck, which is served in 
two instalments – the crispy duck skin 

The opulent 
Dum Pukht 
Begum’s 
showcases 
the grand 
cuisine of 
India

Kohenur means ‘Mountain of Light’, and that light is everywhere 
at ITC Kohenur, from lobby to restaurants to rooms
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followed by succulent duck in pancakes 
with sweet bean sauce. And of course, 
ITC’s signature Italian brand, Ottimo 
is there should you crave a taste of 
dolce vita. The restaurant is sprawling 
and has an attached Skypoint Bar, 
complete with a bright orange Fiat 
500 hanging upside-down over the 
bar. ITC Hotels’ club members 
and guests of ITC One rooms and 
the suites also have access to ITC 

Club Privé, a huge private club with 
lounges, dining rooms, and a meeting 
and boardroom. Given its location 
in the city’s business district, ITC 
Kohenur also comes equipped with 
nine meeting, conference and banquet 
spaces with state-of-the-art facilities. 

ITC Hotels takes its ‘Responsible 
Luxury’ tagline seriously, which 
translates into several initiatives 

Golconda 
Pavilion is the 
all-day dining 
restaurant with 
eye-catching 
pillars of bidri 
work
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Yi Jing, a new ITC concept restaurant, offers classic and creative Chinese cuisine
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at ITC Kohenur. The hotel uses 
100% LED lighting and its unique 
architecture is designed to integrate 
the use of solar energy to reduce 
overall energy consumption. The 
vertical garden and living roof add 
to the green quotient. All rooms are 
equipped with radiation protection 
chips to make them radiation-neutral. 
Water is recycled and the hotel is 
also actively ‘greening’ its environs. 
ITC Kohenur will also comply with 
LEED Platinum standards. 

T
he hotel offers curated 
experiences to immerse 
yourself in the destination, 

like the Food Sherpa trail that takes 
you to sample the city’s best food. 
From the famous Osmania biscuits 
and Irani chai at Nimrah Café to the 
Ramzan special haleem at Sarvi and 
Hyderabad’s spicy biryani at Shah 
Ghouse, there’s no better way to 
savour the city. Go on a guided tour 
of the City of Pearls to learn about its 
history and see its major attractions 
like the Golconda Fort, with its 
Nagina Bagh where diamonds and 
other precious gems were traded. 
Did you know that Golconda was 
the only global trading centre for 
diamonds until the 18th century? 
No visit to Hyderabad is complete 
without visiting the Charminar and 
the surrounding maze of shopping 
streets where you can pick up bangles 
in myriad colours as souvenirs. 
Don’t miss the Chowmahalla 
Palace, the royal residence of the 
Nizams of Hyderabad. The palace’s 
butter-yellow façade, landscaped 
gardens with frangipani trees, and 
the Nizams’ royal throne are all 
beautifully preserved and showcased. 
Another must-visit is the Qutb 
Shahi tombs complex, a 100-acre 
space that contains 40 ornamental 
tombs of the Qutb Shahi dynasty, 
several mosques, and stepped wells 
set amidst mango, jamun, and 
tamarind trees. 
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