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They began to demonstrate their generosity, distributing, 
mostly through collections, tents, blankets, and clothes. As 
others have pointed out, there is a big distinction between 
charity and solidarity. Tents, blankets, and clothes can only 
do so much, and (however good their intentions may be) it 
is ignorant of people to think that their unwanted clothes are 
really going to help anyone. Truthfully, they're simply sustain-
ing conditions for people in Calais, in Greece, in Macedonia. 
People I've met in the UK who have crossed borders (and are 
still crossing less literal borders) don't tell me what I really 
want is a tent. People say what they want are papers - “status” 

as some people call it - and a decent life where they have 
the right to work, to education and healthcare, not living off 
£35.39 a week that can only be spent in a handful of super-
markets, and a room in a flat that isn't liable to have its locks 
changed by their housing providers any time they pop to 
the corner shop.

But this whole discussion is wider than the UK; it reaches across 
and interacts with borders across the world. A lot of people trying 
to help in this ‘crisis’ - as its been termed by the mainstream media 
– who are donating clothes and money, don't seem to be aware 
of the bigger picture, or question why or how this ‘crisis’ came 
about. No Borders, which can refer to a perspective, a network, a 
movement, comes from a place that questions and challenges why, 
when disasters are reported, the state and media (and therefore 
a large amount of people) focus more on the 2 people from the 
same country of origin as their own who died, than the 500 that 
were born in a different country. It questions and challenges why 
it would be presumed that I have the same concern and common 
interest for “my country” as the state and everyone else living 
around me. It asks, how can capital move freely around the world, 
whilst people cannot? It characterises borders as oppressive and 
racist, asking why can someone born in an EU member state live 
and travel freely between other member states, whilst someone 
born in a country outside the EU cannot? No Borders organises 
towards the freedom of movement for all, and for the end of border 
and migration controls, that are used to profit those most wealthy 
in the world.
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eruption of charity reign 
down on Calais; Facebook 
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people commenting on 
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Hand in hand with the state, capitalism directly encourages 
these labels and divisions, demanding that people think 
more about the economic impact of migration and the 
‘refugee crisis’ and less about the (somewhat simple) fact 
that people are fleeing war-torn countries and/or wanting 
to find a better quality of life. Migration and border control 
is central to capitalism and capitalist exploitation. This is 
before even thinking about how Britain is directly responsible 
for (directly and indirectly) colonising so many countries 
in the first place, gaining its wealth and privileges through 
the ongoing destruction, plundering and exploitation of 
people, land, and resources - an explicit part of processes 
that lead people to flee from ‘humanitarian crises’ to the UK 
in the first place. And if you are in the UK seeking asylum, 
obtaining a good ‘quality of life’ is going to be a constant 
struggle. Presumption of innocence is regarded as an inter-
national ‘human right’, but if you're seeking asylum in the UK 
you're guilty until you're proven innocent – until you prove 
your innocence yourself. The burden of proof is on you to 
prove you're a “genuine” refugee fleeing persecution your 
nation state cannot protect you from. The Home Office 
dictates that it's on you to prove that you deserve this, and 
can then become a refugee, as the Refugee Council put it. 
Corporations and the state are directly profiting from this 
system of domination and control that attempts to stop 
people from crossing borders, and every day - when people 
cross borders, when people resist flights - they are directly 
challenging this system, and specifically the way in which 
the asylum system explicitly displaces power and abilities 
of self-determination. Clothes won't help with these acts of 
resistance. Charity won't help in struggles we are bound up 
together in, and ultimately the liberation we seek together. 
You don't need to travel far to see borders in effect, and 
therefore to be able to challenge them and show solidarity 
to the people they affect most directly.

We – The Unity Centre – are a No Borders and non-hierarchical 
collective run completely by unpaid volunteers in Glasgow, with 
a 9 year history, born out of practical community resistance to 
dawn raids. We organise out of an office round the corner from 
the local Home Office, 5 days a week, with a 24 phone-line, and 
little resources or money. People have told me that, upon hearing 
about The Unity Centre in Calais or England, they imagined a big 
shiny office block, full of people working with the latest comput-
ers and printers. Well, it can be a bit of a disappointment, as our 
office is a tiny room furnished with chaos, a leaking sink, and an 
electric heater that blows the electricity every time you forget 
and turn it on. We work to provide unconditional, practical and 
emotional support to people seeking asylum, refugees, and all 
migrants affected by the racist and brutally oppressive border and 
immigration controls that operate in the UK and across the world. 
We support people inside and outside of detention. The continual 
privatisation and funding cuts of 3rd sector ‘charities’ working in 
asylum and migration mean that we are increasingly supporting 
people with housing and destitution issues and are unable to give 
the most time and energy to supporting people in detention centres 
with imminent removal dates.

One thing that can be difficult about working in The Unity 
Centre is the way in which you can often feel like all you're 
doing is simply resisting, trying not to let it floor you – but 
you're unable to push back with any force yourself, unable to 
ever actually challenge things and break beyond the games 
dictated by the state. This is particularly felt with issues relat-
ing to housing and asylum support; the Home Office branch 
in Glasgow actually send people seeking asylum to our office, 
as do housing providers Orchard & Shipman, and big, well-
funded 3rd sector charities. They presumably think we can 
make their work easier by taking on tasks they're paid to do 
for them, like submitting applications for asylum support, 
and finding people last-minute places to stay. This shows just 

how difficult it can be manoeuvring the tricky line between 
propping up the system of borders through resistance, and 
actually challenging it. The practical everyday reality of this 
is that of course we're going to support people in these ways, 
but we're always pushing ourselves to think about how to 
gather enough capacity and energy to show solidarity and 
fight beyond the everyday. To think about the destruction of 
borders worldwide.

There are a few campaigns we're working on at the moment: we 
are challenging the legitimacy of charter flights which forcibly 
remove high numbers of rejected refugees and migrants to specific 
countries. More than often there is no public scrutiny to reveal 
the brutal practices and policies of the immigration officers and 
private security guards, before an individual's asylum claim can 
be assessed sufficiently. We're campaigning to bring attention to 
criminal deportations: the racist double punishment which targets 
certain groups, punishing them further for their racial background, 
regardless of the number of years they've lived in the UK and the 
life they've built up. A “foreign criminal” serves their full prison 
sentence, and is then – unlike British nationals – detained in immi-
gration detention and subsequently deported to their “country of 
origin”. We're also looking to challenge the "deport first, appeal 
later" policy of the Home Office, which dictates that those with 
human rights appeals against deportation are removed without 
having their human rights grounds considered. The logic is that 
people should appeal from the country in which they're deported 
to; this shows total disregard for the obvious practical problems 
that could arise, and access to a fair trial. Currently this is only appli-
cable to criminal deportations, but the Tories pledged to subject 
all immigration appeals to this unjust logic and sure enough they 
are pushing it through in the Immigration Bill published last month.

It's easy to feel powerless in the society we live in; we are 
encouraged to feel like there is nothing we can do, no way we 
can “help” without money or an unlimited amount of camp-
ing supplies. The passive idea of “charity” is a powerful tool 
that the state relies on. It works only to maintain oppressive 
conditions for those crossing borders all over the world, 
simultaneously limiting perspectives and dictating who are 
the “good guys” and who are the “bad guys”. We have to take 
struggles against borders on, as a part of ourselves, and let 
them affect our thoughts and all of our actions. The kind of 
humanitarian masturabation we witnessed over the summer 
did little, if anything, to challenge physical borders.

I can't really tell people anything new. But at least – We hope people 
reading this now will think about ways to show solidarity, practically 
organise and directly resist and challenge borders. Drive refugees 
and migrants across borders, organise a demonstration outside 
a detention centre, join your local no borders group or start one, 
stop a raid, boycott G4S, Serco, Capita, GEO, and Mitie. Sharing 
facebook posts and donating socks can only do so much.

 
Anyone who thinks they might have useful 
knowledge and information relating to our 
campaigns please get in touch!

unitycentreglasgow.org
info@unitycentreglasgow.org
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