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The Mid-Autumn festival is celebrated every year
on the 15th day of the 8th lunar month. In Taiwan
it’s a time for family reunions, indulging in moon
cakes, admiring the full moon, and, increasingly, an
opportunity to fire up the barbecue for an evening
feast. This year, the Mid-Autumn Festival falls on
September 24. As part of the celebrations, thousands
of flickering lanterns will light up the sky over the hills
of Pingxi in New Taipei City. A quiet village of only 5,000
residents, most of whom are employed in farming and
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agriculture, Pingxi has pristine, winding streams and
picturesque old shophouses perched on slopes, making
for a postcard-perfect backdrop.
The tradition of writing wishes on lanterns and
releasing them into the sky is said to date back to
Mainland China more than 2,000 years ago, when sky
lanterns were used to warn lowland villagers of bandits
and intruders. In the late Qing dynasty, the Chinese
brought the practice over to Taiwan, where, for a while,
villagers continued to use lanterns to transmit messages
to neighboring villages.
The practice gradually evolved into something
similar to today’s sky lantern ritual: writing heartfelt
wishes on lanterns before releasing them to the gods
above. Every Chinese New Year, around the time of the
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1. Hundreds of sky lanterns are released to celebrate the Mid-Autumn festival. ︱ 2.
Water drops 20m as it falls over the horseshoe-shaped Shifen Waterfall. ︱ 3. Shopfronts
open directly onto the Pingxi Line in the village of Shifen.
1. 今年中秋節將有數以百計的天燈於平溪施放。︱ 2. 馬蹄形的十分瀑布，水位落差
高度約 20 公尺。︱ 3. 沿著平溪線開設的店面，形成十分特殊的鐵道風情畫。

Lantern Festival, thousands of lanterns are released in a
choreographed show that makes headlines around the
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world.
In the past, sky lantern artisans used bamboo to

If you’re having trouble coming up with a wish,

construct the frames and oiled rice paper to make

signs indicate different color lanterns which represent

the sides, while affixing a small candle in the middle.

different categories, such as career, wealth, and

Later, some lantern-makers used wire frames and non-

love. There will also be entertainment at the festival,

biodegradable materials to cut costs. Recently, in wake

including live music and dancing.

of growing environmental awareness, there’s been a

Pingxi’s old houses built on slopes and its gushing

shift back to using bamboo frames and water-soluble

rivers framed by lush greenery and silver grass make

paper that will naturally decompose.

it an idyllic place to visit in its own right. Visitors can

To mark this year’s Mid-Autumn Festival, there will

walk on the stepping stones in the river and follow

be an organized release of more than 800 lanterns at

the abandoned railway tracks to Pingxi Old Street to

Pingxi Junior High School. The first wave will be released

browse handmade souvenirs and sample warm snacks

at 6pm, with further waves released at regular intervals.

at traditional pastry shops. There are also many hiking

Visitors can buy their own lanterns from Pingxi’s

trails nearby, as well as the horseshoe-shaped Shifen

many roadside vendors for about NT$150 to NT$200,

Waterfall.

write their wishes on them and release them into the
sky whenever they please.

✈ UNI Air flies Taitung to Taipei 22 times a week, Hualien to Taipei 14 times a week, Penghu to Taipei 44 times a week, Kinmen to Taipei 67 times a week,
Nangan to Taipei 43 times a week, Beigan to Taipei 24 times a week
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