
worldwide guide 2011   25

 

Travel-savvy tips for saving big on your honeymoon and wedding away
sweetheart deal

By Sherri eiSenBerg   illuStrationS By edwin fotheringham

Your getaway is the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow — a once-in-a-lifetime reward  
for surviving the wedding-planning stress. So the last thing you want is more worry over  
spending too much on the trip. We’ve compiled 20 tips on how to get the most for your  

travel dollars. Read on to learn how to book your dream escape for the best possible price.

tricks of the trade
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Discover Florida’s Last Paradisesm | www.ParadiseCoast.com/Weddings or 1-800-2-escape

Follow your head 
                  and your

Marco Beach Ocean Resort

Creating that perfect wedding in 
paradise begins at Marco Beach 

Ocean Resort. Your romantic 
beach wedding will become an 

everlasting cherished memory.

www.MarcoResort.com 
1-866-557-6613

Naples Bay Resort

Nestled in a waterfront setting 
with endless sunshine and bay 

breezes, this intimate retreat will 
make your wedding breathtaking 

without leaving you breathless.

www.NaplesbayResort.com/
weddings/weddings.asp

239-530-5106

Enjoy the tropical wedding setting of your dreams without leaving the country. 

From a magical beach sunset ceremony, to exciting nature adventures, to world-class 

dining and spas, it’s a destination that’s as alluring as your Prince Charming.
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activities (unless those are included in 
your package). You’ll probably also want 
a souvenir, a spa treatment and maybe a 
nice bottle of wine one night, so be sure 
to do all the math before determining 
which trip is right for you.

Finding the  
right Fare
You have advantages most travelers 
don’t have these days — chances are, 
you’re booking your trip well in advance 
and setting aside time to plan.
z Use flight aggregators.
Websites like kayak.com and orbitz.com 
scan the Web for deals, then send you 
directly to the airline or booking engine. 
they’re a good place to start your search.
z be flexible with timing.
Check out alternative travel dates sur-
rounding your wedding day, both on the 
front and the back end. if you marry on a 
Saturday, you may find that the fares are 
much higher on Sunday than the follow-
ing tuesday. 

z sign Up for fare alerts.
Websites like airfarewatchdog.com  
send you emails with low rates on flights 
departing from your local airport; the 
low-fare alert on travelocity.com will 
notify you if prices for your route drop.

z Consider low-Cost Carriers.
Smaller airlines like JetBlue, Southwest 
and Virgin america fly to many of the 
same destinations as the bigger carriers. 
What they lack in timetable (they may 
not fly as frequently or offer service every 

day), they make up for with fares and 
flexibility. (For example, Southwest lets 
each passenger check two bags for free.) 
z book early.
When you’re going to find the lowest 
rate is a hotly contested subject, and 
unfortunately, there’s no such thing as a 
crystal ball for booking times. But there 
is one rule to live by: if you’re going to a 
popular destination in peak season, don’t 
wait for fares to drop — they’re more 
likely to go up as inventory sells out. You 
also don’t want to miss out on the chance 
to get the schedule you want.
z don’t expeCt an Upgrade.
Years ago, airlines often upgraded newly-
weds to first-class as an unofficial perk. 
Sadly, that’s no longer the case; today 
those privileges go to the most active 
frequent fliers. that being said, it never 
hurts to ask at check-in!
z Use yoUr miles.
Once you pick your locale and know who 
flies there, sign up for a credit card that 
partners with that airline, and let the 

Starting Out Smart
z priCe oUt airfare first.
Before you settle on a wedding or honey-
moon spot, remember that a major factor 
in comparing destinations is the airfare. 
For example, say you want to go to an 
island in the Caribbean. Some isles, such 
as Jamaica and Puerto rico, get plenty of 
nonstop service from the united States, 
while others, like anguilla and nevis, 
require a connection, often on a smaller 
local airline. decide if you’re willing to 
pay for another travel leg, and work that 
expense into your spending plan.
z Use Common sense. 
While your dream destination may have 
been beyond your budget in the past,  
the global recession has hit some spots 
harder than others. So check if your 
favored locale has suddenly come into 
reach. With last year’s economic crisis, 
usually expensive iceland has become 
much more affordable against the u.S. 
dollar. Fantasizing about French Poly-
nesia? air tahiti nui has recently been 
offering some surprisingly good deals.
z beware of holidays and other 
speCial events.
nothing jacks up prices more than a 
holiday or major event. expect to pay 
top rates during the winter season 
around Christmas, hanukkah and new 

Year’s eve. if you’re planning a spring-
time soiree, be sure to check when easter 
and spring break fall in your particular 
destination. Look for local seasonality 
as well; wine-country rates rise during 
the grape-harvest season, while new 
england asks a premium during autumn 
leaf-peeping time. 
z Consider shoUlder season.
Working with a tight budget and feeling 
priced out of your choice spot? Look into 
similar locales that are in shoulder sea-
son (in between high and low seasons). 
For example, peak season in Bermuda 
starts later than in the Caribbean because 
it’s located farther north. have your heart 
set on a locale but are more flexible with 
timing? hawaii has better deals in spring 
and fall, when family travel is limited due 
to school schedules.
z be prepared for low season.
While some great low-season bargains 
are out there, you need to know the 
risks. head to the Caribbean during 
hurricane season or to the Pacific dur-
ing the monsoon months, and you’ll 
get amazing deals — but you also have a 
higher chance of encountering storms. if 
you want to take your chances, ask about 
guarantees or travel insurance; brands 
like access america offer various levels 
of coverage to offset the odds. 

z look into travel registries.
Couples who already have a fully stocked 
household may find that registering for 
their trip is a great way to cancel out 
some of the costs of activities, meals 
and more. Choose from many programs, 
including those offered through a resort 
(marriott, Starwood, Sandals), a destina-
tion (aruba), a tour operator (Back-
roads, mountain travel Sobek), a cruise 
line (Carnival) or an online booking 
agency (honeyLuna).
z priCe oUt paCkages.
as a rule of thumb, travel packages that 
combine flights, hotel stays and extras 
like excursions and airport transfers 
are a great way to get more for less — if 
you want everything they offer. don’t 
assume you’ve found a good deal before 
you price out the pieces a la carte. 
the same is true for all-inclusives and 
cruises: travelers who don’t drink and 
just want to sun all day may find that an 
all-inclusive resort is more expensive 
than a pay-as-you-go one.
z faCtor in all the Costs.
the biggest mistake you can make is 
assuming that airfare plus hotel price 
equals the total cost. You have to get 
yourselves to and from both airports, 
pay taxes along the way, and account for 
food, drinks, tips, transportation and 
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Rediscover the magic, romance and 

union that make you right for each other.

The Golden Crown Paradise & Crown Paradise 

Club All Inclusive Resorts Puerto Vallarta  offer 

the  perfect  scenario with spectacular sunsets  

for a perfect  and unforgettable wedding day 

having the beach  and  sun as witnesses,  romantic 

whispers of the breeze  and  the sound of  the 

waves  as your love song. Inspiring small details 

are suggested so the two of you enjoy the simple 

pleasure of being together.

The perfect wedding

is in PARADISE !

Puerto Vallarta

Consult your travel agent or contact us at: 
salespv@crownparadise.com

www.CrownParadise.com
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THE BRIDE & GROOM WORE TAN.
With world-class fishing and diving, endless activities and  

breathtaking scenery, every day feels like a honeymoon. 

fla-keys.com/islamorada ~ 1-800-322-5397
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points accumulate. if you accrue enough 
for a free pair of tickets, you have more to 
spend on the ground. if you don’t accrue 
enough for free flights, consider trading 
the points in for an upgrade to business 
class — the perfect type of splurge for 
this ultimate vacay.

CheCking in
You’ll spend a lot of time in your room on 
this trip, so this isn’t the time to skimp. 
here, how to get more for less.
z do thoroUgh researCh.
Check out the rates on hotels.com and 
priceline.com to see the general range of 
room rates. then go one step further by 
pricing out rooms on the hotels’ own sites. 
Some brands offer best-price guarantees 
you won’t want to miss. many hotels also 
offer free upgrades for couples marrying 
on their property.
z Call the hotel direCtly.
When you call the front desk — rather 
than an 800-number sales center — 
you’re more likely to get a person who 
can offer discounts. Before you get off 
the phone, have him mark that you’re 
honeymooners in your reservation; some 
hotels offer perks like a welcome bottle of 
champagne on an as-available basis, and 
you want to get your names down first.
z piCk yoUr room Category  
CarefUlly.
Compare the prices for rooms with ocean 
views and amenities like hot tubs and 
balconies. this isn’t any old trip, and 
you’ll likely be willing to pay extra for a 
memorable experience.
z beware of paCkages.
hotels often offer honeymoon, elopement 
and romance packages, but they’re not 
always a value. Look at the components 
and price them out versus a la carte costs, 
or you may end up paying extra for fruit 
baskets and turndown services you could 
live without.

More money-saving tips 
from destination brides who 
have gone before.

“Have a home base. Choose a site 
where you can have all your events 
in the same place. You’ll save on 
transportation, and it will allow your 
guests to run back to their hotel rooms 
between events.”  — Tania Krebs 

“Order a dummy cake. You can save time 
and money by using a fake display cake. 
Have one real layer for the cake-cutting 
and sheet cakes in the back for guests. 
They’re the same recipe, so they’ll taste 
equally delicious!” — Amy Brooks

“Time it right. My one regret was 
having the wedding during spring break, 
when people were busy and things were 
at their most expensive. We would have 
had a better turnout if we’d had it later 
in the season.” — Ashley Wentz

“Keep it intimate. We wanted a shorter 
guest list limited to close family and 
friends. We were able to throw a more 
lavish party, as our budget covered a 
smaller group.”  — Taylor Ontiveros

“Work with what’s included. We 
didn’t want to spend extra money on a 
signature cocktail, so we named common 
drinks, like margaritas and rum-and-
Cokes, after special friends who helped 
us with the wedding.”  — Elena Ramos

“Pick a space you love as is. Then you 
won’t have to buy additional decor. I chose 
a house that had so much personality I 
didn’t need to break the bank trying to 
cover it in flowers.”  — Elizabeth West

“Just ask. I negotiated discounted room 
rates and got a 10 percent discount on 
American Airlines.”  — Megan Leff 

bridespeak

z ask, and yoU may reCeive.
When you check in, identify yourselves 
as a wedding or honeymoon couple and 
ask for an upgrade if you’re not given 
one automatically. if the hotel has suites 
available, you’re more likely to get one 
than other travelers — and why shouldn’t 
you? You’ve earned it!  ■


