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Building our communities

By Katie Macleod

The Lewis Provincial Mòd was a successful one 
this year, taking place on the 5th-8th of June 

and seeing pupils from primary and secondary 
schools across the island take to the stage in 
Stornoway to compete in everything from folk 
group performances to solo Gaelic singing.  

“Like every year, it’s a busy four days, but a very 
rewarding four days at the same time,” says Amy 
Macaulay, Committee Chairperson at An Comunn 
Gàidhealeach.  

“There’s a lot of work put into it by the 
competitors, parents, and helpers within the 
school and the community as well.  There’s always 
a bit of a buzz about the place, and that’s what 

makes it rewarding for us.  Seeing the children’s 
excitement makes it all worthwhile.”

Tuesday saw the awards ceremony for literacy 
competitions that had taken place in schools prior 
to the Mòd, such as poetry and poster work, before 
the competitions began in earnest on Wednesday 
with drama, oral, and traditional competitions.  
Solo singers and folk groups competed on Thursday, 
while choir and instrumental competitions took 
place on Friday.  

For the younger pupils, there were even non-
competitive events, such as the Primary 1-4 
performance event held on the Friday.  “They all go 
up to sing, and at that age they’re quite happy just 
to get the chance to be included and to perform on 
stage,” says Amy.  “There’s no adjudication, and no 

pressure, and it’s always really busy.”

The standard at the 2018 Mòd was high, with 
some adjudicators commenting on the fact that it 
would be diffi cult to fi nd such a consistently high 
standard at any other local Mòd.  “You know the 
children have put so much work into it, and you 
know everyone at home has been listening to it all 
beforehand, so this is really encouraging to see,” 
notes Amy.

Family and local connections cropped up 
throughout the week, too, with lain Mackay – a 
Mòd winner from 1966 – taking to the stage to 
perform between the primary and secondary 
traditional competitions on the Wednesday night.  
“What was really nice was watching the reaction 
of the children,” says Amy.  “You could see them 

going ‘Wow!’ once he started singing!” 

A common theme throughout the competitions 
this year, with the 100th anniversary on the 
horizon, was the Iolaire disaster.  As part of Dileab 
– an intergenerational bilingual project that 
explores the legacy of four major social infl uences 
on the region over the last century – a new Dileab 
Cup was up for grabs.  This year it was awarded to 
Luke Macleod from Gress, a pupil at The Nicolson 
Institute, for the poignant story he wrote about two 
brothers returning from World War I, one of whom 
is lost on the Iolaire.  

The 2018 competitions and celebrations ended 
on a high note on Friday 8th June, with the winner’s 
concert – which featured 41 performances – held 
in The Nicolson Institute.  

Praise for youngsters at Island Mòd

Cara Morrison, Nicolson Institute Aimee Macleod, Sgoil nan Loch Issy Marshall, Sgoil an Rubha

Sgoil na Pairc Dual, Fèis Eilean an Fraoich Lilia Macdonald, Sgoil a’ Bhac

Laxdale Boys, Bun Sgoil Lacasdail Jamie Macdonald, Sgoil nan Loch Oscar Tormod Fish and Juliet McKenzie, Nicolson Institute
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