(7]
w
r-4
St
z
w
I
a
w
=
%)
o
=
o
T
o




Love & Death

View the accompanying slide show:
www.stevejonesphoto.net/love-and-death


http://www.stevejonesphoto.net/love-and-death
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he is designated to be euthanized because his third eyelids are
up, a possible sign of lliness. Shelter personnel do theif best to
screen all animals for health problems before putting thgm up

for adoption to the public.

the'Toll of Neglect

Doing Away with Unwanted Pets is a Daily Task at Animal Shelter

STORY AND PHOTOS BY STEVE JONES

he first thing you notice is the smell—an undeniable mixture of

feces, urine and wet dog that hits you in the morning unlike

anything ever to meet your nose. It is pervasive, nauseating and
the first of many sensations waiting to assault the workers each dayat the
Knox County Humane Society's Animal Shelter in South Knoxville.

It is just before 8 a.m., and employees are gath-
ering in the office, making small talk before
beginning the day’swork. One woman isopen-
ing a box of donuts from Kroger. Someone else is
making coffee. Outside the open door, a tired-looking man takes a last
drag from a cigarette before clocking in. It might be any office at the
start of any business day were it not for the constant barking and

yelping of dogs and puppies on the other side of the locked steel door
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that leads to the kennel. It's been fifteen
hours since the animals were last fed and
they want you to know it.

Soon, the humid, noisy rooms are
awash with light and a buzz of activity.
Missing layers of paint
on the floor com-
bine with standing
water to form puddles
thatseem to defy even the largest squee-
gee. From speakers above, piped-in rock
music is surreally juxtaposed with the

sounds of the dogs.

earing a down vest against an

early morning chill, Jim King

makes a quick tour of the shel-
ter. His first question: how many empty
cages are there? This particular morning,
not many. The shelter has a capacity of
about 200 animals. From experience he
estimates how many dogs, cats, puppies
and kittens will arrive that day. A bit of
quick arithmetic brings him to the same
inescapable, almost daily conclusion: some
of these guys have got to go.

Butwhich ones? How about the sad-eyed
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Adoption Counselor Karen Lunsford
shares a moment with an Injured
sparrow that spent time recuperating at
the Animal Sheiter, In addition to dogs
and cats, a variety of specles are
brought to the Animal Shelter every
year, Including horses, rabbits, goats,
opossums and even snakes.

Below, adoption Counselor Heather
McCurry (right) goes over the terms and
conditions of an adoption contract with
a woman adopting a dog. The humane
soclety Is very particular about whom
they adopt animals to, requiring all
prospective “pet parents” to complete
a detalled application. All animals
adopted from the humane society are
spayed or neutered at no cost by area
veterinarians.

beagle over there with his head on his paws
and eyes following your every move? Or that
off-white Spitz whose former ownersdumped
her off before leaving town? Maybe that six-
month-old gray tabby in the cat room that’s
already been here for three weeks?

While thousands of people around kitchen
tables in Knox County are drinking coffee,
reading the funnies and eating Wheaties,
King isremoving the cap fromablack Sharpie
marker and making notations on wet, lami-
nated kennel tags—the identification pa-
pers that accompany each animal.

He marks one with an A, indicating that
animal can be put up for adoption. On
another he scrawls an arrow pointing down-
ward, meaning that animal is to be “put
down,” or euthanized.

As King finishes up this first part of his
day, all around him men and women in
green medical scrub shirtsand rubber boots
are busy disinfecting cages, removing old,

soggy food, filling Upped-over water bowls,
changing litter boxes, and moving animals
from mesey cages. Some are taken o freshiy
cleaned ones in the same room, where they
are given fresh food and water. Others are
carried to a cage in the Euthanasia Room
at the rear of the building to wait.

WHERE'S MY PET?

In the office, the phone is already ring-
ing. Adoption Counselor Heather McCurry
picks up the receiver for what must already
seem like the hundredth time that morn-
ing. Someone has lost a dog during the
night. “Did you pick him up?” they ask.

In a business voice that would rival 2 law
office receptionist, McCurry politely deliv-
ersaspeech she will give several times that
day. The humane society does not pick up

imals, she explains, it only shelters, cares
for and tries to find homes for ones that
are brought to it.

The caller is not interested in details.
“Do you have my dog?” he asks impatiently.

“Was your dog wearing tags or any iden-
tification?” McCurry replies.

“Well, no,” the caller says, “but you'd
know this dog. He's big and brown and
really friendlyt”

McCurry tells the caller that not only are
there a lot of dogs at the shelter, but “big,
brown and friendly” could describe 2 num-
ber of them. Without a picture for her 1o
refer to, there is no way of knowing for sure.
“Only you know exactly what your dog looks
like. You’ll need to come down here yourself
and see if your dog was brought in,” she says.

“But I don’t have time for that. I have to
work today. Couldn’t you just go back and
look real quick?”

“No, sir, not without a picture.”

“Forget it, then. It’s just 2 dog,” says the
caller, hanging up.

TWO anxp A HALF
FLOORS or FUN
FOR BOOKLOVERS

at Hypnotherapy Services
P e Samantha Hutton
P il u 1 Ea COUNCL OF HTT e EXAAINERS
A - One Eleven East Jackson Avenue ¢ 546-8837 call
546.2049 In the 019 City - in the Jackson Avenue Antique Marketplace o kgfs".‘?‘;’g";};;_z

Stop Smak
Lose Weight
Deal with Emotional Traumas and Phobias
Clear Past Memories
Pain Control
Painless Childbirth

ALL WITH
HYPNOSIS

EAST TENNESSEE

JEWELERS

Est. 1957

ﬂaturing large quantities of
Cultured Pearls « Loose Diamonds
Emerald, Ruby and Sapphire Jeweiry
All of excellent Quality and Value

Lay-aways and Financing Available
L

EAST TENNESSEE JEWELERS a/5o buys gold and
diamonds, as well as sizing and repairs on jewelry.
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523-8941
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WE HAVE THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF
MEXICAN AND LATIN PRODUCTS IN TOWN!
Yocn Caea + Talo * Magasoas i St B reeos Lo
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PUTTING THEM DOWN

A set of venetian blinds blocks the view
through the glass door leading to the Eu-
thanasia Room. But since the shelter is not
yetofficially open to the public, no one has
bothered to close it, allowing full witness Lo
the daily ritual unfolding inside.

No employee at the Animal Shelter is
forced to euthanize animals. and some
have steadfastly resisted participating in
that grim job. But the ones who do it and
assist in the procedure share a common
look. The first thing you notice is their
eyes—almost expressionless, unemotional,
focused like a laser beam on the task at
hand. But that facade is always betrayed by
naked body language: a gentle stroke of a
hand on a shaking, matted coat; a quiet
word of comfort, almost a whisper between
two species; and tight, pursed lips that
speak volumes.

Rennel technician Paul Wise bringsina
worn cardboard box containing a litter of
puppies whose former owner did not want
them. “The bitch keeps getting pregnant,”
the owner said of the litter's mother as he
walked away after surrendering them.

The puppies are too young to survive
without their mother, too young to be
adopted. The shelter does not usually have
the luxury of dedicating a cage to entire
litters for the time it would take to raise
them by hand until they reached adoption

age, even if there were money and staff to
do so. A decision about this litter’s disposi-
tion is relatively easy to make.

Because they are so small, they will only
need one CC each. But also because they
are so small, it is next to impossible to find
a vein. A “cardiac stick™—an injection di-
rectly into the heart—will be the best way
to do the job.

troducing the
next generation
of comfort,

versatility, and
affordability:

'I'he Futon.

Millions are discovering the
revolutionary futon, the
modern alternative to
conventional sleeper sofas.

Kingston Pike
Mon - Fri 10-7 « Sat 10-6 » Sun 1-5

584-6897

continued on next page

Halloween

Sunday, October 24 * 2 pm
‘l‘he Pet Patch

“The Commons” ¢ North Peters Road * Knoxville » 539-2133

Costume Contest Trick or Treat
for Pets for Pets

PRIZE FOR BEST COSTUME HAVE YOUR PET DO
s and cats must be on leash ITS FAVORITE TRICK!
Dr?g wearing current rabies tag. Prize for best trick

‘PRIZES: $50.00 GIFT CERTIFICATES

Tricks and Treats:

Meet Ray Struder and his famous companion dog “Vini”
TRICKS: Vini will perform amazing tricks for you!

Halloween treat bag for all contest participants
TREATS FREE treats from Science Diet for all visitors!

MAKE ANY SCIENCE DIET PURCHASE AND THE PET PATCH AND SCIENCE
DIET WILL MAKE A $1.00 DONATION TO THE KNOXVILLE ANIMAL SHELTER.

KNOXVILLE  [fitem i, 22
ANIMAL SHELTER | any porchasa of Sclonce &7
will be present and bringing | | y

animals for adoption. Add
iress.
Donations to Knoxville Animal
Shelter requested from —
participang and visitors. Oct. 24 1993 only  limit one per household

rImprove your performancea
Optzons Inc.’s

Performance
Enhancement

Programs
and

Sports
Psychology

Learn How To: Become an effective performer
Limit negative belief systems
Use your values
Effectively handle stress
Use the power of the inner sanctum
Tap into previous peak performances
Become mentally tough

Contact: Ron Brown, Ph.D., Workshop leader
P.O. Box 11402
Knoxville, TN 5705391402
(615) 584-8501
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’Spuchls valid for most cars. Some vans, pick-ups & transverse engines add'l.

| _ENGINETUNE-UP | BRAKE SPECIAL ¥
: ?glvt 3 suosrvmctes- i : Pe:x%?os.T VEHICLES‘.%‘" '
LW THS COUPON « Othrsnging crurmarce ams a1 | WITH T COUPS .fE-n_vvﬁ Te pags & g _{
| o QUALTY cooLina INJECTION

| m::li & LUBE : SI:VICI TIoN : W |
P o L T 1 mosT 34-99u““ | MosT ! '
(Mg el a1 S VSRS o |

.._A...___.M___‘

€©



Provides Quality Employees
for Quality Clients

msssmmasmwcas-m7mounmmmm
EOE 531-1720

PAID NOTICE
On August 10th, 1993, the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit affirmed the right of students attending grades 6 through 12
within the Knox County school system to go into the hallway for twelve
minutes of Bible reading each school day during the period of
independent study.

For further information, contact:
Steven Wallace 966-6446 or Richard T. Beeler 521-2327

NEW ALTERNATIVE IN BIRTH CONTROL

New Birth Control Method
One Injection Every Three Months
Over 99% Effective ® FDA Approved

Even if you cannot use other methods such as birth
control pills, you may be a candidate for Depo Provera!

Fully Licensed * Free Pregnancy Testing.
Birth Control & Counseling * Abortion
Volunteer Women’s
Medical Clinic

522-5173

Quality Patient Care Since 1974

Depo Provera|

Wise lifts up a puppy. holding its front
legs one way and its hind legs the other,

5189920

Delivered and set up FREE within 25 miles of Knoxville!

546-8331

East Towne Mall next to JC Penney
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exposing its soft belly. Using his thumb,
King feels around the chest cavity. Having
found the heart, he picks up a syringe of
Sodium Pentobarbital and expertly sticks
the needle into the pup’s chest. A small
yelp is heard, but by the time the sound
escapes its mouth, the animal’s tiny body
has already started to go limp.

On one by one, the procedure is com-
pleted until the entire litter lies still to-
gether on the stainless steel table. After a
moment to finish some paper work the
puppies are put into a plastic bag, which is
then stored in a large walk-in freezer a few
feet away. The next day someone from the
city will come by to haul its rigid contents
to their final resting place, the landfill.

Puppy-size puddles and bits of urine
and feces, innocently released at death,
still adorn the table. Wise cleans it up
quickly, as a co-worker brings in a black
and white cat, one of many at the shelter
that has been named Sylvester.

CODE BLUE

Itis just past 4 pm. An unseasonably hot
day has worn itself and the workers down.
People are tired and want to go home. Sud-
denly a kennel worker comes through the
door with news: a woman has just brought in
four kittens she found sealed inside a plastic
garbage bag, dumped by the side of a road.
They are alive but in shock, barely moving.

" NDC0298-937; ..
NET CONTENT g -

FATAL-p

For Euthanasia q; - Aomg
FOR VETERINARY g ¥

shen constituted to 250 ml g

wlans:
sxdum Pentobarbital .. ... B
Directions for Mixing: Slowt, mge,
_ % ml.). Replace cap and sher: dige.e
" .«olved. Add more water tory S
ot exceed the fill line (250~
Dosage and Administration: . .
.r¢ preferred route. Howew = -
~macardiac injections may be s
¢nous injection is impractical .
%qand cat, or in the comatose: “s «
“wévascular function. Inject rape.
>« hady weight. Minimum 1m
WARNING: Must not be ust -
wurposes. Do not use in animaks T

KEEP OUT OF THE REACH 0¢

2 POISON?

CAUTION: Federal law restricts !~

POWDE:

“Fatal Plus” is the Sodium
Pentobarbital solution used by Animal
Shelter personnel to euthanize
animals. Within seconds of injection,
it causes unconsciousness and then
stops the heart. Sodium Pentobarbital
Is currently considered by many to be
the most humane form of euthanasia.
Other methods still used in some
areas include gunshot and carbon
monoxide poisoning.

Scarcely before anyone realizes what has
happened, the office isa mess of organized
panic and anxiety. Each person is now
holding a kitten in one hand and a small,
needle-less syringe in the other, trying to
force fluids into the mouths of the for-
merlyunwanted creatures, whose eyes seem
to stare through the giant beings gingerly
clutching their frail bodies.

The babies' gums are the color of chalk,
and nobody is too sanguine about the situ-
ation. Indeed, one of the kittens is too far
gone, and is put out of its misery. The other
three go home with a humane society worker,

“who will attempt to see them through the
night, taking their temperature and feed-
ing them every two hours. If they can make
it to the next day, they might survive.

Such foster care is something almost ew
eryone at the humane society has done at
least once. But sometimes they make it
through the night, and still don't make it.
So some workersthink twice before attempt-
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ing 10 be 2 Good Samaritan next time.

“Den't get atached,” new empiloyees -

often bear from veterans of the shelter
“Den't get attached,” veterans often hear
from themseives.

SPARE THE ‘CRAP

whe wants a puppy. Eventually, however, it
becomes clear that he does not want to
have it neutered. In fact, he seems to have
very strong feelings about i

McCarry finally poiats out that she can-
Bot et him adopt an animal uniess he
agrees to the neutering procedure when

neutering itself, he says, but to some
“agency's regulations telling me what I can
and camnot do...with my prepertyl”

It’s not about regulations, McCurry ex-
plains. It's about trying to curb the pet
overpopulation problem. She tells him that
during the previous year, more than 15,000
animals were brought to the shelter, and
the vast majority had to be euthanized.
And the number exceeded 20,000,000 na-
tiomwide. There are just not enough homes
for them all, she says. -

The man pauses. For 2 moment, the
weary adoption counselor thinks she may
have gotten through to him. At length he
seerms to have organzed his thoughts o his
satisfaction: “Don't tell me that aap! I
don’t want to hear it,” he yells as he jumps
up and storms out the door.

A shelter worker answers the phone.
“Are you takin’ puppies?” asks the caller. “1
got a litter of "em, and we couldn’t find
homes for ‘em.” The worker asks if the
man knows where the shelter is located.

“Oh, yeah,” he says, 1 brought liters
there before.”

GOOD DOG DAYS

It'sbeen 2 good day at the shelter. “Elvis™
has finally found a home. The stray hound
mix, named by kennel staff because he
arrived suffering from a broken pelvis, had
been at the shelter so long that mﬂ’mcm-
bers occasionally had to remind th
that he was available for adoption.

More often than not, untagged stray
animals with serious injuries are euthanized.
But Elvis was special, and the kennel staff
took an immediate liking to him. So a
decision was made to try and save him.

After a long period of monotonous
convalescence, the good-natured dog was
ready to leave. But possibly because he
now had a permanent limp, no one was
showing much interest in adopting him.
Finally, a young couple from Halls took
him home.

Vicky Crosetti, the humane society’s
executive director, was almost speechless,
“There really is 2 God!” she said, as Elvis
rode off with his new family. For employees
at the Animal Shelter, most of whom earn
minimum wage, it doesn’t get much better
than this. This was thar payoff. They had
gambled on a dog and their faith in him,
and they had won. Months of extra medical
expenses and meticulous, loving care had
paid off as a big, goofy dog, whose life they
knew they had saved, had found a new
hoimne and a fresh start.

The staff was still collectively basking in
the glow of this small victory a short time
later when a woman came in looking for
her lost cat. As she was escorted around
the cages, she echoed a remark frequently
heard by shelter workers: “1 could never
work here; I love animals too much.”

continued on next page

Adolphus

Jewelers of Piostinction

GRAND OPENING
\I)Lg\:‘lilla

B nd Solitaire
Knoxville's Best Pieces
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THE COMMERCE
" "The Original Candy Factory"

located at 120 Gzy Street
" Knoxville, Tennessee

A condominium community with upscale living
in the heart of downtoun. Thirteen unique spaces are
available for residential or commercial use featuring:
"High ceilings, large windows, wood floors
* Interior baloomes, ﬁreplzces e:xposed brick walls

. Econbtma] gas heat

. Convxcncn’t to Downtown and Old Cxty

. Prc—construcnon shells avmlablc from 324 900 up.

i Co;tact The Commerce Gnmp at
(615)579-3041 or'l- 800-264—3041

P "

A Natlonal therary Arts Magazine

Box 311
Louisville, TN 37777

ANGER ¢ STRESS ¢ OVERWEIGHT
SMOKING ¢ ANXIETIES ¢ PHOBIAS
WHAT'S HOLDING YOU BACK?

Accelerated Therapies offers you fast, effective improvement
using the newest techniques available today. With Accelerated
Therapies you can improve your relationships, feel better about
yourself and attain your goals in just a few sessions.
Same-day appointments are usually available.

CALL NOW: 579-4232
Near UT Hospial * Easy Parting
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We're
back with...

* Exotic sterling silver
jewelry

® Colorful handbags
and belts

* Dink flamingos

* Wild birds (papier
maché)

* Unique pottery

e Chili lights (red or
green)

* World famous wood
carvings

¢ Nature tees & more

TOUCAN VERDE
-OLD CITY-:
KNOXVILLE

N. CENTRAL AT JACKSON ® 546-2779
NOON — 9 pM Tues—THuRs
NOON — 11 pM FRI-SaT

This dog arrived at the Animal
Shelter with his legs bound with duct
tape. Suffering from infection and
other health problems, he was
humanely destroyed. The owner’s
reason for taping his legs was never
determined.

Below, former Animal Shelter
Manager Jim King ponders the fate of
a dog. One of King’s first tasks of
each work day was to decide which
animals should be euthanized that
day to make room in the shelter for
the many dogs and cats that he
knows will arrive that day.

KENNEL KNELL

It's after 5 p.m. on Friday afternoon at
the Animal Shelter. The last few employees
and managersare milling around the front
office, drinking Cokes and unwinding be-
fore the drive home. Most already have
their jackets on. Vicky Crosetti emerges
abruptly from the kennel area. She has
counted only one empty cage available for
animals that will undoubtedly be brought
in by Animal Control officers during the
coming night. Room will have to made for
more, she says.

There are a few puppies that could be
moved up early for adoption, but that still
won't free up enough cages. Jim King re-
marks that he has already put down a lot of
animals that day. There is a long pause.

Finally, Crosetti starts to break the awk-
ward silence, but before she can get the
words out of her mouth, King has already
taken off his jacket and begun walking
back towards the kennel door.

“I'know what needs to be done, " he says,
waving her off. “I've done it before.” €»
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We are a full contract

& £4 4

post office.

We provide boxes & packaging.

We will be open seven days a week
starting November 7.

East Towne Mall * 3045B Mall Road North * Knoxville, TN 37924
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Lower Level next to J.C. Penney

Laser Printer
Cartridge
Recycling

Supplies - Service - Sales

We buy empty cartridges
Quality guaranteed
24-hour service

FREE DELIVERY!

Complete line of printer supplies

693-4193

SOUTHEASTERN
LASER PrODUCTS

151 SMMT:‘Y Road

Knoxville, TN 37922

Howey!
! SHRYNK
THE PHONE E1LL!

$10.0

RESTRICTIONS AppLy

MOBILE ONE

CELLULARONE

693-CELL
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