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When it comes to blindness, artist David Johnson doesn’t try to overcome his visual impairment, but 

embraces it with creativity. 

The 60-year-old sculptor had sight throughout his childhood and young adulthood, but is now 

completely blind. However—just because he lost his sight, doesn’t mean he has lost his artistic vision. In 

fact, Johnson feels like not being able to see has influenced his art in unique and dynamic ways. 

“It really brings in the other senses just waiting to be used,” Johnson said. “I think a lot of people 

hesitate, and don’t think it’s something they’re equipped to do, but that’s changing.” 

In his younger years, Johnson had one aspiration: to be an artist. He attended art school in the U.K. for a 

year to perfect his painting and drawing skills, and left soon after as he began to lose his sight. He felt he 

had to change course with his career, until he ignited his creative senses once again decades later when 

he began attending conferences and showings for artists who have disabilities.  

 “As my rebirth as an artist 20 years ago, what I do is incredibly visual in concept,” Johnson said. “The 

way I think and imagine art is totally visual, and that’s really how art has brought the visual back in my 

endeavors. I’ve learned a tactile, 3-D way of doing things. It’s a work in progress. It’s a journey. Even 

though I’m a 60-year-old man, I still feel like I’m in the beginning of my journey.” 

He uses an endless variety of material in his current work such as clay, casting, plaster, metal, concrete, 

plastic, ready-made objects and more. Johnson’s work is made to provoke thought and put the viewer in 

his shoes. Many pieces are inspired by his experiences as a blind person, such as when an acquaintance 

sent him a book in the mail. He opened the package, picked the book up and saw nothing. For him, the 

cover and pages all may as well have been completely blank, so that’s what he created. “Book of 

Nothing: Volume One” is a bound book with absolutely nothing printed on or in it, one of more to come. 

Johnson said his work tends to “mess with people’s heads,” so to speak, but for a specific reason. 

“As a blind person, you often encounter a sense of nothingness,” Johnson said. “And also a sense of 

confusion. I know I do, when I became blind, I’d sometimes get anxious, and a lot of my art conveys that 

sense of confusion, the ambiguity of a person going blind. Because you have to learn a whole new set of 

rules pretty quickly.” 

Johnson likes to have fun with his work as well, adding a playful element to the subject. Another piece is 

a giant sculpture of a braille message that he joked, “was made for a blind giant.” The piece is far too 

large for a human to read, and only its creator knows the secret message written in huge concrete 

bumps.  

“I’m not trying to circumvent my blindness, but embrace it and let it inform my art, and it’s been quite 

interesting,” Johnson said. “I have special insight into areas of creativity, and I focus on my insights to 

inform what I do.” 

Artistic organizations such as national organization Art Beyond Sight, seek to make art, art history and 

visual culture accessible to those who have visual impairments. Sites like teachingvisuallyimpaired.com 

give a variety of tips and creative tools to hold art classes or sessions for the visually impaired.  

https://davidsartinsites.wordpress.com/
http://www.artbeyondsight.org/sidebar/aboutaeb.shtml
https://www.teachingvisuallyimpaired.com/art.html


When it comes to those whose sight is declining or completely gone, Johnson has advice from his own 

journey.  

“From my own experiences, I understand why people try to change course to something more 

congenial, more comfortable,” Johnson explained. “I’d advise people not to do that and stick to their 

life’s path. There’ some ways that things can be done that couldn’t be done 50 years ago. There’s a lot of 

ways creativity can be expressed for blind people; there’s such a rich palette of different media and 

methods. Anything goes these days. Blind people should not feel as if they don’t belong in the world of 

art. I’ve learned that that’s just not the case.” 
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