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Your brain is constantly buzzing with creative solutions and imaginative ideas. You walk through the 

store and think of ways you could improve the products on the shelves. You’re practically a walking 

dictionary of “How It’s Made.” At its base: You’re a creator, not a consumer.  

However, too often inventors are such by heart, but not by trade. With a little momentum, anyone 

could turn their passion or creation into a fulfilling and sustainable career. Here are some tips to get that 

metaphorical light bulb shining at its brightest and making you some cold hard cash.  

Start an inventor’s journal. This is where you’ll begin to record the conception of your ideas to not only 

hash out the details of your project, but also to protect your intellectual property. While this can be 

done in any notebook, using an inventor’s journal, such as provided by companies like Book Factory, is 

the best way to go. Dated, permanent ink entries in a bound book will ultimately make this a crucial 

record for legal and patent purposes. As progress is made in the project, meticulously write any ideas, 

data, observations and sketches in chronological entries. 

Pull together a business plan. That means researching the product’s costs, finding a target 

demographic, determining a budget and establishing a timeline for conception. This also means pulling 

together a prototype, which could be a three-dimensional or virtual design. Businesses like Xometry 

have more than 50 metals and plastics to manufacture prototypes and they provide live engineering 

support.  Alternatively, services like Invention Home can mock up a virtual design if making a 3-

dimensional wouldn’t be cost-effective at this stage.  

Write a patent proposal. This will be the backbone to your legal claim over your invention or business 

idea. It can be hard to know where to start, which makes businesses like Proposal Kit an excellent 

resource with templates and automation software. Depending on what the invention is, these proposal 

templates are easily customizable while still following the appropriate structure. It’s still important, 

however, to find a patent attorney or agent to look over the proposal before filing. This ensures that no 

loop holes are left open and no errors will come back to bite you later on. Just make sure this attorney is 

verified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office registry before moving forward with them.   

Collaborate. Groups like 1 Million Cups act as a “Shark Tank” for inventors, where they can present their 

ideas, get feedback, network and possibly find investors. This initiative was developed by the Ewing 

Marion Kauffman Foundation to inspire and propel inventors by creating local communities of creators, 

legal minds, marketers and more. Find or organize a 1 Million Cups meet up easily on their site! 

Alternatively, the USPTO site has a comprehensive list of independent inventor organizations listed by 

state. 

Market it! To get investors and consumers, they have to know what you already know; That your idea is 

awesome. Sites like Kickstarter, Indiegogo and Peerbackers make it simple for inventors to reach a base 

of interested funders. They not only provide a platform to get the word out about your project, but also 

have built in marketing features such as tips on shooting a promotional video and provide funding page 

templates. With all of these resources in your pocket, your creation will be in consumers’ hands in no 

time! 

http://www.bookfactory.com/inventors-notebooks/inventors-notebook.html
https://xometry.com/prototype-manufacturing?ads_cmpid=713330591&ads_adid=35916264863&ads_matchtype=b&ads_network=g&ads_creative=221087452314&utm_term=%2B3d%20%2Bprototype&ads_targetid=kwd-22426055691&utm_campaign=&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&ttv=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwlv_XBRDrARIsAH-iRJT8aBlKP18TMSwDEUxaC64OPH107t6Kj7Qb_R3UdbIxY0U9DY_tAmIaAgo5EALw_wcB
http://inventionhome.com/virtual-prototypes/
https://www.proposalkit.com/htm/how-to-write-a-patent-invention-proposal.htm
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/practitionerSearchEntry
https://www.1millioncups.com/
https://www.1millioncups.com/communities
https://www.1millioncups.com/organize
https://www.uspto.gov/custom-page/inventor-organizations
https://www.kickstarter.com/
https://www.indiegogo.com/
http://peerbackers.com/


 

 

 

 


