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The mind of an inventor is constantly teaming with ideas, however, the flow of cash often 
doesn’t match the flow of creativity. When it comes to pooling investors, time and money can 
fly out the window trying to get funding for your venture. Luckily with the accessibility to 
crowdfunding platforms like Kickstarter paired with a little self-marketing know-how, inventors 
can finally conjure the funds they need to go from blueprint to product- but it does take some 
finesse.  
 
Here are some tips to begin your successful Kickstarter campaign: 
 
Read the Kickstarter guidelines thoroughly. This will determine if this is the right platform for 
your project or if you’re wasting your time. For example, all projects must be shareable with 
others. The Creator Handbook outlines some requirements and helpful tips in launching a 
successful campaign.  
 
Pitch a project with artistic creativity or problem solving. Kickstarter can be selective about 
whose product or service they will post, but lean towards more imaginative pursuits. It’s also 
notable that people want to back a product that they can use. Products and services that solve 
a common problem naturally get more attention than a narrow, niche invention. It could be 
helpful to take a look at projects Kickstarter has sponsored to get a feel if you have a shot. They 
have projects ranging from choreographed performance pieces to a virtual reality platform to 
support Mars exploration.  
 
Make sure your funders have a good incentive. When it comes to campaigning, inventors must 
be able to somehow recompense their supporters. Whether that’s a free sample of the product 
or VIP discounts/access to your service, know how you’ll be able to promise a tangible 
enticement for investors.  
 
Have a plan, not just an idea. Product costs, timeline, budget, cash flow and business logistics 
need to be on track before going public. Visual details like sketches, samples or prototypes are 
important when raising hype.  
 
 
Make your own media. Most inventors don’t have an entourage of marketers at their backs, so 
being one’s own publicist comes with the territory. Luckily we all carry a production studio in 
our back pockets. While video equipment and a savvy multi-media hire would be ideal, a 
promotional video can be easily produced and posted if planned well. The keys to a good video 
are simple: a stable shot, good lighting and clear, uninterrupted audio. Keep the message on 
point and the video short, straying not far from a minute long. Video editing apps like iMovie 
and Splice make editing quick and painless. Editing programs that offer a higher production 
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value like WeVideo are PC user friendly and can be purchased through an affordable 
subscription.  
 
Record and share your progress. Kickstarter wants its creators to share in the journey with the 
funders. This includes photos, videos, graphics or blog posts centered around your project from 
concept to creation. Treat it like your first baby and start scrapbooking!  
 
Protect your property. That means purchasing a provisional patent, which will provide an 
affordable, temporary protection from those who may be looking to steal instead of invest.  
 
Best of luck on your campaign as you take the next steps to making your ideas into a reality! 
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