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EXPEDITION MARKET

When the new Hondius joins the Oceanwide Expeditions 
 eet in the summer of 2019 she will be the  rst regis-

tered Polar Class 6 cruise ship in the world. 
“Due to our growth and the need for greater passenger 

capacity, the only logical next step for us was a completely 
new ship combining all the great aspects of our older vessels 
into one,” said COO Mark van der Hulst in an interview with 
Cruise Industry News.

“Starting with charter vessels, Oceanwide Expeditions has 
been operating in the polar regions for more than 25 years. By 
2008 we were already looking into building a new ship, but 
back then it was the peak time for shipyards. There weren’t 
any building slots available.”

The Passengers
There’s no typical passenger for Oceanwide. Couples, sin-

gle travelers, and groups come from all over the world to see 
the polar regions. “Recently I did a trip on one of our vessels 
and counted more than 27 nationalities. It was a great voyage 
and, with so many nationalities onboard, there was always 
something to talk and learn about,” van der Hulst explained. 
“People are interested not only in the polar regions but also 
in each other.” 

Polar passengers seem to have a taste for learning and ad-
venture in common, and some passengers are determined to 
see both the Arctic and Antarctic. Once bitten by the “Polar 
Bug” passengers tend to return. Oceanwide’s most frequent 
traveler has cruised with them over 35 times.

The Ships
Passengers don’t seem to have a favorite ship as they all 

offer unique experiences. The Ortelius, for example, has a 
helicopter platform which allows guests to experience places 
which might otherwise be inaccessible. 

Being Polar Class 6, the Hondius will, of course, have 
minimum environmental impact which can be important to 
cruisers, especially in polar regions. 

And, as the Rembrandt Van Rijn and the Noorderlicht are 
sailing vessels, and much smaller, they offer unique experi-
ences and itineraries of their own.

“Due to our growth and the need for 
greater passenger capacity, the only 
logical next step for us was a com-
pletely new ship combining all the 
great aspects of our older vessels 
into one.”

The Hondius won’t replace any of the current vessels and 
will offer a wider range of interactive workshops covering 
topics such as navigation, astronomy, botany, cooking, and 
cocktail mixing, as well as presentations on polar whales, 
land mammals, and bird life. 

“It also exceeds all the latest green requirements imposed 
by the IMO, using only bio-degradable paints and lubricants, 
LED lighting, steam heat, and  exible power management 
systems which keep fuel consumption and CO2 emissions at 
the absolute minimum. Because of this, passengers who sail 
on Hondius can enjoy the polar regions as much as possible 
while impacting them as little as possible,” van der Hulst said.

Market Expansion
As the expedition market continues to grow, ports are get-

ting busier. “It’s not only the ports that are busy,” said van 
der Hulst, “but the whole chain: airports, hotels, and so forth. 
Even so, expedition vessels are still on the smaller side, so 
the available passenger capacity compared to the number of 
interested passengers is still a healthy ratio for us. But with 
more and more ships on the market, pricing might become 
impacted in the future.”

Oceanwide is one of the few polar expedition companies 
which own and operate their vessels, “so we control every 
stage and part of the product ourselves: the ships, the crew, 
and the expedition staff. We like a cozy, intimate atmosphere 
aboard our vessels. We were one of the  rst companies to 
bring paying passengers to the Arctic and our product has 
been evolving ever since.” – Carole Rosenblat
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The new Hondius is 
under construction 
in Croatia for a 
projected 2019 
delivery.


