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26TH ANNUAL FALL FEST,  
Schweitzer Mountain Resort, Sandpoint, ID 
AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3 
schweitzer.com/event/fall-fest
 Each year over Labor Day Weekend, Sandpoint, Idaho’s 
Schweitzer Mountain Resort is transformed by Fall Fest. This 
symbolic festival celebrates the end of summer operations, with 
one last chance to ride the chairlift up the mountain for hiking, 
biking and dining before winter snow reclaims the ski resort. 
And an epic summer sendoff it is. With 25 years of Fall Fest in 
the bag, Schweitzer has it dialed in. Choose from more than 100 
regional microbrews and ciders and groove to the tune of free 
live music—all the while overlooking Idaho’s largest lake, Pend 
Oreille. With some 5,000 attendees, it’s best to book early for 
this Fall Fest.

WHISTLER VILLAGE BEER FESTIVAL, Whistler, B.C.
September 15-16, gibbonswhistler.com/festivals-events/whistler-
village-beer-festival
 “Beer in the mountains—it just feels right.” Who can argue 
with a slogan like that? Now in its sixth year, the Whistler Village 

Beer Festival transforms North America’s largest ski resort 
into an outdoor party of Olympic proportions. Soak up the late 
summer heat from Olympic Plaza, surrounded by Whistler and 
Blackcomb mountains. About 60 breweries participate from 
B.C. and other nearby provinces. As if that weren’t enough, 
this fest is the main event of a six-day beer week, featuring 
everything from beer yoga to tap takeovers and beer pairing 
dinners. Perhaps a more appropriate slogan would be, “Beer in 
the mountains—a festival fit for the gods.”

MCKENZIE CIDER AND CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL,  
Springfield, OR, November 10-11, mccbf.com
 The Simpsons may be set in a fictionalized Springfield, 
but don’t expect any Duff beer here. Lane County is home to 
countless breweries and cideries. And where there are craft 
creators, festivities must follow. Established in 2012 as a 
benefit event for local charities, the McKenzie Cider and Craft 
Beer Festival showcases more than100 brews and ciders from 
around the region. Expect an Oregon-centric lineup, with 
other options from up and down the West Coast. Plus, you can 
bring the whole family. Unlike most beer fests, this one offers 

Come harvest season, beer festivals abound in the Northwest. This summer and fall, get out of the  
big city to celebrate with local music, food and free-flowing craft brews. Visit these five small cities  

(with populations of less than 100,000) as they throw their hoppiest parties of the year. 

5 Small-Town Brew Fests
BY BRANDON FRALIC
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activities for all ages from face painting to live 
animals and a puppeteer. 

16TH ANNUAL FRESH HOP ALE FESTIVAL, 
Yakima, WA
September 29, freshhopalefestival.com
 Home to roughly 75 percent of all hop 
production in the United States, the Yakima Valley is 
ground zero for fresh hops in the fall. Its culminating 
event is the Fresh Hop Ale Festival, a “celebration 
of the hop and craft beer industry.” Beer doesn’t 
get any fresher than this. Think tropical, juicy and 
resinous pale ales and IPAs. To qualify for the fest, 
regional brewers must produce a beer within 24 
hours of harvesting hops from the Yakima Valley. 
It’s no wonder Thrillist ranks Yakima’s Fresh Hop Ale 
Festival as one of the top ten beer fests in America. 

BREWGRASS!, Anacortes, WA
November 2018 (check website for dates),  
anacortes.org/brewgrass
 Small-town Anacortes loves to throw parties, as evidenced 
by their Bier on the Pier Oktoberfest each autumn. But not every 
fall beer fest need be so Bavarian. Anacortes’ long-running 
(celebrating 15 years in 2018) Brewgrass! festival is an intriguing 

alternative. Held in November at a handful of downtown bars—
all conveniently located within a block of each other—this little 
beer fest trades in the lederhosen and bratwurst for banjos and 
bluegrass. Dance the night away, or simply sit, sip and relax. With 
more than 50 microbrews and half a dozen bands to choose from, 
there’s more than enough festivity to go around. 

 Fresh Hop Ale Festival

Visit the island you can drive to!
learn more at anacortes.org

©
 Y

ak
im

a 
Va

lle
y 

To
ur

is
m

 Fresh Hop Ale Festival

nwtravelmag.com   |   July / August 2018  |   85

QUICK PICKS 13   |   DISCOVER 22   |   ABODE 36   |   TASTE 68                   POUR             SPREE 86


