
Online Master of Arts In Teaching



Program Overview
American University’s online master of arts in teaching (MAT) 
program allows you to do meaningful work in the classroom 
that inspires the next generation of students to solve society’s 
biggest problems.  

With access to our cutting-edge research, innovative partnerships with 
education organizations in Washington DC, and engaging coursework at 
American University, you can effect lasting change and immediately make a 
difference in your community by equipping young individuals with the tools to 
solve society’s biggest problems.

American University’s online MAT is CAEP-recognized and designed for 
individuals who have a bachelor’s degree and are interested in obtaining 
a teaching license in the following: elementary education and secondary 
education (English and social studies).

Program Highlights
 • Earn your degree in two years

 • Complete student teaching in your local area

 • Graduates are eligible for teacher licensure in the District of Columbia*

 • No previous background in education is necessary

 • Obtain over 600 hours of experience in a class room setting

  *pending program completion and passing the Praxis II exam DC Metro Area. 



Why a Master’s
in Teaching?
According to the Learning Policy Institute, US classrooms 
were short approximately 60,000 teachers last year, and 
they predict a need of 100,000 teachers by 2018. 

Many parts of our country need access to excellent teachers. AU’s online 
faculty believe the MAT isn’t simply a degree that places individuals on 
a path to acquire a job; we believe it’s an essential step to improve our 
democracy and society by creating dedicated teachers to level the playing 
field in education. As an AU graduate, you will be prepared to take charge 
as an educator—for the greater good of a new generation.

Why Choose 
American 
University?
American University’s College of Arts and Sciences offers a 
challenging liberal arts education with a diverse community 
of students who come from all over the United States and 
more than 150 countries. 

Our faculty includes nationally and internationally renowned artists, 
scholars, and teachers committed to innovative approaches to instruction 
and excellence in research and creative work. Your experiences inside 
and outside of the online classroom will create the broad vision and 
understanding you will need to be successful in your future career as a 
teacher, and to become an educated and responsible citizen of the world.



What Makes This
Program Unique?
The program is grounded in four principles that influence 
everything from how professors teach to the outcomes of 
curriculum: equity, community, diversity, and excellence. 

These key values drive our curriculum for social change makers like you. As 
American University professor Vivian Vasquez states, our program is unique 
in that it involves “living the curriculum as a metaphor for the lives we want to 

live and the people we want to be.”

In AU’s MAT program, you will...

 • interact and learn from outstanding faculty renowned in the 
  academic community for generating groundbreaking ideas 
  that improve instruction and education at large

 • take interesting and progressive classes with a small 
  student-to-teacher ratio

Our online MAT program offers students the opportunity to teach in a variety 
of settings, including urban, suburban, charter, bilingual, public, and private 
schools. Our graduates teach in schools all over the nation.

—Principal Liz Whisnant 
    of Mann Elementary School 
    on her experiences with AU
    student teachers.

I love 
to hire 
AU 
grads. 
I am able to see them in 
our community as learners, 
which really helps, because 
I try only to hire individuals 
who are in that learning 
stance. I think that, in my 
experience, the teachers 
who have come to me from 
AU understand that they are 
at the beginning of what is 
a long trajectory of learning. 
They are ready to put in the 
work to take the journey.”Who Should Choose 

This Program?
American University’s MAT program is for individuals who 
are ready to become active social changemakers and impact 
their communities. Within six months of completing their 
programs, 93 percent of American University’s College of 
Arts and Sciences graduates are working, continuing their 
education, or both.* 

AU students succeed academically, professionally, and personally. Plus, you’ll 
earn more than a degree when you choose AU; you’ll connect with an impactful 
American University network nationwide and in Washington DC that supports 
your journey in the classroom and beyond.

*American University does not guarantee employment after graduation.



Curriculum
Overview
Practical experience is an integral part of the program, 
and you will graduate with over 600 hours of field and 
clinical experience in a classroom setting. 

We offer online degrees in:

 • elementary education - 39 credits, designed for grades 1-6

 • secondary education - 39 credits, designed for grades 7-12

The MAT includes:

 • core education coursework - 9 credits

 • secondary education track coursework - 15 credits

 • field experience - 6 credits: teaching practicum and student 
  teaching during the final two semesters, student teaching seminar 
  that focuses on reflective practice, and electronic professional 
  teaching portfolio required for graduation

Career 
Information
AU Alumni are:

 • teaching in public, public 
  charter, and private schools

 • working in tutoring and 
  directing tutoring companies

 • studying in PhD programs in 
  cognition, education policy, 
  special education, and 
  curriculum and instruction



About the American 
University College 
of Arts and Sciences
American University’s College of Arts and Sciences is 
dedicated to excellence in teaching, scholarship, the 
arts, and service to its local, national, and international 
communities.

The college provides a rich education in the liberal arts and sciences for 
all of American University’s undergraduate students, offering challenging 
programs of study for its undergraduate and graduate majors; and fosters 
outstanding research, practice, and creative activity. 

The college is committed to the core purposes of liberal education: 
promoting free and rational discourse, fostering an understanding of the 
diversity of human experience, providing the critical intellectual skills 
necessary to navigate a rapidly changing world, and integrating knowledge 
across disciplinary boundaries. 

Ready 
to Get 
Started?
Application Checklist:

        Submit supplemental   
        documents, including: 

 • statement of purpose

 • unofficial transcripts

 • résumé

 • writing sample*

 • portfolio*

 • letters of recommendation

 • test scores (GMAT GRE, 
  IELTS, TOEFL, and PRAXIS)

        Pay application fee

        Submit final application

Questions?
Please visit www.american.edu 
call us at TBD or email us at 
TBD


