Dedicated
volunteers
transport
rescued animals
to their
forever homes

BY CHRYSTLE FIEDLER
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lmost every weekend, Pam
Owens, a clinical laboratory
scientist in Cane Ridge, Tenn.,
gets up well before dawn to help
unite pets with their future families, as a
volunteer with All American Dachshund
Rescue’s (AADR) transport team. She
adopted a dashshund from the group >
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“Surrendering a
pet to a rescue
group is much
better than
dumping a dog
at a shelter.”
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Driving the Dachshunds
Often, people think they
can’t adopt dogs located miles
away in other cities or states,
but the transport services
run by AADR and other
organizations literally go the
extra mile to prove that’s not
the case, fulfilling the group’s
unofficial motto: “Rescuing one
until there are none.”
AADR coordinates the
adoptions of dogs, specifically
dachshunds, that have been
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surrendered to the group.
Dachshunds can be smart,
loving and playful, but owners
are often not prepared for
their independent personality.
Some find them difficult to
housetrain, loud and willful.
“Surrendering a pet to a
rescue group is much better
than dumping a dog at a
shelter,” says Diane Irwin,
AADR’s founder and president,
“because we can learn about
the dog’s personality and place
it in the best possible home.”
Other dogs are saved from
shelters or found
as strays.
Adoptions are approved
after the animals receive
proper veterinarian care and

have been spayed or neutered.
Then, Wendy Mendola, the
lead transport coordinator,
and her team map out routes.
“I send a group email asking
for volunteers to drive specific
legs (of the trip),” she says.
Volunteers are asked to drive
about 50 to 80 miles one way
(one or two segments), on just
about every weekend. Transport
is arranged for several dogs or
just one. “If a dog needs to go
to his forever home, we don’t
wait,” says Irwin.
On the day of the transport,
team members update each
other and adopters about their
journey, sending texts and
photos along the way. “It’s a
very rewarding experience,” >

DIANE IRWIN,
All American Dachshund
Rescue’s (AADR)
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three years ago and “was so
impressed by AADR that I
wanted to help,” says Owens,
who now pays it forward by
driving dogs to their new
homes.
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says Mendola. “In 2017, AADR
rescued 215 dogs, from puppies
to seniors, and placed them in
forever homes.”
AADR focuses its efforts on
the East Coast from Florida
to Maine and as far west
as Colorado. According to
estimates by Wendell Morse,
AADR’s vice president, its
volunteers drive nearly 100,000
miles annually through rain,
sleet, snow, wind, construction,
accident delays, tolls and
breakdowns.
“Volunteers’ hearts are so
big, they just want to help that
animal get from point A to
point B,” says Irwin. “We could
not do what we do without
them.”
Each dog is unique and
the volunteers do whatever
it takes to put them at ease.
“Once I had a dog that howled

or barked unless I sang to
him,” says Owens. “So, I sang
all the way from Lewisburg,
Tennessee, to Bowling Green,
Kentucky. ... Anything I can do
to get these dogs out of a bad
situation and into a good one is
a win-win.”

Flights for
Furry Friends
The mission of Wings of
Rescue (WOR), based in La
Quinta, Calif., is to supercharge
transport by flying pets out of
overcrowded shelters, mainly
in Southern states, to other
facilities throughout the Pacific
Northwest and East Coast that
can place them for adoption.
“On January 20 of this year,
we transported 132 (animals)
from Louisiana to Idaho,”
says Ric Browde, the group’s
president. “Once the plane
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landed, there were lines of
people who wanted to adopt
out into the parking lot.”
Wings of Rescue coordinates
efforts with shelter directors
like Julie Johnson, executive
director of the Bakersfield
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals in
California. “Ric lets us know
when there is space on
transports going from our
area,” says Johnson. “It’s a
wonderful way to save pets’
lives.”
The second part of WOR’s
mission is to assist with
relocating animals in areas
devastated by natural disasters.
“We’re considered the Red
Cross for pets,” says Browde.
“When there is a disaster, we’ll
be there immediately to bring
relief.”
During 2017’s historic

One of the biggest
challenges for animal rescue
groups is raising the funds
needed to finance their
efforts.
All American Dachshund
Rescue (AADR) spends an
average of $450 per animal,
and in 2017, accrued more
than $100,000 in vet bills.
“All (the animal’s) health
issues are addressed,” says
Diane Irwin, AADR’s founder
and president. “We go
above and beyond what
would be done at a shelter.”
The group’s fundraising
activities include selling an
annual rescue dachshund
calendar, online auctions
and ticket sales to a “wiener
roast.”
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Reach Out Rescue and
Resources has also taken to
creative fundraising. “We try
anything and everything,”
says the group’s transport
coordinator Heather Shaw.
“Recently, we made over
$2,000 from selling custommade sub sandwiches
assembled and delivered
locally by volunteers.” The
group also sells homemade
Christmas and Valentine
chocolates.
Wings of Rescue (WOR)
receives donations through
online sites such as The
Greater Good (greatergood.
com). For a January 2018

hurricane season, WOR flew
60 flights and 4,500 pets out
of Texas, Florida and Puerto
Rico, each of which were
hit by Category 4 storms
in a four-week period in
August and September. “It’s
the most massive operation
we’ve ever done,” says
Browde.
In addition to Browde,
Wings of Rescue has more
than two dozen pilot
volunteers, many with
their own planes that have
pressurized cabins for
the comfort of the furry
passengers. According to
Browde, the organization
has flown more than
27,000 pets to safety and
anticipates it will transport
at least 10,000 more in 2018.
As rewarding as this work
is, Browde would rather not
be in demand. “Our greatest
wish is that everyone would
spay or neuter their pets so
shelters would be empty
and our services would no
longer be needed,” he says.

Saving Those
Most in Need
Since 2010, Reach Out
Rescue and Resources
(RORR) in Westminster,
Md., has been saving dogs
from high-kill shelters in
Maryland, Georgia and West
Virginia, focusing on those
most in need - senior dogs,
black dogs and cats, and
hound dogs.
“People feel that senior
animals are at the end of
their lives, but they (may)

still have a lot of life to
live and love to give,” says
RORR transport coordinator
Heather Shaw. She explains
that black dogs and cats are
often not adopted because
of superstitions, while
hounds are sometimes
discarded if they can’t hunt
or when the hunt is over.
RORR runs two volunteer
transports and helps
fund efforts to retrieve
any dog that needs to be
immediately saved from
a shelter. This rescue
process begins when intake
volunteers identify dogs on
a shelter’s euthanasia list,
meaning they have only a
few days to live.
“RORR contacts each
shelter advocate, who
in turn asks for pledges
from the public to cover
expenses,” says RORR
adoption counselor and
foster coordinator, Barbara
Povinski. This money covers
vet expenses, including
spaying or neutering, and,
if necessary, boarding fees,
although most dogs are
fostered prior to transport.
Many of RORR’s
volunteers work full time,
including Shaw. “I devote
every spare minute to
rescue,” she says. “You make
it work and find the time,
evenings after work, phone
calls on my lunch break and
weekends for events and
fundraisers.”
Povinski and other
volunteers stay motivated
by their love of animals

9

