
You all met at university in Brighton – At what point 
did you know the group was a winning mix? 
Natti: I don’t think we ever knew. When we started out 
we were really shit, like so bad! We just had so many 
different influences that it was a big old mess. As soon 
as we wrote “Swim” that’s when we thought we were 
onto something. It was my band and my music and I 
wanted people to play for me so I begged a bunch 
of my coursemates to join the band and that’s how we 
became Fickle Friends.

How did it feel when you finally got signed? Did 
anything change?
It took ages. We had to sacrifice so much. The big thing 
really is being able to do it full-time and not have to 
work three jobs and be in a band. 

Are there things you miss about being independent?
The control, I guess. If something goes wrong now it’s not 
our fault, it’s someone else’s and I get angry. Back then, 
if we fucked up, we only had ourselves to blame. 

How does it feel to be finally putting out the record? 
Very nervous! And very glad that’s it’s finally here. 
People kinda pigeon-holed us a bit, saying we were like 
The 1975 and Paramore, and obviously with the singles 
we’ve chosen to put out, I understand. Hopefully with the 
album people will see some more depth and take us a 
bit more seriously.

How has your sound evolved since you first released 
“Swim” in 2014?
I think it’s a lot more intelligent and progressive pop; it’s 
quite ambitious, it’s a little bit different. I want it to be 
our own thing and for people to start recognising our 
music and saying, “Ah, that sounds like Fickle Friends!” 
I think a lot of it comes from the music we’ve been listening 
to and watching the changing landscape of music. The 
bar is getting higher and higher and that makes us chall-
enge ourselves. In the past year, we’ve been digging 
deeper and I think that’s reflected in the record.

From the band’s Instagram it’s clear that you do a lot 
of the production yourselves. Is it important to you to 
retain a sense of creative control? 
Oh yeah, it’s completely ours. I’m proud of what we’re 
releasing. I don’t want it to be a watered-down version 
because we want to keep the label happy. I want them 
to be happy but I want to be happy myself. 

Do you feel confident that your fans will love the 
new tracks on the album?
I hope so! I think because there’s such a huge variation 
there are going to be some tracks that are quite Marmite, 
which is fine but hopefully that means that people will be 
very passionate about a couple of songs and it will play 
to everyone’s tastes. I hope there’s something exciting in 
every single song. 
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Did you work on every track collectively as a band 
or do some of you take the lead on writing lyrics 
and producing?
It’s mainly just me, Jack and Harry that are writing 
partners. That’s been one of the learning curves over 
the past couple of years, figuring out what really works. 
Jack’s the producer, Harry will start sections of songs 
at home and send them over and I do all the lyrics. 
Me and Jack work on all the melodies together. When 
we’ve finished the song we’ll get Chris to slam down 
some guitar ideas. 

What inspired the songs on the album?
It’s personal experience but I do draw from other 
people’s experiences too. The whole album is a reflection 
of the past ten years. It’s a confusing time of your life, 
from 19 to 26. 

It’s about feeling a bit alienated, a bit weird in your own 
skin and not knowing who you are. First relationships, 
getting your heart broken, learning and growing stronger. 
Mental health has also been a big part of that. Being 
able to speak about that is important when our fans are 
going through the same things.

You recorded part of the album in LA – that must have 
been amazing! How did that come about?
It was pretty surreal. We were doing writing sessions for 
a month before we even started working on album stuff. 
When we first signed our record deal, our label said we 
were ready to do the album even though we were like, 
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“...No we’re not.” Our #1 bucket list producer, the guy we 
always wanted to work with in a dream scenario was Mike 
Crossey [Arctic Monkeys, Foals, Twenty One Pilots, Jake 
Bugg]. He was based out in LA at the time so we flew out 
when we heard that he wanted to work with us. 

It was weird... but in a good way. We grew so much as 
writers. Whilst we were out there we felt so inspired 
that we wrote the rest of the album upstairs. Now going 
into Album #2, we’ll know what we’re doing... but debut 
albums are always a learning curve and they’re always 
really turbulent. 

Looking back at when you released “Swim” in 2014, 
what would you say feels different now?
I think I’m mentally a lot more mentally stable! I’m more 
of a well-rounded person and a lot less selfish, I think that 
goes for everyone. 

It’s kind of weird when you’re just starting out. All you 
want is a record deal because you don’t have any money 
and you think it’s the most important thing but I’ve now 
learnt it isn’t at all. You realize you’re in this with four of 
your best friends and much more appreciative of the 
work that our team do and our fans as well. You go from 
only thinking about yourself to caring more about those 
around you. 


