
If you don’t already know Yungblud (real name Dominic 
Harrison), you soon will. The fast-rising young star’s unique 
musical style consists of poetical, politically-charged lyrics 
set against head-bangingly good rock music that’s filled 
with catchy guitar hooks and breakbeats. “I just love music 
that pushes boundaries,” he says, “artists that did their 
own thing no matter what.” 

The young star’s sound is no doubt influenced by his 
life-long love of hip-hop and rock. “To me, those two 
genres are about more than the music. They represent an 
attitude and a way of thinking. They talk about real shit.” 

Harrison’s musical career seems to have been destined 
from birth. Growing up, he says he was surrounded by 
a family who were very opinionated about music. “Round 
the Christmas table, we’d spend two hours arguing over 
which genre was the best. There’s a picture of me, straight 
out the hospital, sat in my car seat with a Beatles ukulele 
and a microphone next to me. So I didn’t really have a 
choice to be honest.” 

Despite this, he affirms that even if he “wasn’t into music,” 
his family would have supported him. Nevertheless, you 
can’t fight destiny, and Harrison says that music helped 
him through a trying adolescence with ADHD. “I felt 
something I’d never felt before when I listened to songs,” 
he says. “Music was one of the things that fuelled my 
nutcase-ness. I could use that as an outlet to get what 
was going on in my head out.”

“The only three people in the world that I felt understood 
me growing up was Alex Turner from the Arctic Monkeys, 
Eminem and Joe Strummer [The Clash],” Harrison says. 
“Alex painted a picture of what growing up in the North 
was like. As a 14 year old kid, I could relate to that. The 
songs take me back to when I was in the park at 13, with 
my best mates in Adidas hoodies, smoking cigarettes and 
thinking we were the best fucking things in the world.”

It was when he moved to London at 16 that Harrison 
says he “experienced the real world” and subsequently 
became angry with it. “Politics is so relevant for everyone 
right now, not just young people,” he enthuses. “I just can’t 
believe and I don’t think it’s right that no one’s singing 
about it in commercial pop or rock music. I think it’s 
because it’s risky and that’s the problem. A lot of us are 
so fucking privileged, because at the end of the day, it 
won’t make a difference to us if a lot of shit goes wrong, 
and to me, that’s not the mentality that we should have.” 

Harrison channels his frustration into lyrics that dissect 
controversial topics such as sexual assault, gentrification 
and sociopolitical pressures on young people. “At the end 
of the day, I don’t want to preach to anyone. I don’t want 
people to think, who the fuck does he think he is? All I’m 
doing is saying what me and my friends think and wanting 
to encourage people that you can say what you can think 
because that’s how you change things.”
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“For me, if you’re not talking about real things and 
pushing boundaries, you’re not a real artist, you’re a 
singer. I don’t wanna be a fucking singer, I wanna be 
an artist.”

Yungblud is most certainly the latter. At just 19, he has 
the electric stage presence of someone many years 
older. “I grew up on Mick Jagger, Freddie Mercury 
and Kurt Cobain,” he explains. “Every time they stepped 
on stage it was a performance. People have paid money 
to come and see you, give a fuck! You need to put on 
a performance! I want people to leave my gigs going, 
holy fuck! That was the best thing I’ve ever seen!”

The charismatic artist has just released a self-titled EP 
and been on a European tour that he says has left him 
“on cloud nine.” “Every night I just can’t wait to get back 
on stage,” he recalls. “Now I’ve had some time off I’m a 
bit depressed.” 

As soon as I get on stage, no matter how tired I am, five 
minutes before, something switches on. Bang! I love it. 
It’s the best feeling in the world. When I get on that 
stage, I am wholly, ultimately myself. That’s incredible 
to feel because we’re in a world where we put so many 
fronts up and pretend to be something else because 
we have to conform to this idea of what’s cool.”  

His favorite song to play at the moment is “Polygraph 
Eyes,” a tale about sexual assault linked to “lad culture” 
that many can sadly relate to. Inspired by what he saw 
on nights out growing up in the North of England. writer: aimee phillips
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“Too many blokes are getting heavy / When 
a girl looks unsteady… / We all know what 
happens next / A bit of fun turns to regret.”

It’s a topic that he says he has “wanted to talk about for 
a while” but worried that he “couldn’t quite do it justice. 
If I’m going to attack an issue like this, I need to nail it.” 
“If a girl wants to wear a short skirt and get as pissed 
as she wants, that does not give you a right to touch her. 
That’s her prerogative.”

It’s clear that Harrison has all the components to be a voice 
of a generation that feels unheard and undervalued, and 
it’s this honest, relatable persona has undoubtedly been a 
key factor in attracting his loyal fanbase. He says that “the 
most touching thing” is that his fans have been reaching 
out to him on Instagram, telling him the same things he 
felt about his idols growing up. It’s this that keeps him 
grounded. “I never wanna be an artist that disconnects from 
the people that are putting me on that stage and thinking 
the same way as me. I’m here to fucking speak to people.”

“My biggest fear is not being heard and being silenced. 
I was very misunderstood growing up because of my 
ADHD and was put in a box. Right now I have an outlet 
to speak about shit, that’s why I’m so furious and I’m not 
fucking stopping.”

He may still be new on the scene, but Yungblud is just 
getting started.
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