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VACATION PLANNER

C ombine sandy beaches with 
resorts that cater to the needs of 
adults as well as families, and 

you’ve got the makings of a perfect—and 
perfectly effortless—vacation. These three 
resorts in Hawaii, Mexico, and Costa 
Rica, help guests unwind with fun activi-
ties for all ages, local cultural attractions, 
and plenty of soothing scenery.

Hawaii: The Westin Maui Resort & 
Spa Set down your bags in a beautiful 
hotel room and soak in the stunning 
views of Kā‘anapali Beach. The Westin 
Maui Resort & Spa sits on the longest 
stretch of the beach and has entertain-
ment for the whole family. Indulge in a 
treatment at the resort’s award-winning 

spa or dine oceanside on local special-
ties. Kids 17 and younger stay free, and 
those ages 5–12 can enjoy cultural activi-
ties and a variety of games at the Westin 
Family Kids Club. The picturesque Road 
to Hana and the rugged scenery of 
Haleakala National Park are popular 
attractions on the island. It may be 
difficult, though, to do anything other 
than play in the water—either along that 
gorgeous golden beach or in the resort’s 
87,000-square-foot aquatic playground 
that includes five pools, two waterslides, 
and a grotto.

Mexico: Sandos Playacar Beach 
Resort Spa treatments and dining 
options for every craving—including a 

Beach escapes to suit every 
traveler put paradise within easy 

reach. BY JESSICA SPIEGEL

swim-up bar in the adults-only Select 
Club—pamper guests at Sandos Playacar 
Beach Resort. (Don’t worry, parents, the 
younger sets get their own exclusive Kids 
Club and Teens Club.) Take advantage 
of the resort’s fleet of bikes and kayaks, 
go diving or deep-sea fishing, or get fit 
with aqua aerobics. The resort overlooks 
an impressive stretch of white sand 
beach, and if you can tear yourself away 
from the crystal Caribbean waters, you 
can also explore the nearby eco-archaeo-
logical park of Xcaret. Farther afield lie 
the intriguing ruins of Tulum and 
Chichén Itzá, and shoppers can enjoy 
browsing in the boutiques along Playa 
del Carmen’s very own 5th Avenue.

WALKING 
ON 

SUNSHINE
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THE WESTIN MAUI RESORT & SPA
5 nights from $1,313 per person, double occupancy; includes 
accommodation, hotel taxes & fees. Daily breakfast buffet for 
two and 15% spa discount are Pleasant Holidays exclusives.

SANDOS PLAYACAR BEACH RESORT,   
PLAYA DEL CARMEN 
5 nights from $1,044 per person, double occupancy;  
includes accommodation, all meals, snacks, drinks, activities, 
hotel taxes & fees.

THE WESTIN GOLF RESORT & SPA, PLAYA CONCHAL
5 nights from $1,622 per person, double occupancy; includes 
accommodation in a Deluxe Junior Suite, all meals, snacks, 
drinks, activities, hotel taxes & fees.

AAA Members receive a $50 activity voucher per booking.

OFFERED BY PLEASANT HOLIDAYS

Sample pricing for the Oct 17, 2018, departure. Includes round-trip 
airfare from San Francisco.

Plan your next 
vacation with tips 
and destination 
ideas on our 
Vacation Now  
blog. Visit AAA 
.com/summer.

Clockwise: Playa Conchal, Costa 
Rica; Playa del Carmen, Mexico; 

Westin Maui Resort.

Costa Rica: The Westin Golf Resort & 
Spa, Playa Conchal Welcome to 
Westin’s first all-inclusive resort in Costa 
Rica, a relaxing antidote to the everyday. 
Located on Playa Conchal, it’s bookended 
by a verdant forest and faces a 2.5-mile 
stretch of Pacific Ocean beach. Slip into 
the pools (including the peaceful adults-
only Royal Beach Club Pool) or explore 
the area by bike. Enjoy the tropical 
surroundings of the resort’s 18-hole golf 
course followed by hydrotherapy or a 
massage at the Heavenly Spa. Drop off 
the kids at the Westin Kids Club while 
you go kayaking, snorkeling, or fishing. 
Explore Vida Aventura Nature Park or, a 
bit farther away, the famous Arenal 
Volcano National Park.
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Arrive back in Fort Lauderdale the 
next morning, flush from the Caribbean 
sun and with a host of new memories.
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The iconic Gros Piton and 
Petit Piton on St. Lucia.

A cruise in the southern Caribbean 
offers much more than its lovely 
beaches. Choose between varying 

experiences such as swimming with sting-
rays, shopping for local crafts, and driv-
ing into the crater of a dormant volcano. 
Enjoy outstanding cuisine and scenery as 
well as the luxury of options with 
Holland America Line’s 11-day Southern 
Caribbean Wayfarer.

After the grand m/s Koningsdam sets 
sail from Fort Lauderdale, you’ll spend 
two days relaxing at sea. Use that time 
to take advantage of the ship’s exciting 
onboard activities—including hands-on 
cooking workshops and creating your 
own wine blend. Upon arriving in St. 
Maarten’s capital, Philipsburg, you can 
lounge on any of the island’s 30-plus  
beaches or zip from there to St. Bart’s by 
high-speed ferry.

Explore the port of Fort-de-France in 
Martinique next, where you can snorkel 
among exotic fish in the Bat Cave or visit 
a local rum distillery. Following a more 
easygoing day at sea, you can browse the 
craft market of Castries in St. Lucia or 
head for Sulphur Springs, the only drive-
in volcano on earth.

Experience the Caribbean’s many 
sides with stops at seven different 

islands. BY JESSICA SPIEGEL

VARIETY IS 
THE SPICE 

OF LIFE

A stop in Bridgetown, 
Barbados’s capital, offers 
British flavor plus a chance 
to dig your toes into the pink 
sand of Crane Beach or mar-
vel at rock formations in an 
underground limestone cave. 
Roseau in Dominica is your 
next port of call, where you can delve 
into local history with the Kalinago 
Native community at the Dominica 
Museum, or opt for a drive to Laudat 
where you can soak in any of six natural 
hot springs.

St. Thomas, in the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
is a popular cruise destination with a lot 
to offer—including swimming with sea 
lions at Coral World Ocean Park and 
taking the Skyride up to Paradise Point 
for its postcard-worthy views.

Holland America saves something 
special for one of its final stops: a visit to 
their private island in Half Moon Cay, 
the Bahamas. It’s a nature preserve with 
a two-mile stretch of white sand beach 
next to turquoise waters. While there, 
you can enjoy a unique vantage point 
from a glass-bottom boat, tour the island 
by horseback, or snorkel with stingrays.

VACATION PLANNER

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN WAYFARER

Departs Nov 21, 2018; 11 days from $1,699* 
per person, double occupancy for an 
ocean-view cabin.

OFFERED BY HOLLAND AMERICA LINE

AAA Members receive:

•  $50 per stateroom onboard credit 

•  1 photo per stateroom

•  $50 per person beverage card  
(passengers 1 and 2)

•  Dine Around package, including dinner  
for two in the Pinnacle Grill & Canaletto

•  24/7 Member Care




