


L istless

Gloria Taina Longin
| came unbound by the
Perception of love
Fabricated obsession
Shredded devotion

This naive emotion

You took in freely

Unbothered by the toll

It left me to carry

My wants were torn apart -
My warrior's armor




L istless

Gloria Taina Longin

You told me
| didn’t need that armor
With you there

| needed everything

Uncovered, you said

You wanted to see parts of me

That had yet to see light

Corners of my soul e
| had yet to recognize as my own




L istless

Gloria Taina Longin

What | wore wasn'’t a choice

My opinions were deemed naive
What | wanted wasn't in the
guestion

How | dressed was

For your own pleasure
Your claims were that you
protected

My professional career
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L istless

Gloria Taina Longin

Depleted energy from wanting
What little you gave in return
Constant hyper-awareness
Expended attention

Upended my own morale
To what to do to please you

Back to back
In bed we slept 7 —
e drew the line on t




L istless

Gloria Taina Longin

The cabin was lovely

(though we had a stressful
argument)

The desert was surreal

(though | hated how you treated
strangers)

Starry nights on the grass

The lights littering the peaks -
surrounding us I
Our friends together in tt




Listless

Gloria Taina Longin

And take control

Dismantle the armor

For no one else but me
Accelerated

My much needed growth

Through opening up

What | guarded:

My family’s affection -
My own passion .
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